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DRIVE AGAINST C-19

Lucknow varsity & UNI CEF hold vaccination awareness camp

Dr NK Arora,
member of the
National AEF
Committee, New
Delhi interacted
with Lucknow
University
students and told
them about the
importance of
vaccination

Time to augment quality of education
through academic audit & assessment

f all the factors
upon which de-
pends the suc-
cess of the Indi-
an destre to join

the league of developed na-
tions, the quality of higher
education ranks at numero
uno. Call to ralse Gross Enrol-
ment Ratio (GER) in higher
educationalso takes cognizan-
ceof unemployability aspoin-
ted out in several reports and
by many policy makers of the
country

The new Natlonal Educa-

BY INVITATION

has formally brought in the ro-
leof academicaudit.

There Is an Increasing In-
terest in providing accounta-
bility mechanism to help hig-
her educational institutions
(HEIs) to independently as-
sess the quality of thelr acade-
mics, augment the teaching-
learning process and promote

As amethod, academic au-
ait was first developed in the
United Kingdom for the pur-
pose of addressing the issues
of quality enhancement of
academics with the goal of

system for HEIS in India. The
rationale for conducting aca-
demic audit In HEIS 1ies In the
comprehensive evaluation of
academic systems, structure,
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Lucknow: The Luec-
know University and
UNICEF on Friday
jointly organised a we-
binar to answer the que-
ries of students about
vaccination and moti-
vate them to follow Cov-
id-19 protocol. During
webinar, experts in-
formed Lucknow Uni-
versity students about
vaccination and post-
vaccination precau-
tions.

Dr NK Arora, mem-
ber of the National

AEFI Committee, New
Delhi interacted with
students and told them
about the importance
of vaccination. He said,
“It is necessary to fol-
low all Covid appropri-
ate behaviours and get
vaccinated so that we
can overcome the pan-
demic. He emphaised
on ensuring all precau-
tions, including mask
and social distancing at
the vaccination sites.
Dr Arora answered
the queries of students
about Covid wvaccina-
tion and fear/myth as-
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curve are other essentials of
successful implementation of

Experts informed Lucknow University students about vaccination and post-vaccination precautions.
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sociated with the same
during an interactive
session.

An overview of the
Covid pandemic was
shared with students by
Dr Ashutosh Agrawal,
0OSD Routine Immuni-
zation WHO.

Talking about mild
symptoms and isolating
at home, Dr Kanupriya
Singhal, Health Special-
ist UNICEF discussed
about safe home isola-
tion with students. Dr
Singhal talked about
the precautions that
can be followed by

asymptomatic patients
at home. Dr Kanupriva
said, “We should follow
doctor’s advice during
home isolation and not
indulge in any self-med-
ications.” Dr Kanupri-
va emphasized on the
use of triple-layer sur-
gical mask or an N95
mask for home isola-
tion patients and car-
egivers and urged stu-
dents to consult a doc-
tor for dip in SPO2 lev-
els below 94% or any
other complication im-
mediately during home
isolation.
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LU students
learn about
vaccination

Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow

University students learnt about

eI | foret Eareeran

Covid vaccination and post vac-

cination precautions from
experts on Friday. A webinar
was jointly organised by
Lucknow University and
UNICEF to answer queries of
students about vaccination and
motivate them to follow Covid
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and allgnment of varfous
components with goals for
academic excellence that im-
pacts the outcomes.

It is, therefore, important
tohaveaclear comprehension
of assessment methods, tools,
and techniques to develop its
implementation
nisms. Especially for colleges,
NEP 2020 suggests a stage-wi-
se mechanism to attain mini-
mum benchmarks for accredi-
tation to become autonomous
colleges and be madefreefrom
the affiliation process. In light
of this, implementation of aca-
demicandit has become Inevi-
table.

Academic audit funda-
mentally alms toassessattain-
ment of goals set by the insti-
tution by emphasising not on-
Iy on “What' but equally on
‘How”. It incorporates evalua-
tion of operations and measu-
rement of INAICAtOrS to prepa-
re the institution for required

- changes. Academic audit app-

raises the quality of acade-
mics by a processof self-evalu-
ation carried out by the insti-
tution.

An external evaluator is

also involved toensureobjecti-

vity and precision. The pro-
cess registers the entire range
of academic work performed
by the Institution duringa spe-

cifled duration Including in-
class and offclass activity
mentoring activities, tea-
ching-learning process, lear-
ningsupportsystem, learning
outcomes, student satisfac-
tlon, research output and
other such Indicators.

For objectivity of the fin-
dings, metrics are used to cap-
ture and communicate the ef-
fectiveness of teaching and le-
arning.

From the perspective of
the implementing body, the
academic auditof the HEl can
provide many learning po-
ints, which can be strategical-
1y used to improve the quality
of education. But 1ts Imple-
mentation throws up certain
challenges as well.

Many HEIs may mnitially
be wary of academic audit, se-
eing it as an act of inspection
rather than facilitation. Mi-
sconstrulng the concept of

The remedy lies in com-
municating the conceptual
contours leading to candid
consultation. Sensitivity in
conducting, appreciation of

and the stage of 1ts learning

and tmplementation of polict-
es. Further, ithelps todetermi-
ne best practice thatcanestab-
11sh benchmark for other col-
leges, The audit follow-up actl-
vities should include
consistent  communication

rmnmmas mtuatms to In-
tegrate education withon-line
teaching, digital infrastructu-
reandsupportfacilities, along
with capacity building for tea-

audit as a diagnostic tool for
1dentifying the areas that alte-
red and evolved to accomplish
the goals of NEP 2020,

In view of the clear policy
directive and the unequivocal
conclusion of literature, aca-
demic audit may prove tobe a
potent tool to address the issue
hence voluntary subjecting of
all HEIS should be pondered
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appropriate behaviour.

Dr NK Arora, a member of
the National AEFI Committee,
New Delhi, interacted with the
students and told them about the
importance of vaccination in
protecting themselves from
severe diseases and its transmis-
sion. He said, “It is necessary to
follow all Covid appropriate
behaviours and get vaccinated so
that the country overcomes the
pandemic. The more people
are vaccinated, the more it pre-
vents transmission of the novel
coronavirus” He also empha-
sised on taking all precautions
including wearing of masks and
maintaining social distancing at
the vaccination centres also. Dr
Arora answered the queries of
students about Covid vaccina-
tion and dispelled myths asso-
ciated with the vaccine during
the interactive session. An
overview of the COVID-19 pan-
demic was shared with students
by Dr Ashutosh Agrawal, OSD
Routine Immunisation, WHO.
l.n t.un&s when many people with

ptoms are isolating
themse ves at home, UNICEF
health specialist Dr Kanupriya
Singhal discussed safe home
isolation with the students.



