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tion clock was inaugurat-
ed at gate number 2 of
Lucknow University by
Minister of State for Health and

Choubey and state’s Health
Minister Jai Pratap Singh on
Tuesday.

Research Centre and head of
LU’s Economics department

of setting up the clock ata van-
tage point is to make people
aware that the population fig-
ure is ticking over.
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“Everyone can look at the
clock, be it someone commut-
ing on the road or by metro.
Since its installation, it has
also become a selfie point.
This clock will spread aware-

‘Population of India today
over the clock,” he said.

Agarwal said the figures
given by the clock are project-
ed figures and the clock is pro-
grammed by the department.
“We will update further with
more programming. It is not
the exact birth that is record-
ed every second but the likely
figure which we get through
projection. We have data com-
ing from various sources and
we revise the projection of fig-
ures accordingly,” he pointed
out. He said they were able to
set up the clock at a cost of Rs
1.5 lakh.

Agarwal said they also got
Rs 5 crore from the Central
government for the construc-
tion of Population Research

Family Welfare Ashwini Kumar §

Prof MK Agarwal said theaim il

UP’s first population cloc
COmes up at university

Director of Population %

Centre building. “Currently,
the centre operates from the
Economics department,” he
said.

ness about the fact that the Meanwhile, the Population
population of the country has Research Centre (PRC),
increased to 1.39 billion. We artment of Economics, also
have placed a caption Pd a knowledge dissemina-

llon workshop at the universi-
ty. The Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW) has
established the network of 18
Population Research Centres
(PRCs) spread over 16 major
states, with the mandate to pro-
vide, inter alia, critical research-
based inputs related to the
health and family welfare pro-
grammes and policies at state
and national levels. The PRCs
are autonomous in nature and
administratively under the con-
trol of their host universities
and institutions, Agarwal said.

A mobile app called RCH-
ANMOL was also launched,
as were the logo of PRC and
its website.

Choubey highlighted the
important role of evidence-
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hased research in success of
health policy, especially in
Covid-19 times. He under-
lined that the government is
running several schemes to
enable the reach of health facil-
ities to the bottom section of
the population. He mentioned
the importance of research as
‘Jai Anusandhan’ along with ‘Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan and Jal Vigyan.

JP Singh highlighted the
success of the state government
in handling the pandemic
through digital initiatives, and
RCH-ANMOL app is the latest
one. LU Vice-Chancellor Prof
AK Rai stressed on the need of
better infrastructure facility
and teaching staff for the PRC.

The keynote speaker was
Dr DK Ojha, director general
of Statistics, Government of
India.He highlighted the recent
and most appropriate research
done by different PRCs of the
country. The session was also
attended by mission director,
NHM (UP), MS Aparna
Chaudhari.
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