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[LU’s Biochemuistry
department to include
C0V1d 19 as sub]ect

}

PNS B LUCKNOW

he Biochemistry depart-

ment of Lucknow
University has proposed to
have Covid-19 as a part of its
syllabus and also as an elective
subject which can be taken up
by any student from any stream.
Head of the department Sudhir
Mehrotra said that the Board of
Studies gave its approval to the
course on the July 4. He said
that the syllabus has already
seen massive revisions and
modifications because of the
choice-based credit system,
approved by the Vice-
Chancellor, and will be started
from the new academic session.

“There is a paper in the
first semester of MSc
(Biochemistry) by the name of
‘Clinical Biochemistry and
Physiology’ and I have been
teaching this for the last 26
years. there is a specific unit on
diseases such as hepatitis, car-
diovascular, diabetes and HIV.
When the revision was done
last time in 2018, we included
hepatitis, dengue and tubercu-

losis, and now we have includ-
ed Covid-19 as a segment of
this course,” he pointed out.

He further said that they
have also proposed it as an elec-
tive subject which can be taken
by any student from any
stream, be it Science,
Commerce or Arts.

“A meeting was called by
the Vice-Chancellor and teach-
ers from other faculties sug-
gested that it should be taken
as an elective subject. The sug-
gestion was made so that
awareness could be disseminat-
ed to one and all,” he said.

He said the course will now
have to be approved by the
Faculty Board and Academic
Council before it could be
included. Regarding the
research on Covid-19, he said
when things are back to nor-
mal, they would discuss what
can be done. “Research in
Biochemistry can be done only
in labs and currently the facul-
ty members are not coming on
a regular basis. We will take up
research after proper discus-
sions with the teachers,” he said.
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wETaae iiE Govt expands work

area of LU to four
other districts

LUCKNOW: The state government
decided toexpand the work area
of Lucknow University (LU) to
fourother districts on Tuesday.

This information was shared
by the office of chiefminister Yogi
Adityanath.

Aspertheorder,theLU’s work
areawillnowalsoinclude Lakh-
impur Kheri, Hardoi, Sitapurand
Rae Bareli districts, implying
thereby thatcollegesinthesedis-
tricts can nowget affiliation from
theuniversity whichisinitscen-
tenary year. As of now, close to
170collegesin thestatecapitalare
attachedtoLU.

“The university is yet to
receivetheordersfromthestate
government regarding it. It
would betoo early tocomment on
the decision without going
through the order,” said vice
chancellor of Lucknow Univer-
sity prof Alok KumarRai.

Meanwhile, a few city-based
educationistssaid the order will
provide an opportunity to the
university to ensure quality
higher education in these dis-
tricts. On the other hand. a few

other educationists opined that
expandingwork area and giving
affiliation to more colleges may
notnecessarily lead toimprove-
ment ineducation.

Expressingsimilar views dur-
inga webinar session organised
by state higher education depart-
ment and national assessment
and accreditation council
(NAAC) at Raj Bhawan last
month, governor Anandiben
Patelhad suggested thata univer-
sity must not give affiliation to
more than 300 colleges.

“Some universities giveaffilia-
tion to thousands of colleges.
Hence, the vice-chancellors are
unable tokeeptabs on the quality
ofeducation,” the governor had
said.

She had further said out of 20
state universities only six had
NAACratingandnonehadanA
grade. Lucknow University holds
aBgraderatingin NAAC assess-
ment. The governor had also
suggested that attempts should
be made to fill vacant posts of
teachers to improve quality of
education.



