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LU to begin centralised admissions:
Now, fill one form for 170 colleges

4 new centres to
teach science of
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LU vicechancellor Prof workdrastically.

happiness at LU

MohitaTewari@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Four new institu-
tes will be added to the ONGC
multidisciplinary research
centre of Lucknow Universi-
ty to help students excel in di-
verse areas. Besides giving
wings to the ideas of budding
engineers and churning out
food toxicology experts, the
institutes will teach students
ways to stay happy.

Beingset up in LU’s cente-
nary year, the four centres of
excellence — Happy Thin-
king Lab, Institute of Hydro-
carbon, Institute of Food Pro-
cessing, and Technology and
Kalam Centre for Innovation
—willhave hi-end computers
with advanced software for
quality research.

LU executive council has
given its nod to the centres
and they will be run with the
help of grants from the de-
partmentof sclenceand tech-
nology and corporate social
responsibility.

“Happy Thinking Lab is
being set up to help students
fight all negativities in life
and learn the “real meaning
of happiness”. They will also
be taught to apply happiness
mantras in their future pro-

fessional life,” said LU vice-
chancellor Prof Alok Kumar
Ral. The lab will be open for
students of MA psychology
(50 seats) and those who opt
for psychology under choice-
based creditsystem.

Kalam Centre of Innova-
tion, under engineering fa-
culty, will give wings to stu-
dents’ innovation throughex-
perimentation and develop-
ment of technology and
gadgets. It will also be open
for students who wish to go
for startups.

The MSc food processing
and food technology course
with 30 seats, currently being
run by the chemistry depart-
ment, will be converted intoa
full fledged institute with its
own lab and research parap-
hernalia. Earlier students
had to go to other scientific
institutes for research. “Ge-
neral public can also visit it
for getting tests done to check
the quality of food or adulte-
ration at a nominal charge,”
sald VC.

Courses on mining and
hydrocarbons, being run by
the geology department, will
beconverted into an institute
which will prepare students
for career in the oil industry.
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