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Cheer back on LU campus as
classes unlock after 9 months

Students
Flout Covid
Guidelines

Tmes News NeTworx

Lucknow: Afteralonggapof
nine months, buzz was back
mn Lucknow University on
vionday as 1t unlocked class-
s for on-campus teaching.

It was the first day on LU
Aampus for freshers, who
wok admissions a few
months ago. For senior stu-
lents, itwas timefor reunion
w1th classmates and friends.
Excltement was clearly visl-
ole as students exchanged
nags, clicked selfles, cracked
okes and savoured canteen's
chal’ and ‘bandh-samosa’
jesides attending classes.
I'he attendance in class-
"00ms was between 25-40%.

LU gardens teemed with
student groups sharing thelr
xperiencesof the pandemic.

However, amid the excite-
ment, many students forgot
the Covid protocols like
wearing face mask and so-
-laldistancing. A large num-
jer of students reached the
Ampus even before the de
jartments were opened.

*Lectures will held on on-
¥ two days In a week in the
ommerce department. | did
10t have my class today but
when I came to know that my
yatstation friends would be
sack on the campus, we all
lecided to meet up,” said
BCom student Prashant Mis-
1ra. Hesald inonline classes
e could see friends but

Gardens and open spaces at LU
teemed with students who met
after months. However, in many

groups on the campus,
distancing and masks were absent

couldn't enjoy leg-pulling,
sitting in a group and shar-
Ing food and notes.

“It was wonderful com-
Ing back to the department
and catching butterflies for
our practicals. The fun of
learning on campus is some-
thing that 1s not possible in
online learning,” sald BSc
student Shraddha.

BSc student Ritu Priya
said, “I had decided to get
books issued from the library,
discuss concepts which were
unclear and to ask about as-
signments but forgot every-
thing after I met my friends. |
didn’t realize that I missed
my lecture while chit chat.
ting in Tagore lawn.”

LU officials, however, had
made arrangements like so-
cial distancing circles and
sanitizers at a few places like
In dean and cashier officers
but most students ignored
them In the excitement to

meet friends and batchmates.

*1 was so excited when |
SAW new signages, white-
washed bulldings, lush well
maintained trees and night
lights on the campus. My

friends and I couldn't stop
ourselves from taking a

round of the campus. It
seemedas if wehadentereda
new university” said MBA
student Atharva Singh.

Times View

excitement among students to reunite was boundto

overflow as the momentcame after nine months of mentally
exhausting restrictions on movement. Campus lifeundoubtedly
has its own charm, but giving Covid safety protocols amissisnot
awise thing to do. Besides putting themselves and their families
atrisk, a Covid-19 outbreakina group or a superspreader
gathering can bring back the restrictions whichall of us hatethe
most. A responsible and cautious approachis good for alltill the

pandemicsubsides.

Alternate day
classes to
ensure social
distancing

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: On day one of the
resumption of on-campus
classes at Lucknow Universi-
ty, a number of classes of hu-
manities and science were
held while in thecommercefa-
culty, offline classes were held
in the applied economics de-
partment.

Every department has ma-
de its own schedule for calling
students on campus in a man-
ner that social distancing
norms be followed.

In all science depart-
ments, practicals will be held
daily while theory classes ha-
ve been called on alternate da-
ys. In commerce, online clas-
ses will be held twice in a day
whileinhumanitiesit’sthrice
in a week.

“Theuniversity will short-
lybe windingup with postgra-
duate admissions and their
classes will start in mid-De-
cember,” said LU spokesper-
Son.

He said the cut-off list of
some PG subjects has been
uploaded on the university
website. Fee submission in a
fewcoursesin whichentrance
test was not conducted has al-
ready begun while that of the
remaining will start from Tu-
esday from 11am. The last date
to submit fees is December 11,
headded.

9 months on, LU reopens

with moderate attendance

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Aftera gap ofabout
nine months, University of Luc-
know (LU) reopened on Monday
with moderate attendance of
students, following the guide-
lines of the state government.
The university was closed just
after the outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic in March this year.

LU vice- chancellor Prof Alok
Kumar Rai said, “Though uni-
versities and degree colleges
across the state reopened on
November 23, LU delayed its
undergraduate classes because
of the weeklong centenary cele-
brations that concluded on
November 25.”

He said, “We had started
postgraduate practical classes
for our students even when the
function was on. Feedback from
teachers indicates that there
was a good number of under-
graduates students in class-
rooms.”

As students thronged the
campus on Monday, it was selfie
moment for them to announce
the opening of their classroom
teaching. They shared their pic-
tures with friends on the social
media platforms. “While stu-
dents’ presence on the main
campus was up to the mark,
only handful of students turned

-"ﬁ" h’ﬂt '}

Jubilant students on the university campus that opened after nine

months.

up on the new campus which is
mainly meant for law graduates
and management courses,” an
official said.

Hemant Pandey, a BA-LLB
first-year student said, “It was
my first day in the university.
We were about 12 students in
the classroom today. We hope
more students will turn up in
days to come. [ was excited to
see the sprawling campus.
Though our online classes
started ahead of Diwali, but
physical classes are much better
than online teaching.”

Those students, who turned
up at the second campus of the
University at Sitapur Road, said
the fun part of the university
culture was still missing as stu-

DEEPAK GUPTA/HT

dents were concerned about
their safety and avoiding large
gathering near canteens, the
favourite joint, where students
prefer to sip tea and relish bun
and butter or samosas.

Prof Rakesh Chandra of phi-
losophy department said, “It
was heartening to see students
on the campus. The undergrad-
uate students looked very
enthusiastic. The classroom
teaching experience was differ-
ent with students wearing mask
due to the pandemic,” he said.

“Classes began from 8.25 am
onwards with students gradu-
ally crawling in, excited to join
the academic as well as the cul-
tural life of the campus,” he
said.
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