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Doyen of geology, Prof IB ‘Sir used to come in slippers, even

Singh, passes

Lucknow: Prof IB Singh, the
doyen of geology, museum
man of Lucknow
University, who
waspartof Dwar-
ka Excavation
and did compre-
- hensive study of
the Ganga Plains, providing
indepth analysis of land-
form development, and was
head of geology department,
breathed hislaston Thursday
morning at the age of 75 after
prolonged illness.

Faculty members from all
departments, scientists from
Birbal Sahni Institute of Pa-
laeosciences and other insti-
tutionsrushed topay tributes
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away at 75

“ingh had done BSc (Hons)
« ) and MSc (geology) from LU
in early 60s and joined as a lec-
turer in 1972 and served for
around 40 years. He published
_ four books and 200 research pa-
Students, teachers pay tributes to Pers.
ProfIB Singh at LU on Thursday Faculty members and scien-
tists who had been his students
when hisbody was brought to Sa1d he notonly taught geology,
LU butlife lessons as well.
Famous among students, Former director of Geologi-
teachers and all people of the calSurvey of Indla, ViIkram Ral
scientist fraternity, Singh Sald, “If we could not get a re-
was known for his simplicity served ticket during academic
and his over five decades of tours to excavation sites with

contribution in thefleld of ge- SIr, he sat on the train floor and
ology. used tosay, Jab trainmein berth

na miley, tab jo earth pe so jaye,
pSir came barefoot,P4  wohhiasligeologisthar.”

“If you will not add more to
your knowledge, your career
will come down like landslides
that occur often in Uttarak-
hand. This was how he taught
us, he connected every concept
of geology with our lives to

makeusunderstandlifeandsci-

AEGIS | TGS favafderea 4 dnco togothor™ sald Ray] Kant

T 3R WRIREARD S TR Singh, a senlor geologlst at
groundwater department, UP

T e s woning ol wa

i unique, and his simple living
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pers an some es even

de3e W 3MUcie Bl TR | rushed barefoot to take lecture,
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Former LLU prof passes away

PNS B LUCKNOW

ormer professor of

Lucknow  University
(Geology department) Indra
Bir Singh passed away on
Thursday morning. Singh, who
had been suffering from a lung
ailment for the last couple of
years, died of a heart attack.

His mortal remains were

fessor at Louisiana State
University (1984-86) and the
University of Erlangen-
Nuremberg (1998-99). He was
also an Alexander von
Humboldt Fellow in Germany
(1978-79).

“Prof Singh applied the
knowledge of environment to
resolve geological problems of
wide ranging time and space.

brought to the Geology depart-
ment for the faculty members
and students to pay their last
respects. Prof Vibhuti Rai said
Singh was a world renowned
geologist.

“Prof Singh dared to think
differently in all scientific pur-
suits. Apart from geology, his
knowledge and accomplish-
ments went way beyond the
streams of art, music, culture,
history and cuisines. As his
first regular research student, I
had the privilege of knowing
him very closely. He had the
vision, perhaps with a third eye,
which made him solve so many
different tangled and vexed
problems of geology. He was a
man with novel ideas emerging
all the time, and straightfor-
wardness was his style.
Although known as a world
famous sedimentologist, he
was no less an achiever in the
fields of precambrian to quater-

- ~
File photo of Prof Indra Bir Singh

nary geology. With over 200
research publications and four
books, his contributions have
become immortal, like himself.
His work on Karewa in Jammu
and Kashmir is exemplary,”
Rai said.

Prof Singh completed BSc
(Hons) in 1961 and MSc
(Geology) in 1962 from LU. He
went on to obtain a doctorate
in 1966 from the Technical
University of Stuttgart,
Germany.

He joined the department
of Geology in 1972, started
teaching and research in the
field o? sedimentology and
stratigraphy, became a lectur-
er in 1975), reader in 1984 and
professor in 1986. He became
the head of the department in
1995, dean in 2003 and retired
in 2008. He was a visiting pro-

He reinterpreted part of the
Himalayan succession and
established Precambrian -
Cambrian boundary. He made
a comprehensive study of the
Ganga Plain, providing in-
depth analysis of landform
development, physical-geo-
chemical process interaction
and human landform interac-
tion. He has been associated
with important geo-archaeo-
logical findings — namely
identification of Ganga Plain as
grassland in the past and
domestication of rice since
8,500 years BP a Lucknow
University official said.

Prof Singh was conferred L
Rama Rao Birth Centenary
Award by the Geological
Society of India (1996) and
National Mineral Award by
the Union Ministry of Mines
(1996). He was also honoured
with the Fellow of National
Academy of Sciences (FNA).

barefoot sometimes for lectures’

ILLUSTRIOUS LEGACY
»Prof IB Singh » He wrote 400 books
graduated from LUand | and published 200
served at ONGC research papers
» He also taught » Was conferred the
at Louisiana State L Rama Rao Birth
University (US) & Centenary Award
University of Erlangen- by the Geological
Nuremberg (Germany) Society of India (1996)
»He was the Alexander | and National Mineral
von Humboldt Fellow in | Award by Ministry of '}
Germany (1978-79) Mines (1996)
sincehebelieved thateverysec- torate General of Hydrocar-

ond of his life was for his stu-
dents. Name an institution in
Indiaorabroad in thefleldof ge-
ology, you will find there will be
atleastonebrightgeologist who
had been Prof Singh’sstudent,”
he added.

He was a teacher par excel-
lence,like a parent to all his stu-
dents, said faculty member
Prof KK Agarwal.

“He developed the Centre of
Sedimentological Research at
the university. His contribution
was not confined to LU, but at
national and internationallevel
as well. He was associated with
projects of the International
Union of Geological Sciences
(IGCP)and wasamember of the
Advisory Council of the Direc-

bons, thelist is long and unend-
ing,” he added.

Senior geologist at Geologi-
cal Survey of India, Kalyan
Krishna, said, “I still remember
each and every concept taught
by him in MSc. He wanted to de-
velop research temperament in
every student. Our MSc was no
less than doctoral study as sir
made us understand that sci-
ence iIs best understood when it
is explained in simple words.”

His science class was very
different from the others be-
cause we never heard any in-
comprehensible technical
terms or scientific jargon dur-
ing hislecture as he taughtina
lay man’s language, Krishna
added.
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