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make harassment
plaint: NCW chief

Tmes News NETWORK

Lucknow: Chief of the National Commission for
Women (NCW) Rekha Sharma on Tuesday said
that a large number of sexual harassment comp-
laints are received from victims pursuing rese-
arch in higher education institutes and these ne-
ed to be taken seriously.

Sharma was speaking at Lucknow Universi-
ty’s Malviya Hall, addressing members of the In-
ternal Complaints Committee (ICC) of around 30

Rekha Sharma addresses mbers of ICCatLWl

state and central education and research institu-
tions in Lucknow.

Sharma also recommended certain changes
in the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workpla-
ce (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013. “The time frame of three months within
which a victim of sexual harassment hastofllea
complaint should be increased. This will promote
more victims to take a stand for themselves and
reach out for help,” she said.

“ICC should also strongly discourage any com-
promise between the victims and the offender becau-

seitdoes not serve the Act’s purpose,” she added.

Head of ICC at LU Prof Sheela Mishra said,
“The NCW chief also exhorted committee mem-
bers torealise the power of ICC and by using that
power take note of all typesof bigandsmall comp-
laints so that the burden on the commission and
thecourts isshared.”

The workshop was jointly organised by UP
State Women’s Commission (UPSWC) and LU in
view of the ongoing Mission Shakti campaign of
the government.

“The ICCs can play an important role in dis-
pelling gender equality in workplace and in ma-
king women independent and powerful,” said vi-
ce president of UPSWC Sushma Singh.
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Varsity attracting
foreign students

PNS B LUCKNOW

Lucknow University is attracting a large number
of foreign students who are joining various cours-
es under several schemes of ICCR. Director of
International Collaboration and International
Student Advisor, Lucknow University, RP Singh
from the English department said that they are work-
ing on the university’s vision and their efforts would
be to attract more and more students.

He said that 59 international students have
already joined LU since November last year and four
more are slated to join within the next fortnight.

“These 59 students are from various African
countries such as Kenya, Uganda, Laos, Afghanistan,
Taiwan etc. The four which are scheduled to arrive
include three from African countries and one from
Thailand,” he said. He added that they have given
admission to 80 students, but it depends on clear-
ance from respective embassies.

Citing the reasons why these students are opt-
ing for Lucknow University, Singh said: “Our grad-
ing has increased and we have a good ranking
amongst higher education institutes. Besides, the
research work, culture and Lucknow city attract the
students. The quality of education, facilities which
we are providing and the initiatives of the vice-chan-
cellor also help,” he said. He added that the foreign
students have joined the departments of English,
Commerce, Management, Botany, Physics,
Chemistry, Public Administration and Law.

He pointed out said they have recently estab-
lished Centre of International Affairs. “We will have
several programmes and add-on courses for students.
We will also survey their requirements and then do
some post-doc courses for them, We will also pub-
lish an international journal with these students,” he
said. Singh said they have big plans for the foreign
students. “We will be starting a cross-cultural dia-
logue. We will let them share their culture and we
will also share our culture to create what is called
cultural diplomacy. When we talk about global sce-
nario, youths from different parts of the world should
come together and talk about environment and
other concerns,” he said.

LU signs MoU with IATO

Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow University and Indian
Association of Tour Operators signed an MoU at the
Institute of Tourism Studies on Tuesday. The MoU
was signed by LU Vice-Chancellor Prof AK Rai and
chairman of Indian Association Tour Operators
(IATO), Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand Chapter,
Prateek Hira.

On the occasion, the LU vice-chancellor said that
through this MoU, the university aims at bridging
the gap between the industry and academia and cre-
ate better opportunities for students.

“The MoU is for a duration of three years.
Institute of Tourism Studies and IATO will assist each
other in creating a closure interaction between the
industry and academia. Student of the institute will
also get opportunities of employment and training;’
he said. Coordinator of Institute of Tourism Studies
Anupama Srivastava said IATO will contribute in
designing of course structure, conducting research
and special training programme for the institute.

Hira said IATO will benefit as the faculty of the
institute will assist in conducting training pro-
gramme for IATO members from time to time.
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