THE PIONEER PAGE 3

Study by LU prof throws light on  wfefe = 51t bt Helgemm

disappearance of Saraswati river

PNS B LUCKNOW

lgstud)r carried out by a
Lucknow University pro-
fessor, in association with GSI,
has thrown light for the first
time on the disappearance of
the Saraswati river. Prof AK
Kulshrestha, who has carried
out the study, said people are
still searching for the Saraswati
river in Punjab even as their
study has shown that the river
dried because its tributaries got
diverted to Yamuna river due
to the Himalayan area develop-
ing mountains.

“Vedic Saraswati river dis-
appeared due to eastward
reversal of Bata and Giri rivers
because of uplifting, faulting
and block movement across
Himalayan frontal thrust. The
two rivers were earlier flowing
westward, along with
Markanda river, and contribut-
ing to the Saraswati river sys-
tem. After reversal of the chan-
nel, Bata and Giri rivers joined
Yamuna river and discontinued
water discharge to the
Saraswati river system,” he said.

“In the Nadi-Stuti Sukta of
Rig Veda, all the rivers of
northern India, starting from
Ganga in the east to Kabul in
the west, are serially described.

The Vedic Saraswati river was
placed between Yamuna and
Sutlej, draining the buffer area
between the two rivers, about
13,000 years ago. At present,
Saraswati is originating from
Adh (Adi) Badri, located in
Ambala district of Haryana,
close to the Siwalik foot hills.
A lot of research work has been
carried out ever since CF
Oldham of Geological Survey
of India (GSI) had reported a
‘lost river’ in Indian desert in
1874. However, not much
attention has been paid to
delineate the course of this river
in the Himalayan area” he
said.

“Dr GS Srivastava from
GSI and I have attempted to
trace the course of Vedic
Saraswati river in the sub-
Himalayan region of Himachal
Pradesh. We studied topo-
graphical maps, geological
maps and freely available satel-
lite imageries for interpreting
tectonic features and recognis-
ing palaeo channels of Giri
river and course of Proto-
Saraswati river. This helped in
understanding and building
up their chronological devel-
opment and subsequent dis-
ruption in response to the
neo-tectonic activity, resulting

in uplifting, faulting and block
movement across Himalayan
frontal,” he elaborated.

He said that the present
study indicates that the Vedic
Saraswati river was once flow-
ing along the Bata-Markanda
river course in Sirmaur district
of Himachal Pradesh. Giri
river was also contributing to
this river through a palaeo
channel, west of Garibnath
Hill, near Paonta Sahib.

“Saraswati river contin-
ued flowing till the
Mahabharata times. Evidence
indicates that uplifting along
Ganga-Indus water divide,
around 5,000 years BP, creat-
ed Bata-Markanda water
divide, resulting in impound-
ing and later spilling of
Saraswati river through Adh
Badri course. Further block
movement associated with the
Yamuna tear fault resulted in
reversal of Bata river to join
Yamuna in the east. In
response to this mountain
building activity, Giri also
changed its course and joined
Yamuna east of Garibnath
Hill. Thus, the perennial
source of the Vedic Saraswati
river was lost and its headwa-
ters started contributing to
Yamuna,” he explained.
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NIELIT exam on Apr 11 amid corona spurt: LU in a fix

LUCKNOW : Proposed National
Institute of Electronics and
Information Technology
LIT) exam scheduled at Luc-
know University and colleges on
April 11 is in doldrums after two
Lucknow University professors
have died and 20 teaching and
non-teaching staff members
have tested Covid positive, with
several confined to home quar-

antine.

Amid the Covid -19 scare that
has gripped Lucknow University
campus and many affiliated
degree colleges in recent times,
about 30,000 students was
scheduled to appear for the NIE-
LIT exam. Both candidates as

(NIE-

well Lucknow University
cials are worried as to how to
implement Covid -19 protocol.
LU vice chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Rai said, “On our
request district magistrate
Abhishek Prakash ordered to
close down Lucknow University
campus till April 10 as a number
of teachers, assistant registrar
and deputy registrar tested

offi-

LU.

Covid positive recently. We have

closed physical classes.”

RB Singh of physics depart-
ment, LU, who is taking care of
the exam on the campus said,
“The university has been sealed
and situation is alarming. I have
written a mail to officials high-

lighting the fact that campus has
become hotspot and it is next to
impossible to hold the exam at

The university has already
asked hostel inmates to vacate
rooms and return home after
spurt in corona cases. Those
who went to home during Holi
festival were asked to not return,

said chief provost Prof Nalini
Pandey.

Another Covid death

Padma Shri Prof BK Shukla,
dean, faculty of Arts, succumbed
to Covid -19 at Dr Ram Manohar
Lohia hospital on Tuesday
morning. He was 59.
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