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TIMES OF INDIA

From Nirala to Chughtai, LU opens door
to Indian classics for MA English students

Anjanaya Singh | Tnn

Lucknow: Students pursuing MA Eng-
lish at Lucknow University (LU) will now
study a wider range of Indian literary
traditions through English translations
under the new National Education Policy
(NEP)-aligned syllabus.

The curriculum moves beyond the
conventional focus on English and Ame-
rican literature, introducing students to
texts originally written in Indian langua-
ges—Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Telugu, Ur-
du, Punjabi, Assamese, Gujarati, Kanna-
da, Malayvalam, Sindhi and Bhojpuri—in
the Bhasha literature subject, which isa
core curriculum of the department and
has been introduced to students.

The syllabus includes Indian poetry,
short stories, novels and drama transla-
ted into English. Students will read
works such as Suryakant Tripathi Nira-
la’s “She Breaks Stones”, Rabindranath

LITERARY SHIFT

Tagore’s “Kabuliwalah”, Rajinder Singh
Bedi's “Lajwanti”, Ismat Chughtai’s
“The Crooked Line”, Mahasweta Devi's
“Mother of 1084" and Vyay Tendulkar’s
“Ghasiram Kotwal”.

The MA curriculum also introduces
students to Indian classical literature
through textsfromthe Vedicand epictra-
ditions, Tamil literature, Sanskritdrama
and contemporary Indian classics.

Works include selections from the Rigve-
da, Kathopanishad, Bhagavad Gita, Ra-
mavana, Mahabharata, Tolkappivam,
Kurunthokai and plays by Kalidasa and
Bhasa.

Professor, department of English and
Modern European Languages, LU, Prof
RP Singh said, “Decolonisation of litera-
ture does not mean rejecting English lite-
rature. It means creating space for our
own literary traditions and allowing stu-
dentstoengage with the plurality of Indi-
an literary cultures. Translation makes
this vast body of literature accessible to
students who may not know the original
languages,” he said.

MA English student Madhav Agar-
walsaidthat the translated texts makere-
gional literature easier toaccess while al-
soshowing how diverse Indian literature
1s. It 1s interesting to study these works
alongside English literature and compa-
re different cultural experiences.
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