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Theatre artist Salim Arif to relive univ
days, stage his acclaimed play ‘Paansa’

Lucknow: Wearing a pair of
Kkhaki trousers, T-shirt and
bathroom slippers, he used to
rush to the Lucknow Univer-
sity campus to attend lectu-
res and run back to Ravindra-
yala to pursue his passion for
theatre.

This simple boy, who was
famous on the campus for his
creativity in the '70s, later be-
came a big name in Indian
theatre and films.

Salim Arif, a director, wri-
ter and theatre personality,
will return to the campus
with‘Paansa’, afamous inter-
national level play written by
poet, lyricist and screenwri-
ter Gulzar, based on Pavan K
Varma's long English poem
“Yudhishthar and Draupadi’,
which will be staged during
the university's centenary ce-

ARTISTIC PAST: A young Salim
Arif participates ina sculpting
competition while studying at LU

lebrations.

Recalling his college days,
Arif, who pursued BA in 1978,
said: “Be it Tagore Lawn or
auditorium of English de-
partment’s PG block, the
campus is a witness to my lo-
ve and passion for creativity.
Be 1t my paintings exhibited
in Tagore lawn or the Luck-

| VC, registrar in

cricket face-off

Uvice-chancellor and

registrarwill challenge each
other in the Centenary Cricket
Cup to be organised on Sunday.
The VC'sXl and the Registrar's
Xiwillplay a20-20matchasa
partofthe centennial
celebrations. The VC's team
will haveteachers, while the
one led by the registrar will
have non-teaching staff, mn

now University Study Circle-
a cultural group which gave
students a platform to show-
case their talent — all have
shaped my life.”

Arif says during post
Emergency era, student
union polisonthecampus we-
re nothing less than national
election battlefield.

“Thebeauty of theuniver-
sitywasthatithadallkindsof
elements - from rowdy stu-
dents to studious and hyper-
creative ones, The most Inter-
esting memory of university
days are two words - ‘Piya ka
Ghar' used by students for PG
block and ‘Lallu Jagdhar’ - a
fictitious candldate created

32100=
LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY

by students out to lampoon
political representatives,” he
sald.

“Stagingof ‘Paansa’at LU
isthe mostemotional episode
of my theatre life. In arts qu-
adrangle, as many as 45 ar-
tists from across the country
will present ‘Paansa’ -a play
which gives us a new and

challenging Interpretation of
the encounter between Pan-
davas and the Yaksha of the
poisoned pool which 1S Inone
of the most important episo-
des from the Mahabharata,”
Arif added.

“The beauty of arts quad-
rangle will light up with one
of the best theatre perfor-
mances, Iam happy tobeback
tomy alma mater and want to
make it proud with one of my
finest works,” hesaid.,

Convenerof centenary ce-
lebrations Prof Nishi Pandey
sald, “Theatre, arts quad-
rangle and a play like ‘Paan-
sa’ will make for a perfect 100-
year celebration for the uni-
versity which nurtured a
numberof students whohave
made a mark in the world of
flims, television and theatre.
We have decked up the cam-
pusto host theplay"”



