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ecalling his connection
with Lucknﬂw University in
a rather unusual manner, actor
Anupam Kher said he would
pass by the university each day
as he moved on his cycle from
his residence in Niralanagar to
BNA where he was a teacher.
He said LU’ facade is embed-
ded in his mind.

Kher was a part of the
Literary Fest under LU’s cente-
nary celebrations on Sunday
where he spoke on lessons
taught by life in a virtual con-
versation with Yatindra Mishra.

“At the outset, I was a
learner and coming from a
small town of Himachal
Pradesh, my endeavour was to
learn something at all the
places that I visited. During the
36 years of my time in the
industry, I have never taken a
holiday because I|enjoy my
work,” he insisted.

“Being the son of a Forest

department clerk had a salary
of Rs 900, I feel life has given
me a lot,” he added.

Having no qualms in
admitting that he was a bad
student in academics and
would never Eet anything above
38 percent, he said his father
never scolded him for that.
“Once went to him to get my
report card signed after I
ranked 65th in the class, he
asked me how many children
were there in the class. When
I told him there were 66 stu-
dents, he said those who score
the first rank are always tense
since they have to maintain the
rank but one who has got the
65th rank can only get better.
Remember that fajlure is an
event, and not a person,” he
recalled.

Kher said he got his first
break in the movie "Saraansh’
after three years of struggle. “1
never thought that I would be
t}?emﬂt as | was playing the
role of a 65-year-old man. 1

have always believed that to be
noticed, one has to do some-
thing different. Once when I
was asked to do an audition, I
was given the choice between
playing a woman or man, I
chose to become the woman
called “Vasantsena’ because it
was different. I was praised for
what was termed a daring
thing to do,” he said.

Kher said he would never
intellectualise his work. "I did
not carry what I had learnt at
the National School of Drama
asab because acting was
more about doing than think-
mrg, I would also enjoy the work

commercial artistes such as
Rajendra Kumar and Sunil
Dutt. I remember when some-
one asked me to be cast oppo-
site Sharmila Tagore or
Moushmi Chatterjee, 1 was
not listening to the role but was
thinking about these two hero-
ines,” he said.

The actor said that it was
during the corona pandemic

that he wrote a book and also
learnt that there are very little
things which people require to
be happy.

Commenting on the pop-
ularity of his mother on social
media, he said after his father
died in 2012, he started mak-
ing these videos so that she did
not feel lonely, and the response
was great. About challenging
roles, he said playing the role
of former PM Manmohan
Singh was a difficult task and
he had to work on it for over a

ear watching the videos to get
the tonal quality ri

Anupam said that
Hollywood is much more

T%anised than Bollywood.
ey even tell you how to
hreathe It’s also a place where
everyone is treated as an equal
unlike Bollywood where hier-
arch‘F works,” he added.
he actor said he was
impressed by a poem written
by Pankaj Prasoon which he
read out at Times Square.

from the proctor’s office to Raj
Bhawan. The event was organ-
ised and led by former presi-
dent of Lucknow University
Athletics Association Neeraj
Jain.

Vice-Chancellor AK Rai,
proctor Dinesh Kumar, other
faculty members and several
students participated in the
walk. Governor Anandiben
Patel welcomed everyone and
said yoga, sports and physical
acﬁﬂ}ﬁegs shlz:uld be app:.{rt of
ones life. Congratulating LU on
its centenary year, the governor
the 100-year journey should be
made memorable.

“Make children realise
their talent, work together and
accept each other’s qualities so
that the country can move for-
ward. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has given the
country a high place in the
world with his stress on work-
ing together and the universi-
l}; will also progress like that,’
she said.

The governor said various
programmes should be organ-
ised for the students and they
should be taken on education-
al excursions. “Give them an
opportunity to make all the
necessary preparations related
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Governor Anandiben Patel addressing participants of centennial walk at Raj Brawan on Sunday

to travel. Provide teachers’ sup-
port and guidance in learning
and doing new things. They
will develop a sense of confi-
dence and leadership qualities,’
she told the teachers.
“Students from rural, trib-
al and other areas come to
study in universities. Create
such an environment that those
coming from backward areas
can study without stress,” she
said. The padyatra team includ-
ed VC AK Rai along with
teachers and students who
were also invited to visit the
ardens and cowsheds at Raj
hawan.
A plantation drive was also
organised in the university

campus in which the VC plant-
ed saplings in front of the
Human Resource Development
Centre. Students planted 100
palash trees.

