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83 yrs on, D] Narain to
pay tribute to dad at LU

Sr Narain Had
Challenged
British Might

Mohita.Tewari
@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: It was In 1937 that
a young man, Jai Narain Sri-
vastava, challenged the
might of the British by put-
ting up the Tricolour at the
historical arts quadrangle of
Lucknow University
Elghty-three yearson,his
son, singer Dharmendra Jal
Narain popularly known as
DJ Narain, will once again
hold the national flag on the
campus and sing patriotic
songs as a tribute toall brave-
hearts and freedom-fighters
whom LU has nurtured in its
century-old journey
DJ Narain, famous sing-
er of ‘Aryans’ band and for-
mer director of the Film and
Television Institute of India
(FTII), will perform at LU's
centenary celebrations to be
held from November 18-25.
Narain, an LU alumnus,
will begin his performance
with the song, ‘Rok sakey na
mu/hko kol, maln to naya sa-
vara hoon, saat samundar
paar se mamn chala mitane
andhera hoon, maln Raju hu
malnRaja hoon maln Akbar
hoon Azaad hoon.. Haan
main Hindustan hoon'.
“Life has come full circle
for me. Restarting from whe-
re | began my journey -
Lucknow Vishwavidyalaya.
I glve credit to LU for Infu-
sing music in my blood. In
1987, when | was a LU stu-
dent, our band ‘Dreams’ be-
came famous as the Beatles
of LU," said thecivil servant-

Musician Dharmendra Jai Narain
and (right) his father Jai Narain
Srivastava, whowasan LU
student in 1937
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turned-singer.

“It's an emotional mo-
ment for meas I will perform
at the very place where my
fatherlateJai Narain Srivas-
tava had unfuried the Trico-
lour,” hesaid.

He said the entire nation
might have celebrated Inde-
pendence Day on August 15,
1947, but the ‘Tiranga’ flutte-
red on LU campus a decade
earlier

“Itwas 1937 and the dream
of afree India was getting blg-
ger. My father, an undergra-
duate who later became stu-
dent union president, decided
to rewrite the history of stu-
dent politics at LU He didn’t
careabout his safety orcareer.
With the tricolour tucked un-
der his arms, he ran towards
the arts quadrangle and put
up the flag using a bamboo
ladder,” he sald.

“The incident took place
on the day when Governor-
General HG Halg was to visit
the university to attend a
function. As heavy security
was in place on the campus,
my father hid the flag near
the arts quadrangle a day be-

fore. Moments before the Bri-
tish officer had to arrive, he
swiftly removed the British
flag and let the Tiranga flut-
ter atop the building. Haig’s
shock was anybody's guess,
but the student was too quick
tobecaughtthatday,” hesakl.

“On the launch of Quit
India Movement on August
9, 1942 he sustained lathi
blows while leading a free-
domrally. He was later arres-
ted and released from jail in
1944." he said.

On India’s 25th Indepen-
denceDay In1972, he wascon-
ferred “Tamra Patra’ by then
Prime Minister Indira Gand-
hi. “The UP government has
dedicated two pages to Sri-
vastava in Uttar Pradesh
Swatantrata Senani compi-
lation. Like him, there are se-
veralheroesand bravehearts
for whom I will perform du-

ring the centenary year cele-
bration,” headded.
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