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Lucknow University begins census of

vultures and state bird sarus in UP

HT Correspondent
letters @htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The Institute of
Wildlife Sciences, Lucknow Uni-
versity (LU) has started a census
of the state bird sarus and vul-
tures, an endangered bird spe-
cies in 75 districts of Uttar Pra-
desh (UP).

The census would be done in
collaboration with department
of Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, said LU spokes-
man Durgesh Srivastava.

Sarus (Grus Antigone) is a
state bird of UP and is the tallest
flying bird found in the wetland
and agricultural land in Asia.
Similarly, vultures, considered

natural scavengers, play a very
important role in our bio-sys-
tem. Population of both these
bird species has declined over
the years. “Baseline data about
the current population statusis a
key to conservation. Till now lot
of surveys have been done in UP
but the complete district wise
map of sarus and vulture distri-
bution in the state is lacking,”
officials said. “This census will
be completed in three phases till
June 16th. The census will be
linked to GPS data of the region
for both the birds and the data
thus collected will be compiled
to bring about a detailed sarus
and vulture Atlas of UP,” LU
Spokesman said.

LUSTUDENTS TO BE
TRAINED FOR JOBS
IN TOURISM SECTOR

LUCKNOW: The Lucknow

University on Tuesday signed

an MoU with Indian

Association of Tour Operators
(IATO) to train students for

opportunities in tourism

sector. The MoU was signed by

vice-chancellor prof Alok

Kumar Rai and Prateek Hira,
chairman, Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand chapter who

represented Indian

Association Tour Operators at
Institute of Tourism Studies on

the varsity campus.
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