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Virus snuffs
out eminent
LU professor

‘It’'s A LOSS
To Sanskrit
Edu Globally’

Tives News NETWORK

Lucknow: Lucknow uUniver-
31ty lost yet another gem to
Covid-19 on Tuesday, when re-
nowned Sanskritscholarand
Padma Shriawardee Prof BK
SNuKIa (58) died battling the
virus. He had been admitted
InRMLIMSfor eightdays.

Prof Shukla was the head
Df thedepartmentof Jyotlr V1-
ryan and director of the Abhi-
navagupt Institute of Aesthe-
fics and Shaiva Philosophy
His untimely death hasrende-
red a DIOW 10 these two discCl-
plineshe nurtured allthrough
his carcer He was planningto
start several PhD research co-
1rses onShaivismfromthe co-
ming session. He was also de-
an, faculty of arts, and officia-
[ingas the head of 12 other de-
partments in which either a
lispute over headship was on
DI a qualified person was not
available.

Prof Shukla, survived by
his wife, son and daughter; is
The fourth professorassociated
with LU to have succumbed to
Covid in thepast sixmonths.

He took 111 soon after parti-

cipating in a seminar held on
March 23-24 to mark the inau-
suration of the building of
he ADhInavagupt Institute
and tested Covid-19 positive
pn March 28. He was admitted
[ORMLIMS the nextday when
n1s condition deteriorated. He
liedduetocardiac arresttrig-

zered by respiratory failure.
The demise of the Sanskrit
scholar has sent shock waves
across theacademic world. So-
cial media was flooded with
condolence messages and
photographs of Prof Shukla
receiving Padma Shri from

president Ramnath Kovind in
2010 and the inauguration of

his institute's building on
March 23. LU also held an onli-
ne meettocondole hisdeath.

Prof Shukla received Padma Shri
from President Kovind in 2019

LU, colleges shut
till April 10

ucknow Universityon

Tuesdayannouncedtoshut
its campus and all associated
colleges till April 10.0n March
31, LUandcolleges had decided
toswitch overtoonline
teaching mode. However, LU
teachers’andemployees’
associations have demanded
thatLU campusbe declareda
containment zone and closed
till April20to break the
transmissionchain.Several
family members of teachers
downwith Covid-19have also
tested positive.“Mostof the
teachers whogotinfected and
the twoprofessors whodied
hadbeencomingtothe
university regularly tillMarch
31,"said LUTApresident Prof
Vineet Kumarverma.

9 from same
eventinfected

esides ProfShukla,eight

otherfaculty members,
serving and retired, whotook
partinthe functionto mark the
inaugurationof the building
have tested positive. The
condition of fouriscritical:
threeareiniCUandoneon
ventilator.

With tears in her eoyes, assi-
stant professor in Sanskrit
Bhuvneshwari Bharawaj, who
had also been Prof Shukla's stu-
dent, said, “It'snotjustalossfor
LU, but for the entire teaching
fraternity across the world and
Sanskrit langnage and rese-
arch. He authored several pa-
pors and books. The list of
awards he got is unending.”
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Prof BK Shukla

of LU succumbs

to Covid-19

Administrative office, associated

colleges closed till April 10

File picture of Prof BK Shukla receiving Padma Shri from President of India
Ram Nath Kovind
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PNS B LUCKNOW “It is important to

from where he caught the
infection and what was the
source of coronavirus infection
in Lucknow University,” he
said, adding: “We have had sev-
eral cases but no containment
zone has been created in the
residential area of the campus.”

“Several teachers, students
and staff members have tested
positive. There should be coor-
dination between the universi-
ty and district administration
and necessary steps taken to
curb the spread of virus.
Contact tracing should be car-
ried out for all those who have
tested positive and the informa-
tion be made public,” he said.

LUTA also organised an
online condolence meet for
Prof Shukla and it was said that

ean, Faculty of Arts and

head of Lucknow
University’s Sanskrit depart-
ment Prof BK Shukla suc-
cumbed to Covid-19 on
Tuesday morning. He was 59.
He was also a Padma Shri
awardee. Prof Shukla was
admitted to the Covid facility
of Ram Manohar Lohia
Institute of Medical Sciences on
March 30 after testing positive
for coronavirus infection and
over complaints of shortness of
breath. A senior doctor said
Prof Shukla had moderate
symptoms at the time of hos-
pitalisation but he developed
severe pneumonia and had
been on ventilator for the past
five days.

“When he arrived at the
hospital, we had to put him on
oxygen and he was hyperten-
sive as well as diabetic. His
symptoms gradually increased
and his condition deteriorated.
The oxygen demand increased
because of the severity of pneu-
monia, with the virus penetrat-
ing his lungs. With the kind of
co-morbidities he had, Prof
Shukla was in the high-risk cat-
egory, the doctor said.

Prof Vibhuti Rai from
Geology department said that
Prof Shukla might have con-
tracted the infection during a
programme organised at
Abhinav Gupt Sansthan in
Lucknow University recently.

“After that programme, a
number of professors got
infected,” he said. He added
that Prof Shukla was a thor-
ough gentleman and softspo-
ken. “He was very knowledge-
able and helpful,” Prof Rai said.

However, his colleagues
were not sure whether or not he
was vaccinated. Some said he
might have taken a vaccine
dose. President of Lucknow
University Teachers
Association (LUTA) Vineet
Kumar Verma said they were
shocked by the untimely death
of Prof Shukla.

for the university.

Sahitya Puruskar’ in
‘Saraswati Samman’ in

2011 and ‘Shisksha
Samman'’ in 2010.

Prof BK Shukla had

administration was

chain of infection.

his death was a great setback

Apart from being a Padma
Shri awardee in 2019, he was
also felicitated with ‘Sanskrit

‘Vikram Kalidas Award’ in

the Lucknow University
administrative office and asso-
ciated colleges will remain
closed till April 10 to break the
chain of virus. Spokesperson
Durgesh Srivastava said the
university had written to the
district administration seeking
consent for the closure of the
administrative office till April
10. In a letter written by the
registrar to the district admin-
istration, it was stated that two
Prof (retd) AK Sharma and

cumbed to Covid-19.

informed that the deputy reg-
istrar and assistant registrar had
also tested positive in the
administrative block along with
a number of others in the
same block. Both the employ-
ees’ union and teachers’
ciation had demanded closure
of the university to break the
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