“Palash or tesu is the state
plant of Uttar Pradesh and is
known for its beautiful ochre
red flowers that bloom around
Holi. It is culturally significant
for its use in Holi colours. It is
economically significant for
its leaves are to make pat-
tals. It is also medicinally
important as the bark of this
tree has bone-strengthening
properties,” an official said.

Meanwhile, a heritage walk
started from Bhaurao Devras
Dwar and saw the participation

Pioneer

of international tourists.

Among the first to arrive
were tourists from Spain
Natalia Ana Gomez and Rahul
De La Rose. While taking the
tanga joy ride, the Spanish
guests had some beautiful
glimpses of LU heritage,
including the historic Lal
Baradari, Tagore Library and
Arts Quadrangle

Coordinator, Institute of
Tourism Studies, Anupama
Srivastava said when she came
to know about the arrival of
Spanish visitors to the city, she
offered them to join the her-
itage walk and they accepted
the offer despite their pre-
planned visits.
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Kher recalls Lucknow days, tells LU Awestruck by varsity’s beauty, Spanish
tourist couple joins centennial walk
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students to chase passion, not marks

Lucknow: “Don’t worry about

marks, just fllow your pas- main tha (My destination was
glon” - thils was the word of ad- my own self),” he added.
vice to studants from versatile Kher sald he did not study
actor Anupam Kher who sha- it LU but had fond momories
med the experiences of his of passing by the university
Lucknow days during virtual every day as he lived In Nirala-
interface with youngstwrs as  Anupam Kher during virtual nagar
part of LU centenary celebra-  interaction with students “Now, | may romanticize
tions on Sunday the past and my struggle but
During the talk, moderas my work. Apne kandhey pe  thosedays were roally tough. 1
ted by poet Yatindra Mishra, gold modal Jake nahinghoom  used to act In plays for Rs 100,
Kher spoke about his strugg- & main(ldon'tbragaboutmy Hard work paidand I got a job
les and how marksand medals  gold medals), For me, journey  of Rs 1,200 por month at Bhar-
are not everyithing “Lessons i more Important than the iendu Natya Academy” he re-
mught by life and pursuing destination. I scored poorly in - called When asked by the poot
one's passions can help achie  academicsbutstillif lamhere  why he acocopted the rojeof an
veanything,” he sakl. at a university itmeans Thave elderly man (in "Saraansh’) at

*1 never Intellectualized

done something in my life,” he

Kher shares life
lessons with
students, staft

If you try, you risk
failure; if you don't,
you ensure it, he says

HT Correspondent

fetters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Veteran actor Anu-
pam Kher shared his success
mantra and life lessons with
students and staff of Lucknow
University during an online
interaction on the occasion of
the university’s centenary cele-
brations on Sunday.

“If you try, you risk failure; if
you don’t, you ensure it.” This
was the motto that made him
continue working all these
years, he said.

Although the actor never
studied at LU, he feltan attach-
ment with it, he revealed.

“I never studied in LU, but
during my stay in the Nirala
Nagar area of Lucknow, I often
used to cross the road in front of
it on my cycle to Hazratganj.
This established a sense of

attachment, which I experience
till date,” said Kher who has
acted in over 500 movies.

Lucknow University (LU)
alumnus and poet Yatindra
Mishra moderated the interac-
tion in which Anupam Kher
also talked about his struggle,
career and his life view.

“My father, a clerk in the for-
est department, was my best
friend. He taught me many
things. He always used to say
that failure is an event, not a
person who will be there for
long This thought pushed me to
do what [ wanted in life without
fear of failure,” Kher said, while
talking about his first movie
‘Ssaaransh’. Kher said people
had made their lives complex in
recent times, but the pandemic
taught everyone only three
things were needed to survive.

