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Prof Alok Kumar Rai

1 “'he new National Edu-
cation Policy 2020
(NEP2020) recelved ac-

colades for perceived good

from all corners of the edu-
cational spectrum. Asanan-
gel guardian, NEP2020 offe-
red something significant to
everyone. This unique attri-
bute coupled with the trans-
formative ability of the poll-
Ccy made it revolutionary.
The first phase of post
NEP2020 announcement
went into a well-orchestra-
ted awareness drive where
the sector and soclety both
paid due diligence in com-
prehensionof thedocument.

Now, the focus is being shif-

ted to the new regime where

modalities for Implementa-
tion of the policy is being

BY INVITATION

contemplated by ways of
committees at the state go-
vernment level, by Untversi-
ty Grants Commission at Na-
tional level and by collabora-
tive efforts for academic con-
version at university level,
The on-ground fruits for the
students as well as soclety is
expectad sooner rather than
later.

One key feature of the
NEP2020 that has yet to gar-
ner attention is the state of
affalrs of state unlversities
in the country Their issues
deserve greater attention
simply for the fact that over
80% of the higher educatio-
nal Institutions belong to
this category while their
gross contribution to the na-
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NEP expects state univs to be more

than mere exam-conducting bodies
Policy Wants Colleges To Be Autonomous & Bigger In Size
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tlonal research and Innova-
tion reservolr i1s far below
The NEP2020 expects state
universities to move beyond
the role of a mere examina-
tion- conducting bodles. Two
extremely important func-
tionof thesestate universiti-
viz. granting afflliation
and conducting examina-
tion is being proposed to be
done away with in a phased
manner. It also expects colle-
ges to be bigger In slze and
autonomous in nature.

In such a case, state uni-
versities would be relleved
from the role that is current-
ly considered to be the most
primary one. Instead,
NEP2020 expects state uni-
versities to focus on provi-
dingresearch-based multidi-
sciplinary modern and app-
led education to large num-
ber of students with focuson
scalabllity and (self)employ-
ability and contribute to the
macro goals set by NEP2020
which Includes Increased
Gross Enrolment Ratio, su-
perior global ranking of In-
dian Universitiesandenhan-
ced impact In global rese-

TOIPAGE1 & 7
Vir Chakra winner LU alumnus “Was a gunnery officer,
recalls INS Panvel s conquest had no experience of war’

Lucknow: While India and
Bangladesh celebrate 50than-
niversary 1971 li-
beration war,
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rate and transparent with
simplified procedures and
optimized process. Imple-
mentation of the 4 Ps princi-
ple of corporate governance
which includes People, Pur-
pose, Process and Perfor-
mance is an imperative in
the university system as
well. Laying foundation for
such a model will in many
ways change the manner in
which most of the state uni-
versities in the country are
functioning.

The above ambitious en-

ties. A strategic perspective
based on synergistic rela-
tionship among university,
government and society has
to be evolved not Just toensu-
re sustained survival of the-
se state universities but also
bemore student centric.
Autonomy to these insti-
tutions thus comes for re
scue to these Institutions.
Post awareness, discus-
slon of NEP2020 while evol-
ving an implementation me-
chanism will certainly deli-
berate and declde to resur-
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versity alumnus, Comman-

der Ashok Kumar (then sub- *
lieutenant), who hails from
Bahraich. Ashok was com-

other materials. One of the pgontinued fromP1
key members of the INS Pan-
vel crew was a Lucknow Uni-

ow based in Mumbai,
Vir Chakra winner Ku-
mar, now 73, vividly re-
calls the act of valour of the
‘Lilliputian’ and its men.

“l was a gunnery offlcer

y not many would missioned in the navy as offl- who was just commissioned

2 .| be aware of the cer in August month of 1971 in the Navy and had no expe-
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Sy oo oy a e B 1971 BANGLADESH  panvelasa tamor Force At

INSPanvel, carryingacrewof  sub-levtenantigot Presidentmedal _ LIBERATION WAR  bharourLillputian had met

30 and fitted with two 40/60 October 30, 1970near Paradip.

