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‘LU turned Corona
into opportunity
for a bigger leap’

Prof Alok Kumar Ral

yoronavirus created cri-
sis comprehensively ef-
./ fecting several aspects
of educational ecosystem of
Higher Educational Institu-
tion (HEIs). The biggest of
them all was the teaching and
learning pro-
oess of the in
stitutions,
HEIS took a
‘ little while In
l settling with
the gravity of
the abrupt eruption of the si-
tuation but Lucknow Univer
sity was swift In Its response.
To combat the crisis, LU
developed a 3 'C’ model —
‘Conduct of class’, ‘Creation
of content’ and ‘Connect with
students. Most of the classes
were in the last lap, so course
completion In the best possib-
lemanner was the top priority
The most daunting task was to
ensure mental preparedness
of faculty members for taking
classes online without much
of ICT infrastructure facility
and ensure completion of co-
urse. After brlef Initlal resis-
tance, many faculty members
volunteerad to use thetr own
1CT facilities and took classes.
What works the most in acade-
mics is the ‘peer pressure’.
This motivated the rest and
the transition became smo-
oth. Many even experienced
that the class attendance was
more than that recordad In re-
gular classes. A few faculty
members even tookK classes in
late evening on students’ de-
mand since internet speed
was better in those hours.
Creation of content for the
courses was another chal
lenge, Faculty members were
encouraged and even provi-
ded for with the secretarial
SUppOort to prepare the course
content. This not just helped
students get access to the take
away domain knowledge but
also which could be retained

for further reference and ex-
amination. LU opted for open
acoess model to place the con
tent cread by Its faculty
member on the website In
form of lecture notes, power
point presentations, and as-
signments. This open acoess
model made the content avail-
lable to all the students at the
convenience of students in
terms of time and spaceofthe
university, its associate colle
ges and also tw the student fra-
ternity, rrespective of thelr
Institutional affiliation. All
thedepartmentsof LU started
thetr departmental YouTube
channeland made video lectu-
resavalilable to their students.
LUs “Tagore Library” offered
remote acoess o ebooks and
e-Journals Thestudents could
access the academic contents
transcending the physical bo-
undaries of the university
from their respective homes.

LU initiated a couple of
mentoring programmes such
as “Student OPD (Our Pupil's
Day)” and “TREE (Teaching,
Reaching, Emboldening and
Ewlving)” t0 ensure stu-
dents’ communication with
thetr teachers on the issues of
professional and even perso-
nal nature. Besides, LU anno
unod two student friendly
schemes: “KarmaYogl”,
which provided students an
oppartunity to earn with the
specific skills he/she has and
Wwork in the respective section
of the university for two ho-
urs a day for a maximum of 50
days In a year. Second was an
entrepreneurial development
scheme with provision for se-
ed capital

LU has prepared itself to
this new normal.

Corona crisis certainly po-
sed a huge challenge but LU
usexd it as an opportunity for a
transformational shift to the
Institution geared up to cele-
Drate 1tS centenary year.

(Thewriter 1s the vice-ohan-
cellor of Lucknow University)
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LU final year students to write exam today

LUCKNOW: Final year students of
Lucknow University will write
their exam on Monday amidst
rising Covid-19 cases, after the
administration
announced to go ahead with the
exam with clearance from the

varsity

state government.

As per the direction of the
state government, final year stu-
dents of under-graduate and
post-graduate courses will
appear for the exam.

“The exam is being conducted
as per the advisory issued by the
state government. The university
administration will ensure all
measures to prevent Covid-19
infection,” said Durgesh Srivas-
tav, LU spokesman.

Srivastav claimed that the
exam halls had been sanitised
and arrangements were made to
screen temperature of students
appearing for the exam. Sepa-
rate seating arrangements have

been made for students running
high temperature. The students
have also been asked to appear
in the exam with minimal
belongings, which could be sani-
tised easily before the exam.
Last month, students had
staged a protest over holding of
the exam, but it seemed to have
been overlooked. While students
living in the city can easily take
the exam, those from other dis-
tricts may face difficulties. HTC



