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On the occasion of Lucknow
University Foundation Day on
Thursday, a gala cultural programme
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LUCKNOW: With its 101st foun-
dation day event on Thursday,
the Lucknow University stepped
into another century, cherishing
its glorious past with its alumni
and showcasing its potential
through current students.

Former student of the univer-
sity and 1978 batch Indian For-
eign Services officer Dinkar P
Srivastav, who retired as the
ambassador to the Islamic
Republic of Iran, was invited as
the chief guest at the event.

“The foundation of whatever |
have achieved in life was laid in
this institution. The lessons of
life that [ learnt here continue to
guide me to this day,” said Sriv-
astawv,

Srivastav served as the Indian
ambassador to the Czech Repub-
lic, Libya, and as India's high
commissioner to Malta. He is
also the president of the LU
Alumni Association.

In his address, vice chancellor
of Lucknow University Alok
Kumar Rai said,” An educational
institution is known by its stu-
dents and alumni. The Lucknow
University has glorious alumni
and we believe that our students
will continue to make us proud.”

Founded on November 25,
1920, the Lucknow University
has completed 100 years of its
existence. “It is our shared
responsibility to conserve and
cherish the glorious past of the
university. All of us must strive
to take this institution to new
heights,” said the VC.

In an auditorium (Malviya
Hall) packed with audience,
there were some outstanding
cultural performances curated
by the Sanskritiki. Theekshana
Livanage, a student from
Colombo, a student of MA (edu-
cation), periormed Ram Van-
dana and tarana,

The performance of the uni-
versity's first all girls’ band Roo-
hani at the end was the show-
stopper.

(Clockwise from top) Lucknow
University's all-girl musical
band ‘Roohani’ performing
during the event; LU alumni
Dinkar P Srivastava being
felicitated by LU vice-
chancellor Prof Alok Kumar
Rai; spectators enjoying the
performancesand a student
performing during the
foundation day ceremony of
Lucknow University at
Malviyva hallin Lucknow, on
Thursday. DEEPAXGUPTA/HT PHOTOS
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On foundation day, LU past & present
students raise a toast to alma mater

¥ Sund

IFS Alumnus
Recalls Time
Spent At LU

Tines News MeTwoRk

Lucknow: Therewas noMet-
ro train fiyover but beautiiul
Amaltas and Gulmohar trees
that adorned the University
Road. A bicvele ride from my
residence in Golaganj to
Lucknow University still re-
mains one of my fondest me-
mories of the 19505, said [or-
mer LU student and IFS (reti-
resd) Dinkar P Srivastava. He
Was speaking at theuniversi-
t¥'s foundation day at Malvi-
va hall om Thursday

With a former student
sharing how beautiful the ro-
ad to LU was, and how young
girl students dressed in hlne
denims and maroon T-shirts
used to rock the campus, and
acurrentstudent Dharmend-
ra performing a scintillating
¢lassical danee performance
on Ganesha Vandana, Luck-
now University's' foundation
day celebration was a perfect
amalzamation of both old

LU 'u'E Hit.'itang Dinkar Sliwasta'r and {above) university's all-girls
band Roohani performing on the foundation day on Thursday

andnew siudents raising ato-

ast tothelralmamater
“From parking my cycle

nearstudent Union baildings

io walking up to the political
science depariment everyt-
hing is 5till fresh in my mind
I can see a number of univer-

AN EVEHTFI.IL DAY

Fholo: & Sunil

Cultural performances at LU on Thursday

» All-girls band
Roohani launched
on Foundation Day.

It performed for the P Srivastava
first time on the day  felicitated

sity days friends seated here
as faculty, that also reminds
me of thegreat teachers | had
in my university days who
were an epitomeof kKnowled.
ge " said srivastava.

On the occasion, Srivasta-
va also spoke about his re
cently published boeok on
Rashmir and 1ead eXcerpts
from it. Srivastava was felici-
tated by presenting LU's Cof-
fee table book, memento and
a shawl. His felicitation cere-

LU, US var51ty mk pact for edu excellence

Tintes News NeTwork

Lucknow: A memorandum
of understanding (Mol) was
slpned between Auburn Uni-
versity, USA and Lucknow
University on Thursday to
strengthen academic excel-
lence,

Underthe Mol the two in-
stitutions will conduct joint
researchand take up develop-
ment and educational pro-
grammes for students and fa-
culty Cross-cubtaral ties will
alsobestrengthened through
students and faculty px-
changs Programmes.

The Mol was signed by

LU VC with the US university delegation on Thursday

LU vice-chancellor prof Alok
Kumar Eal and Dr Mrinal
Mugdh Varma, provost and
semlor vicschaneolor, An-
burn University at Montgo-
mery, Alabama.

The delegation from LU
included head of the zoology
department, prof’ Sudhir ku-
mar, dean student welfare
prof Poonam Tandon and as-
sociate professor (Zoologv)
ShalieMalik.

From Auburn University,
special advisor to the chan-
cellor for distance education
and collaborative pariners-
hips prof Shanta Goswami
Varma was present.

» LU alumnus | » Cultural performances
and retired IFS | like Ganesha Vandana,
officer Dinkar | singing and dancing

- performed by LU's
i Sanskritki board students

mony was followed by Ganes-
ha Vandana chanting and
echoes of OGanpatl Bappa
Maurva. Afteraspiritnal per-
formance, a musical perfor-
manee in Sanskrit by univer.
sity students left evervone
gpellbound, Dressed In colo-
urful attire, over 20 students
showeased their musical and
dancing talents bat the hall
got overcrowded scon after
LU"s first ‘all-girl’ band came
upwith a medley,
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LU celebrates 101st
Foundation Day

Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow University celebrated its

101st Foundation Day at Malviva Hall on Thursday.
LU alumnus Prof Dinkar P Srivastava, a former

Indian Foreign Services officer, was felicitated on
the occasion.

Srivastava spoke about his latest book titled "The
Forgotten Kashmir- The Other side of the Line of
Control' at the function. He pointed out how the
issue of plebiscite was raised thrice and on all the

ﬂam m— maﬂ a;';‘l ﬁgﬂ ral ! Eﬂ three occasions, it was Pakistan that withdrew.
“Pakistan did not have an equivalent of Article 373
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and in terms of POK (Pakistan Occupied Kashmir)
and people had no autonomy. For years together,
they did not have any elections,” he said.

Srivastava also spoke aboul how Pakistan used
terrorism as a part of its state policy and in terms
of being cheated and forgotten, it was Pakistan, and
not India, that forgot Kashmir. He also spoke about
the Karachi agreement and said it was signed by peo-
ple who subsequently denied it, and the whole ‘think
about its legitimacy” was questmnab!e

He also pointed out that through the multiple
positions taken up by Pakistan and the UK, that have
been pushing the issue of plebiscite, they themselves
have been taking a hypocritical position because in

ﬂ 2 1 ETE‘T ﬂ?:ﬂ a:rﬁﬂa case of other countries, they did not take this stand,
; ’ but they wanted it in India.
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He was particularly happy that his book was
being released at LU with which he has had a his-
torical connection, since his grandfather had been
the dean of Law and he himself studied Political
Science here in 1976. He has also served as the
ambassador to Czech Republic, Iran, Libya and
Pakistan, Sanskriti director Rakesh Chandra said the
university has always been felicitating distinguished
alumni and Srivastava was felicitated for his acad-
emic excellence.