The actor admitted he never
excelled in studies, but was a
keen learner. These qualities
helped him grow as an actor
during his days in the National
School of Drama (NSD), he said.

“I liked the work of many
prominent actors, but I never
tried to become like them. I
believe to be part of the system
where the journey is more
important than the destination,”
said the actor.

“The younger generation is
very honest in expressing what
they believe in,” said Kher.

sald “My competition was
with myself. Mars muogam

such a young age and was it

(Clockwise) Artistes staging a play "Paansa’ at Lucknow University on Sunday; tourists Natalia Ana Gomez and Rahul De La Rose from

not a risk, he replied: “Ir you
Iry you risk fmflure, f you
don't, youensure it. Main hero
nahin actor banne sya tha (1
wantoed to be an actor, not a he
ro).”

My father was my best firl-
nd. He used to say that fallure
s an event,” he added.

Eher motivated students
not to bescared of Galluresand
sald, “Coronavirus pandemic
has taught us many things. It
has made us realtze that we ne-
od very fow things to stay hap-
py™ During the interaction,
the actoralsoappreciated a po-
om, ‘Laodkivan bahut lodakao
hott hatn® by a Lucknow-based

City boy who won LU alumnus takes centre stage with
medal at LU’s first

convocation in 1922

Tiomais, Plifvowrss. Nl Tvmioin.

Lucknow: Ashamosh Bhans-
charym fromm thi ol wes onp ol
thct Lt el Frinclad witmmsrs off
Lot Cirrbversioy smed mwar-
] @t ohe st coEvoation 10
EEE2 o eopiilng MA (Erglish).
He toppad In BA 1 and BA 2 in

Twars. Mows Momeons

Locknow, As the arts qo-
ndrangle of Loacknow Unl-
versirny pliscensd under
white light. & bhorltags
highlighisd by (llussing-
thon of the PrEsend
and former students of the
institution romained glued
to thetr seats a8 40 Eriisis
presamnied ‘Pasnsa’, & play
direcind by theatro perso-
nality and LU alumnus Sa.
lim ATiE

| sEnskn

«| Tinl gokd medal for opping MA
= | oven yoars Laier and

el ol e R -

B ] S0 pospoctivoly foo-
ring highes: in English and

He weas given Whine Memd:
W AR
i asa koo in L s English

deparimsent the same year He
sorverd thore tlll 1568 His #on

SALIM ARIF'S
PLAY STAGED

‘Paansa’, written by post
and [yricist Guizar, s an in-
merpretation of Pavan K
Varma's English poam
Yodhisthir and Draupadi®.

|mieracts with [he auience on LU campr

Prof SN Bhatscharys, oo, Ashutosh Bhaltacharys moshed “Im ihe MOk yoar ol L1,
g it N0 ChMmiSery dopars.  thee goid madal in 1502 the el WES 10 Come hiére
men adber dodng s Philes Le for nround two months and
woils Univorstos Engiand But he had o deep spiritunl ¥ praqn present students for

"My fuhes’s name was b AMings. He lkowod Anands s iy Bue Covid-i pan-
tor writin, perhaps in Malvi  mayl Ma across the whole 00 aem)c joft the plan haywi-
¥ Hall with golden ink, which  onory”hosays "Hehadthelar:  pg * said Arif after (he colo-
ot ornssd whan parvol thoball  gest oolioctkon of Thmir magpod urfol anid  thooght-prove

Lucknow: A couple from Spain, who
had come to Lucknow to have a
glimpse of the city's rich cultureand
heritage, could not stop themselves
from visiting Lucknow University
when they came to know the institu-
tion 1s celebrating 100 years of 1tsex-
Istenca.
Raul De La Rosa and his wife Nata-
lia Ana Gomez hopped on t0 a Lakh-
navitonga(horsecart) to view the ar-
chitectural beauty of the campus.
They also jolned LU's centenary cele-
brations by participating In the heri-
tage walk on Sunday.

the Nawabi horse cart ride left them
spellbound as they gasped In disbell-

poot Panka) Prasoon. ef.

iy porfor mamnoe.
“LU has s&¢ an exemple

flar ekRy Whoare niding be-
hind pandemic. Positive

ol i
Spansh couple taking A tonga ride on
When they reached the campus, LUcampus on Sunday afternoon

. WOrk can bé done even un-

ider limisations. Comeennial

celebrations woere organd

Iﬂ both online and offi
L homdded.

horse cart ride.

splendid university ,”

“1 am excited to be a part of the
centennial celebrations of the grand

join it.”

