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LU EC approves

L.U’s academic expansion
reaches for the stars

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.oom

LUCKNOW: Lucknow University's
executive committee approved a
slew of academic, administrative
initiatives on Monday, most
notably launching a bachelor of
science (BSc) in computational
astrophysics that makes it the
first public university in India to
offer such a program.
Computational astrophysics
courses teach numerical tech-
niques to simulate complex
astronomical phenomena such
as galaxy formation, star evolu-
tion, black hole collisions that
cannot be solved analytically.
The new undergraduate
course joins a graduate program
in Wildlife Sciences that will
welcome students from any dis-
cipline. Both approvals signal
the university’s push toward
interdisciplinary education,

according to vice-chancellor
prof. JP Saini.

“By launching this course, LU
became the first public univer-
sity in India to offer such a
course. Currently, such pro-
grams are available only at the
Indian Institute of Space Science
Technology, the Indian Institute
of Science, the Indian Institute of
Science Education Research,
plus a few private universities
such as Ashoka University,”
Saini said.

Globally, leading institutions
including the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Harvard
University, University of Califor-
nia Berkeley, University of
Oxford, University of Cambridge
offer comparable programs.

The university also formally
linked all academic institutions
to their respective faculties for
better integration. Previously,
these institutions operated inde-

pendently under their Board of
Governors.

The council constituted an Al
Steering Committee to integrate
emerging technologies into edu-
cation, administration. An Insti-
tutional Ethics Committee will
maintain ethical standards in
research, institutional practices
to boost international-level
rescarch publications in human-
ities subjects,

The executive body approved
a new medal along with a Rs
100,000 annual scholarship for
three-year law degree students.
Lakshmi Singh established the
award in memory of her father,
the late Indra Dev Singh, to rec-
ognise academic excellence
among meritorious students.

Teachers hired through
proper selection in self-financed
programs will now be placed at
the UGC pay scale entry level of
Rs 57,700,
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twWoO new courses

Tinrs Niras Nerwong

Lucknow: The execulive oo
unetl (EC) of Lucknow Tni
versity (L1 on Monday app-
roved the proposal (o fntnoe
duce BSe in compuiational
astrophysics with 75 seats
and MSc in wildlife sclences
with 30 seats firom the next
grasion.

LU spokesperson Mukul
Srivastava waid 1.1 has beoo
me the first govt university
in India fo offer BSe in come
putational astrophysics. The
cotirse will include the study
of phiysics, mathematics,
programming, dataanalysis,
space science, cosmology
and computational model
ling to understand celestial
bl b and thee wn bverse

In wildlife sciences, the
programme will eover wild.
lifebiokogy ecology; biodiver.
ity eonservation, foresl ma-
nagement, environmental
laws, climate change studjes
and fleld-based research, ai-
ming to build strong experti-
&f in conservation and susta-
irability he sdded.

The EC also approved the
institution of a mew meedal
and anannualscholarshipol
=1 lakh for th bopper of the
three-year LLE programme,

The council also appro-
vid the formation of an Al
steering committes to inbeg-
rate emerging technologies
in educationand administra:

Software to check
plagiarism in papers
Luschknow: The Lucknow
University (LU) has mtroduced
Turnitin software, replacing
thi DrillBit to check plagiarism
inresearch papers submitted
by PhD scholars and
undergraduate (UG) and
postgraduate (PG) students.
The initiative has been
implemented inaccordance
with the guidelines of the
university grants commission
(UGC)to improve research
wirkiin thé university. TOI had
recently highlighted how
Driblbit had cawght plagiarism
in95% PhD theses submitbed
inthis academic year. inmost
Cases, students had data and
texts generated from artificial
intelligence (AL based apps. In
Dirilibit, plagiarism was caught
after the thesis was submitted.
howe, after implementation of
Turnstin, the reseanch papers
and thesis will be first checked
and thisn admitted, Said LU

spokesperson, Mulkoul
Srmvastiva,

tion. An institutional ethics
commities has also been
constituted to maintain ethi-
cal standards in research
and institutional work. This
step s expecied to improve
researchquality and support
international-level pulbdica-
s,
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