Bofors guns. miscommunication, but ultl- andwasassignedintheBang- Back then we thought It was

Called ‘Lilliputian’ by so-
me veterans, theship notonly
dodged heavy fire power of In-
dian Air Force's Gnats due to

mately captured the vital
Khulna harbour, the garrison
of Pakistan military with hu-
ge stockpiles of weapons and

ladesh liberation war in De- the end of our story as the
cember at the age of 23-years.

»Gunnery officer,P7

ship was out of control in
huge waves. But nobody had
an idea that months later our
shipand the crew will writea
history of unmatched cour-
age and determination,” sald
Kumar, whose ship was as-
slgned for facllitating Ban-
. gladeshi refugees at Sand-
eshkhali, Hasnabad (West
Bengal) till December3, 1971
“After the war was de-
clared, Lt General Jagiit
Singh Aurora and Major Gen-
eral JFR Jacob ordered the
2 Force Alpha comprising INS
- Panvel, Mukt! Bahinl gun
- boats Padma, Palash and BSF
- craft Chitrangada under the
=~ leadership of Commander
1 Mohan Narayan Rao Samant
- —a submariner - to launch a
- waterborne attack on Chalna
1 ana Mongia harbours con-
_ trolled by Pakistan military,”
hesaid.
"Later, the fleet advanced
toward Khuina port (Pakis-
' tan military garrison ) from
- the Rupsha river Theattack's
- purpose was to break Pakis-
tan military strength and
help the army’s 41 brigade to
capture the area. By Decem-

ber 10 morning, when we re-
ached Chalna and Mongla
ports, we experienced very
little resistance as the previ-
ous night of December 9, the
bombers and fighters of INS
Vikrant had razed the two
ports. After neutralizing the
remainingenemies, boat Chi-
trangada was left behind to
assist Injured Bangladeshi
nationals, while the rest
three other boats headed to-
ward Khulan,” sald the veter-
ansailor

INS Panvel was led by Lt
commander Plus
Alfred Noronha. His ship was
leading the fleet of three
smallships.

“By 11 am, we reached
Khulan and saw Pakistani
soldiers resting on the west
bank of Rupsha. Since our
fleet had no signatureor Indi-
an flag to hint about it being
an Indian boat, the Pakistani
presumed that the trio were
their boats, as they were not
expecting enemy ships to
take risks and expose them-
selves in open just 100 odd me-
ters away from the river
bank. I don’t Know who came
up with this idea. However, to
be saved from our friendly
fire the ship superstructure
was painted yellow and aflag,
too, of the same colour was
raised - a pre-arranged sig-
nal for being identifled by
[IAFaircraftas friendlies. But
unfortunately, due to possible
miscommunication, three
IAF Gnats attacked our fleet,
Paama and Palash were com-
pletely destroyed and sunk,
while thelr crew jumped Into
the water. As our crew was
makingefforts toretrieve the
Injuredfrom the river, we saw
a second wave of IAF Gnats

heading toward INS Panvel,
butfortunately this time they
probably recognized us as
friendly following which Pa-
Kistani soldiers and the mill-
tla (razakars) started heavy
fireatus,” sald Kumar.

“Seeing the survivors of
Padma and Palash being hit
In water with rain of bullets
by Pakistani, Cdr Samant
and Lt Cdr Noronha ordered
tobomb theentire Khulnaan-
chorage, and for the next half
an hour 600 rounds were fired
from Bofors guns. We levelled
the entire Pakistanl garri-
son. In the counter-attack by
Pakistani military, a BSF ja-
wan, at a few Mukt Bahini
men were killed, while No-
ronha narrowly missed get-
ting injured, Samant suffered
a grazing bullet wound and I
was hit with a bullet which
went through my ribs,” he
added.

“The harbour was cap-
tured and we changed the
course of war,” added Kumar
whowas awarded Vir Chakra
for fighting against odds.

Force Alpha was given
three Maha Vir Chakras (In-
cluding to Noronha, Samant
and a navy diver named C
Singh), five Vir Chakras mn-
cluding Ashok Kumar and
his subordinate KS Raju,
LEMP (Leading electrical
mechanic power), two Nao
Sena Medal Gallantry.

Commander Samant
passed away in 2019 in Mum-
bal, while Lt Cdr Noronha
dledlast July In Bengaluru.

The same sequence of
events were recently de-
scribed by Commodore Sri-
kant B Kesnur In hisfindings.
He is the officlal historian for
Indian Navy.



