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Lucknow: Two depart
ments of Lucknow Universi-
ty have introduced Covid-19
In thelr syllabus to promote
research on the subject to
find answers to questions
baffling experts and ways to
tackle soclal and economic
impact of the pandemic.

It will be included as a
unit in ‘clinical blochemist-
ry and physlology” paper in

MSc (biochemistry) semes-
ter and as a unit in the mas-
ters course run by the Insti-
tute of Public Health.

LU vicechancellor Prof
AK Rai said, “The courses
will be started from next ses-
slon starting July. LU 1s first
state university to Include
Covid-19pandemic in itscur-
riculum.”

“In MSc (blochemistry),
teaching will Include four
aspects of Covid-19 - physio-
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2 LU depts include corona yu, poujoint
pandemic in curriculum

logy. transmission, precau-
tlonary measures and ways
to curb it, while in the Insti-
tute of Public Health, social
and economic impact of the
pandemic will be taught,” he
said, adding that he introdu-
ced the courses using special
powers granted toa VC.

“We are also planning an
online PG diploma course in
epldemiology and blostatis-
tics In which Covid-19 will be
taught,” he added.

study hints at
new cure line

Mohita Tewarks time sgrown.com

Lucknow: A jointresearch by
teachers of Lucknow Untver
ity and Daen Dayal Upadhy-
ay, CGorakhpur Unlversity
using aspecialdrug destening
software, clatms that compo
unds In harsingar’, alog vera
and ‘gllol’ plants might check
novel coronavirus infection.
“We found that certain
compounds In ‘harsingar,
aloe vernand ‘gllol’ plants can
bind with novel coronavirus
protease (an enzyme) and ma
ke them Inactive or lower its
Impact,” said Prof Ambrish
Kumar Srivastava, DDU, who
along with Prof Nieora) Misra,
LU, and his assistant Dr AD-
hishek conducted research
lhrough meolecular docking
on an advanced comMpuLeras
slsmd drugdesigning tool,
Thediscovery isaclue that
sclentists can develop a drug.
&ald the eeam which has uplo-
aded research paper In an
open access repository and
sent 1t o a leading Internatso
nal journals for publication.
Prof Misra sald, "Harsing-
ar has nictoflorin, aloe vera
has aloenin and ‘gflof has alo
asin and berberine. Rinding
affinity of these compounds
was found w0 be more than
hydroxychloroquine, an anti
malarial drug which In lab
tast wis found w be effective
for novel coronavirus, but not
cleared clinical (esis yed.”
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