Spain during the heritage walk on the campus; students at a science exhibition and varsity employees and students on a centennial
walk from the Lucknow University to Raj Bhawan on Sunday.

HT PHOTOS

Artars perform i Piama’ and play dirmetor Gadm Arll (3bove

mation, he said time had oo-
e o thaem 0 ke firrwned
e Ao AN NS i Smd
oth imnsition of ideas.

vis# pniversity and the heritage walk. |
had come to see the beauty of Luck-
now and being a witness to the histo-
ric moment of the universiity has be-
én an enriching experience,” said
Raul, adding that this was for the
first time that he took Lucknow's

“The rich architecture and histo-
ry of the university is quite fascina-
ting. | couldn’t stop taking pictures.
The memories captured here will be
ingrained in my mind forever. 1 will
definitely tell my friends about this
sald Matalla.

Anupama Srivastava, a faculty at
the Institute of Tourism Studies, sa-
1d: “The moment we told them about
Lucknow University centenary cele-
brations, they Instantly decided to
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neglected relationship

onship ....centennial walk to Raj Bhawan

LUCKNOW : ‘Paansa’, a dramati-
zation by Gulzar of Pavan K
Varma's long poem Yudhishthir
and Draupadi’ was staged at
Lucknow University during the
ongoing centenary celebrations
on Sunday.

Directed by Salim Arif
explained the complexities of
Draupadi’s relationship with her
five husbands, especially with
Yudhishthir,

The play takes everyone to the
period when four Pandavas
fainted after drinking the water
of a pond protected by a Yaksha
without answering his ques-
tions. The audience applauded
the acting of Amit Bahal as
Yudhishthir and Lubna Salim as

Dimpy Mishra as sutradhar were
perfect. Music by Sudip Banerjee
was praised by everyone.

Salim Arif said, “Paansa HT Correspondent
brings a new perspective to the

Mahabharata’s most neglected letters@hindustantimes.com
relationship. The play uses the

episode to look into the uneasy L JCKNOW: The employees of
thir and Drousadi His sustery LUCknow  University and a
?ﬁfﬁﬂﬁf"tﬂ“}“ﬂmﬁﬁﬂf group of students carried out a
Draupadi, who loves Arjus centennial walk from the Luc-
Eambeﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ'ﬁumﬁém know University to Raj Bhawan
boet the opportunity to meditate ON Sunday, the fourth day of the
M:ﬂ o e nﬂ e s Enguing centennial year cele-
of life.” rations.

The event was organized and
led by Neeraj Jain, ex-president,
Lucknow University Athletic
Association. The vice chancel-
lor, proctor Prof Dinesh Kumar
and many other faculty wmem-
bers along with several students
participated in it. The walk
ended at Raj Bhawan where LU
Chancellor and the Governor of
Uttar Pradesh Anandiben Patel
welcomed everyone.

VC Alok Kumar Rai said that
yoga, sports and physical prac-
tice should be a part of life. “We
must make a rule to walk daily
in the morning. The governor

said that Lucknow University

Lucknow University staff take

Scientainment, Atal Sandhya today

LUCKNOW: Scientainment, a
cocktail of science and satire
by poet Pankaj Prasun, will be
held on Monday, the fifth day
of the ongoing LU centennial
year celebrations event. It will
be followed by poetry recital
by renowned poet Kumar

had a 100-year journey which
should be made memorable.

The governor said that vari-
ous programmes should be
organized for the students in
the university. Students from
rural, tribal and various other
areas came to study in the var-
sity and they must be given an
environment where they may
study without stress. The gover-
nor also invited the Padayatra to
visit the gardens and cowsheds
of the Raj Bhavan.

