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Former LU prof, who took LU classes online

1st shot, loses Covid battle ¢i]]

‘False Ve
Report Delays
Treatment’

Tines News Network

Lucknow: Covid-19snatched
yetanother gem of theclty on
Thursday Former head of
Lucknow University’s zoolo-
gy department and ex-cont-
roller of examination Prof
AK Sharma (64), despite ta-
Kingfirstdoseof Covidvacel-
me on March 10, got Infected a
week later anddied inapriva-
ze hospltal after battling with
thevirusfor 1ldays.

Prof AK Sharma got his first
Covid Jab on March 10

He 1s survived by his wife
and twodaughters.

According to Prof Shar-
ma’s daughter Diksha, who
teaches In National PG Colle-
ge, he experienced fever on
March 21 and got himself tes-
ted on March 23 at a private
diagnostic centre, where the
RT-PCR testreportthen came
negative. His family doctor
later dlagnosed pneumonia,
but the condition did not im-
provedespiie medication. On
doctor's adviee, on March 25,
he went to a hospital in Gom-
tinagar, where the CT Scan
report Indicated that he
might have Covid-19, He was

then admitted to ICU inapri-
vate Covid hospital in Gomti-
nagiar where a second RT-
PCR test on March 28 found
him positivea He died on
Thursday due to respiratary
fallure due to double pneu-
monia. Doctors said that he
also had diabetes and hyper-
tension.

Prof Sharma’s colleagues
in LU were shocked to learn
about hisdemise and held the
false Covld negatlve test re-
porton March 23that led tola-
te diagnosis responsible for
the unfortunate event.

“He used to follow Covid
precautions religiously and
stepped outof hishouse after
a long gap to take the vaccine
Jab. Thereafter, hemight have
folt a bit secured and came to
campus for his pension rela-
tedd work when he caught In-
fection”,saida

Prof Sharma is the third

LU professor to have succum-
bed to Covid-19 in the past six
maonths after former head Bo-
tany Prof Dinesh Kumar (73)
and professor of applied eco-
nomics Prof VK Goswami
(52).

Apart from their contri-
butlon In sclence, Prof Shar-
maand Prof Kumar also have
the credit of starting the in-
stitute of mass communica-
tion in science and technolo-
gy, a unique Initlative taken
Way back 1n 2000 and success-
fully running it for 20 years,
producing many journalists.
The loss of the two personali-
ties sent a wave of sorrow
among teachers and stu-
dents.

The varsity mourned the
death of Prof Sharma who
Was amongst the fow protozo-
ologists In UP. Students desc-
ribed Prof Sharma as soft-
spoken and a brilllant acade-

mician. The zoology depart-
ment held an online condo-
lence meet to pay tribute to
thedeparted soul,

"Tt'sagreatlossfor theen-
tire academic fraternity. Prof
Sharma published around 80
reseanrch papers in national
and international journals,
besldes supervising 20 PhDs
and authoring two books In
his 33 yearscareer beforereti-
ring from services 1n 2019
sald Prof OmEkar of thezoolo-
gydepartment,

"Prof SharmadidhisPhD
n 1962 under renowned proto
zoologist Dr. BN Singh of
Central Drug Research Insti-
tute and joined LU as a facul-
ty In 1985. He was reciplentof
several prestiglous awards
for his research in sclence
communication and environ-
ment protection,” said Prof
Amita Kanaujla of zoology
department.

April 10; Covid

testing camp today

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Following pres-
sure from the teachers’ asso-
ciation, Lucknow Universi-
ty authorities on Thursday
sought consent of the dis-
trict administration to run
classes on online mode till
April 10 in view of the surge
in Covid-19 cases.

In a quick response, dis-
trict magistrate Abhishek
Prakash has given permis-
sion to suspend offline clas-
ses and conduct them online
till April 10.

Themovecomes after two
more professors tested posi-
tive for the virus—one each
from the institute of mana-
gement sciences and com-
merce department—in the
past 24 hours. The number of
infected personsat LUisnow
nine.

A camp will be set up at
Paranjape Sports Ground

opposite the proctor’s office
for mass testing of staff
from 11am to lpm on Friday.

Meanwhile, students and
teachers are worried and ha-
ve demanded postponement
of the undergraduate first-
semester examination sche-
duled from April 6-21.

They pointed out that a
retired professor has died
due to Covid on Thursday
and thecondition of threefa-
culty memberscurrently ho-
spitalised isserious.

A senior professor desc-
ribed the situation asscary.

Former LU exam controller
dies after testing Covid +ve

LUCKNOW: Former exam con-
troller of Lucknow University
(LU) Prof AK Sharma, 64, suc-
cumbed to complications caused
by the Covid-19 infection here on
Thursday. Sharma was admitted
in the ICU of a private hospital
since March 27, after testing pos-
itive forCovid-19.

He had reportedly got his first
dose of the Covid-19 vaccine on
March 10 and was scheduled to
take the second dose on April 8,
according to his family and his
social media post at the time of
his inoculation. Sharma is sur-
vived by his wife and two daugh-
ters. A family member said he
had mild fever on March 22.

“On March 23, we took my
father for a Covid-19 test to a gov-
ernment approved testing cen-
tre. But his Covid-19 test came
negative. After a few days, when
his condition worsened, we took
him to another hospital where
he tested positive on March 27.
Doctors put him on a ventilator
there from which he could not
recover,” his elder daughter said.

Doctors at the private hospital
declined to comment on the
matter.

Lucknow University’s zoology
department, where Prof Sharma
taught for decades, and the uni-
versity administration condoled
his death. On Wednesday night,
the university officials issued a
press release, stating that seven
of its staff had tested positive.
The list also included retired

HT Correspondent
Ikoreportersdesk@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : A Covid-19 test-
ing centre of the health
department will be set up at
the pavilion ground at the
Lucknow University on Fri-
day, said LU spokesman Dur-
gesh Srivastav.

The decision comes a day
after several faculty mem-
bers of Lucknow University
tested positive for Covid-19.

Also, the university
administration on Thursday
asked the district authorities
to conduct mass testing on
the campus even as it
decided to suspend physical
classes and go for online
mode of teaching till April 10.

“Many teachers and hostel
wardens of the university
have tested corona positive.
In view of this, kindly make
arrangements for mass test-
ing on the campus to curtail

LLucknow University physical
classes to remain suspended

further spread of the infec-
tion,” reads a letter written
by varsity registrar Vinod
Kumar Singh to district mag-
istrate and chief medical offi-
cer (CMO) on April L.

On Wednesday, the uni-
versity had said seven of its
staff members, including a
retired examination control-
ler, had tested Covid positive.
On Thursday the retired
examination controller AK
Sharma succumbed to com-
plications caused by Covid-19
infection.

“We are taking all meas-
ures to prevent the spread of
Covid-19 infection. Testing is
amajor part of ensuring this.
So we have requested the dis-
trict administration to
arrange for mass testing on
our campus,” he said.

Earlier, the Lucknow Uni-
versity Teacher’s Association
had also urged the varsity to
extend closure and continue
online mode of teaching.

professor AK Sharma’s name
because he reportedly visited the
campus last week. The LU
administration has asked people
who met Sharma on the campus
to get tested for Covid-19.
Popular among students,

Sharma was known for his ener-
getic demeanour and calm
approach. Several of his former
students wrote condolence mes-
sages for Sharma on various
social media platforms, where
he was very active. HTC



