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TOI

Classrooms locked down,
LU teachers start ‘OPD’

Times News NeTwork

Lucknow: A few teachers of
the Lucknow University ha-
ve taken the online way to
start‘Our Pupils’ Day (OPDY
a programme scheduled
from March third week, but
which could not be initlated
because of the lockdown.
Under the programme, a
teacher has to reserve an ho-
ur on a designated day every
week to counsel students on
academic and personal issu-
es. Students can walk-in to
the teacher’s chamber for
one-to-one session. The twin
objectives are to strengthen
student-teacher  bonding

d help students to remain
tress-free.

Ateacher in a video call during
OPD or Our Pupils' Day, an
initiative to counsel students

Without waiting for the
lockdown to be over, tea-
chers of some departments,
including physics, journa-
1ism, law and mathematics
have started OPDs through
video calls. However, Instead
of one-to-one, most held gro-
up sessions. Individual co-
unselling will be held later,

theysaid.

Prof Anurag Srivastava
of law department devoted
Sunday for counselling.
“Students are worried about
their future due to academic
closure and needed to be as-
sured that teachers would do
everything possible to pre-
vent the session from being
delayed, hesaid.

Prof Poonam Tandon of
physics department, who
ran a group online OPD on
Saturday, said “Around 38
students turned up for the
session. Since most had con-
cerns about unavailability
of books due to the lock-
down, we decided to make e-
content and e-books availab-
leto them.

The Pioneer

Online classes to keep
students engaged

PNS B LUCKNOW

As the country fights the the
COVIDI9 pandemic,
teachers are doing their bit by
conducting online classes for
students. Media spokesperson
of Lucknow University
Durgesh Srivastava said the
teachers are at the forefront of
this with active online classes
and e-content being prepared
by more than 160 faculty mem-
bers.

Prof Poonam Tandon held
the first online OPD (Our
Pupils’ Day) with 38 students
via ZOOM and initiated the
whole process. She said that
even essential meetings are
being held online. She gave the
the example of the depart
ment of Psychology which
recently held a meeting via
video-conferencing.

The university website is
currently hosting e-content
from these faculty members, all
open access for ease of use and
availability to students.

“Several faculty members
also have their own websites
where they are hosting content
as well as classes, and are using
sites to conduct regular class-
es” the media spokesperson
pointed out.

Dr Kiranlata Dangwal sad
that teachers of the
of Education have been usu'lg
platforms like Google
Classroom, EDMODO, Padlet,
ZOOM, WizlQ and others as
educational tools for a long
time. Similarly, Prof RK Mishra
from the department of
Biochemistry has created a
website which has content for
MSc (Biochemistry) and MSc
(Bwotechnology). It has had

maore than 495 visits in the last
five days itself.

Prof Leena Burman from
the department of Physics, Dr
Alka Misra (department of
Maths and Astronomy), Dr
Ganma Bisana (department of
Library Science), Prof Sudhir
Mehrotra and Dr Ashutosh
Singh (department of
Biochemistry), Prof Rajeev
Pandey f) hok Kumar
(department of Statistics), Dr
Puneet Mishra (department
of Computer Science), Dr Ritu
Narang (department of
Business Administration), Prof
Madhurima Pradhan and Dr
Navina Wadhwani (depart-
ment of Psychology), Prof
Audhesh Tripath (department
of Commerce) and Dr Varun
Chhachhar (Faculty of Law)
have all been usmg!OL)\{ and
Google Classroom applications
to conduct their classes, give
assignments and even clear
doubts of their students.

Meanwhile, LU Vice-
Chancellor Prof AK Rai has
constituted a committee for
formulation of modalities for
online activities during the
lockdown. Poonam Tandon
from the department of
Physics, Audhesh Tripathi from
the department of Commerce
and Kiran Lata Dangwal from
the department of Education
have been given responsibilitics
for compliance of various
online activities and whenev-
er a new opportunity or idea
presents itself, it is natural to
discuss, sound it out, and ask
questions, said the media
spokesperson of LU

On Monday, Rai conduct-
ed an onhne meeting using
Zoom app with all three
members.



