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Lucknow: In the mod-
ern-day world, ideas sell
like hotcakes. One such
idea germinated by a
Lucknow boy has
caught the eyes of inves-
tors who are now back-
ing him big time.
Marut Nandan Trip-
athi, 22, final year B
Tech student from Luc-
know University, has han Chandra Verma

his idea with investors
backing him up with $2
lakh investment.
Tripathi’s idea of sav-
ing tourists from the
everyday discomfort by
providing them genuine
products and guides,
impressed the investors.
Tripathi, along with
team members Akhil
Pratap Singh and Kris-
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LU student L gets $2L for start-up

PNS B LUCKNOW

Marut Tripathi, a student of
Lucknow University
(Engineering Faculty) and his
team (Akhil Pratap Singh and
Krishan Chandra Verma) have
received $2 lakh in technical
credit funding from Xartup
Investment Company for their
start-up, “Travjo.

Marut from Gorakhpur is
currently pursuing BTech from
LU. He dedicated his achieve-
ment to his father Atul Kumar
Tripathi and mother Aradhana
Tripathi. “Travellers and other
tourists often fall lprey to the
conspiracy of local shopkeep-
ers, drivers, guides etc.
Sometimes they pay much
higher than the normal price
for cheap, counterfeit and low-
quality products. During our
trip to Chennai with my father
in the year 2019, we faced
many such problems when
local shopkeepers cheated us.
Also, language problem came
up during communication with

e cab drivers and we were
stuck at an unknown place.
Later, I researched and found
out that I was not the only one
out there facing these problems
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| ﬂ and there
were mil-
lions of oth-
ers, he said.

“I then
decided to
find a solu-
tion to these
problems
and worked
systematically. “Travjo’ came
up as a result. A recent study
conducted by the Ministry of
Tourism reveals that it is com-
mon for Indian and foreign
tourists to face problems like
cheating, theft, coercion and
sexual harassment during their
visits to different cities of the
country. About 39% of tourists
admitted to being cheated, 21
percent of theft and about 17%
of tourists admitted to being
threatened and coerced,” he
pointed out

Marut said that travellers
and tourists can easily locate
popular and verified restau-
rants, authenticated nearest
vendors with the help of
“Travjo’ mobile app.

“This app will provide you
any products and services at
their actual market price and of
excellent quality. With the help

of guides available through the
app, you can easily get in touch
with local people and vendors.
The objective of the app is to
make it convenient and authen-
tic for travellers and tourists for
their works, essential services
and every need from a business
point of view so that they can
easily do their work with con-
fidence. Also, throuEh this app,
one can also pay the price of
services and products in a
secure way. You can also book
emergency facilities like doc-
tor’s services or gu.ides with the
help of the app,” Marut said.

He said a lot of money was
needed to develop this plat-
form. For that, the team pre-
Eared the complete pitch deck,

usiness plan of the start-up.

He contacted 5-6 investors and
finally after several rounds of
question-answer sessions and
interviews, he raised $2 lakh.

“With the help of this fund,
we are now preparing the min-
imum viable product of our
start-up. ‘“Travjo’ will be
launched the Play Store soon.
At the same time, our start-up
is also certified by Start-Up
India and Start-Up UP] he
added.
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Marut Nandan Tripathi
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“Later, I researched

LU student’s novel start—up to heIp tourists gets $2 lakh seed funding
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