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Netaji had declared at LU: India

will demand own Constitution
‘City Extended A Reception To Him Like For None Other In 1938’

Aditi.Singh@timesgroup.com

was the beginning of
winter in 1938 when on
November 20, a Sunday, the
ntire city of Lucknow,
especially the Bengali
community, was busy with
preparations to welcome
Netaji here.

Subhas Chandra Bose, fondly
known as Netaji, was visiting the
city after being elected as the
president of the Indian National
Congress. The news had enthused
many young men and women and
political leaders in the city

The excitement was palpable
as three places here—Bengali
Club, Lucknow University and
Aminabad’s Jhandewala Park—
were eagerly waiting to host the
leader:

Hewett Road’s Bengali Club’s
affinity to Bose can be gauged
from the portrait of Netaji hang-
ing at the club’s office. He is sur-
rounded by club members of that
time.

Recalling a storv which he has
heard and shared innumerable
times, club president Arun Ku-
mar Banerjee says, “Bengali Club
had the privilege to host and meet
Netaji soon after he was elected
Congress president.

and the Indian
National Army

Netaji's picture with club members during his visit to Bengali
Club in 1938. The honorary letter given by the club to him (right)

As T have heard from my grandfa-
ther and other members, the city
gave him a huge reception and
welcomed him with open arms.
Such a reception, they said, was
not given to any other. They had
also presented him with an honor-
ary letter written in Bengali,
which is a part of our club maga-
zine. The grandfather of our mem-
ber Amit Ghosh, PC Ghosh, had
presented him with the letter”

Later on the same day, Bose ad-
dressed students of Lucknow
University After inauguratingan
event, he made a historical speech
warning the British.

“India will not

have any Constitution framed by
foreigners. The country will place
demands for its own Constitution
to the British government. If the
demands are rejected, another
mass civil disobedience move-
ment would be started.”
Bose also visited

63 436 4 8 83 1

among Indian nationalists by INA
during its operations in Thailand,
Japan and Myanmar in various
publications, including Azad
Hind, and various radio services.
Talking about the importance
of the rare logbook, an official at
UP State Archives

Jhandewala Park in Am- _| said, “All the pages
inabad to inaugurate a * give us an insight
khadi exhibition. Howev- about the dream of

er, no picture has been
preserved of the event. If
you visit UP State Archives office
in Lucknow, you might see a rare
document (logbook) which is a
brief account of Netaji and the
Indian National Army (INA).

Very few people are aware that
such a collection is a part of the
state archives. The 275-page bul-
letin which was donated to the
archives in 1975 is preserved as a
memoir of the accomplishments
of Azad Hind Fauj (Indian Na-
tional Army)under the leadership
of Bose.

The collection is a record of the
pamphlets and news distributed

Netaji to see India as
a free nation. The
book was donated to us by the di-
rectorand secretary of Swatantra
Senani Sangram Samiti, Radhey
Shyam Sharma, in 1975.”

“Whenever we recall Netajiand
his strong speeches which in-
spired each one of us, we cannot
help but sing the famous tune
‘Kadam kadam badhaye jaa’, the
regimental quick march of INA.
It was composed by Captain Ram
Singh Thakuri when he became
INA band master: I was closely as-
sociated with him and he per-
formed several times at the club,”
added Banerjee,



