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Lucknow: Well-known blolo-
gist and former head of Luck-
now University's botany de-
partment, Prof Dinesh Ku-
mar, became the latest victim
of Covid-19 when he succum-
bed to the virus on Sunday
morning. Prof Kumar, 73, had
been admitted to a Nolda ho-
spital after testing positive a
few days ago. He had retired
from LU in 2010 and was li-
ving In the NCR since then
with hisson.

Apartfrombeing the bota-
ny department’s head, Prof
Kumar also served as the di-
rector of Institute of Mass
Communication in Sclence
and Technology atthe univer-
sity. He did his MSc from
Lucknow University in 1969
andPhD in 1974 beforejoining
the Panjab University He ca-
me back to his alma mater as
a teacherin 1977 and taughtin
LU for 33 years till his retire-
ment in 2010.

A devoted academic, he
supervised 24 PhDs and pub-
lished over 50 research pa-
pers in international jour-
nals. “Apart from beingabril-
liant botanist, he was a cheer-
ful person, full of positive
vibes,” recalled former head
and zoology faculty (retd)
Prof AK Sharma.

meessor Dinesh Kumar

Prof Kumar 1Is survived
by his wife and two sons, who
are based In Nolda and Gur-
gaon.

LU teachers mourned the
demise of Prof Dinesh who
also served as the general se-
cretary of Lucknow Univer-
sity Retired Teachers’ Assocl-
ation and held the various ad-
ministrative posts in the uni-
versity.

“He was an extremely 1i-
vely person and a dedicated
academician. In the year 2006,
he was the proctor when a
group of rowdy students had
attacked his residence but he
didn’t give up and continued
with hisadministrativerole,”
said Prof Sharma.

Prof Vineet Verma, gene-
ral secretary of LU Teachers’
Assoclation, sald, “We have
lostabrilliantacademician,a
good administratorandthefl-
nest human being. A condo-
lence meeting will be held at

L.Uon Monday morning.”

University in News on 14 December 2020
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