Later in the day, a plantation
drive was organized on LU cam-
pus. VC Alok Kumar Rai initi-
ated the drive by planting sap-

Vishwas. The theme for the
poetry recital will be former
prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

A yoga camp, heritage
walk, science and art festival
and sports event are also
scheduled earlierin the day.

lings in front of Human
Resource Development Centre.
Students of Prakriti, the nature
wing of zoology d ent stu-
dent club (Vitals), undertook
centennial plantation of 100
Palash trees. Palash or Tesu or
Butea monosperma is the state
plant of UP and is known for its
beautiful ochre red flowers that
bloom near Holi. A heritage
walk was also held. Two foreign
tourists Natalia Ana Gomez and
Rahul De La Rose were also part
of the walk. The duo rode in
horse carriage and enjoyed
glimpses of LU along with a
group of history bluffs.

{ GUEST COLUMN }

ON Bhargava, managing secretary, Feroze Gandhi College, Rae Bareli

When Dr SD Sharma, others
argued with British collector

two days after Mahatma

Gandhi made a do-or-die

call in his Quit India
speech. [ was then studying in
Lucknow Christian College
and later graduated from the
Lucknow University in April
1947, Along with some other
students, I reached the uni-
versity campus after crossing
the Gomti near the Boat Club
as Monkey Bridge was
blocked by police.

After a lot of commotion
and excitement, a large pro-
cession of students started
from the university towards
the city but was stopped on
the Monkey Bridge as Section
144 had been imposed. The
then British collector of Luc-
know was also present there.
Girl students in groups of two
or three were allowed but the
main procession was blocked.
These girl students returned
after seeing that a lot of mili-
tary vehicles with Tommies
(as the British soldiers were
then called) were parked on
the then Imli Road’ reaching
Hazratganj and warned the
students.

However, emotions were
very high and the students
insisted on taking the proces-
sion. After much hullabaloo,
the British collector saw his
watch and ordered “two min-
utes, disperse or lathi charge”
with an Anglo-Indian ser-

I t was August 10, 1942, i.e.

geant standing next to him.
For two minutes, the students
insisted but at the tick of
clock, the sergeant seized a
student standing next to me
and hit him with baton while
the police force moved for-
ward lathicharging the stu-
dents.

All students fled and
jumped the fence of the regis-
trar office which at that time
was just across the old Mon-
key Bridge.

The students somehow col-
lected bricks and pelted the
same on the police force
which retreated and after that
the collector ordered firing on
the crowd. The firing struck
the university students union
building and there was a lot
of noise.

Hearing the gunshots, a
number of teachers, includ-
ing Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma
who was a lecturer in the fac-
ulty of law at that time and
later became the President of
India, led by professor Nirmal
Kumar Sidhanta walked from
the Canning College of the
university to Monkey Bridge.
Students surrounded their
learned teachers and stated
that Section 144 did not ban
movement of groups of three
or four persons and hence
they should be allowed.

Prof Sidhanta and others
then argued with the collec-
tor who agreed to their logical

pleadings and allowed the
students to proceed in small
groups.

Apart from whatever hap-
pened later in Aminabad
where repeated lathicharge
and firings took place and CB
Gupta, a leading activist, was
there at that time, it has to be
noted how much respect the
university teachers com-
manded at that time that even
the arrogant British collector,
when confronted, had to sub-
mit to their pleadings.

Years later when | had the
privilege of meeting Dr
Shankar Dayal Sharma, who
was then the Vice President of
India, the topic of Lucknow
University came into discus-
sion and Dr Sharma became
nostalgic about his teaching
days at the university.

He also recalled the inci-
dent of firing on freedom
activists of the university in
August 1942,

He was delighted to discuss
the details of the same and
presented me with an auto-
graphed copy of the booklet
in which tribute was paid to
former PM Rajiv Gandhi in
Rajya Sabha of which he was
the ex-officio chairman at the
time.

Itis a proud privilege that
the University of Lucknow is
celebrating 100 years of its
establishment and has such a
great heritage.




