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‘Medals also for my bros
who left school for me’

»Continued fromP1

n Thursday, Gazala was
O awarded the medals by

dean arts Prof Shashi
Shukla during a faculty-level
medal distribution ceremo-
ny.

Popular on the campus for
reciting Sanskrit shlokas, the
Gayatri Mantra, and Saras-
wati Vandana during LU’s
cultural festivals, the daugh-
ter of a daily-wager who suc-
cumbed tocancer wantstopa-
int the world with lessons pe-
ace,unity andsecularismasa
professor.

From someone who
struggled to pass school—Ga-
zala’'s father passed away
when she was in class X—she
is now a proud postgraduate
who knows five languages:
English, Hindi, Urdu, Arabic,
and Sanskrit.

“These medals are won
not by me but by my brothers
Shadab and Nayab who left
school and began working in
agarageattheageof 13and10
yearsrespectively sothatI co-
uld study,” said Gazala.

Her elder sister Yasmeen,
too, began working in a uten-
sil shop while her mother
Nasreen Bano took care of all
of Gazala’srequirements.

“These five medals are for
all five of us,” Gazala added.

On why she wants to be a
Sanskrit professor, she said,
“Bhashasu mukhya madhu-
radivya girvan bharti. Satra-
pi kavyam madhuram tas-
madpu subhashitam (Of all
the languages, God’s own
language Sanskrit is the mot-

WONDER GIRL MASTERS SANSKRIT

LU MA (Sanskrit)
student Gazala has
bagged 5 gold medals

» Smt Chandrakali Pandey

marks in MA Il (Sanskrit)
Vedic Group Exam 2021

» Raja Sir Harnam Singh-Sir
Harcourt Butler Gold Medal |
Best postgraduate student in
MA (Sanskrit)

» Ganga Devi Memorial Gold
Medal | Woman student with
the highest marks among

successful candidate in BA Il
and MA | and Il examinations

» Smt Chandra Devi and Sri

Memorial Gold Medal | Highest

: Gazala with dean arts
: Prof Shashi Shukla and
: Prof Prayag Narain Mishra

: Radha Krishna Arunvanshi

: Gold Medal | Highest marks in
: combined result MA (Sanskrit)
: » Smt Indrani Devi Memorial

: Cash Prize | Girl student

: obtaining highest marks in

: MA (Sanskrit)

her: divine, and most lyrical.
In Sanskrit, poetry is more
melodious wherein good ver-
ses hold prime position).”

Gazala’s interest in Sansk-
rit began at the government
primary school in Nishatganj
where her teacher “Meena
ma’am” taught her Sanskrit
inclass V. “Thereafter1got ad-
mitted to Aryakanya Inter
College and got a brilliant
Sanskrit teacher, Archana
Dwivedi. As a result, I scored
very well,” she added.

Although, she began drea-
ming of becoming a Sanskrit
professor after her mentors
in higherstudies.

“These are Nagma Sultan,
who taught me Sanskrit du-
ring BA at Karamat Hussain
Muslim Girls’ PG College,
and Prayag Narayan Mishra,
at LU during MA,” she said.

Gazala now has Vedic
knowledge and expertise in
Agni and Indra Sukta, Rigve-
da mantra, and Brahma Upa-
nishad.

“My Sanskrit knowledge
and interest often surprise
people who ask me how being
a Muslim I developed love for
the language. They ask me
what I will do with it, but my
family always supported
me,” said Gazala.

Expressing her happi-
ness, shesaid, “Youcan’tima-
gine howbigthese medalsare
for a person like me who just
dreams of gettingastudy tab-
le and laptop one day so that I
don’t have to attend online
classes on the phone.”

Gazala now wants to pur-
sue a PhD in Vedic literature.
Eventually, she wants to beco-
meacivilservant.
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Muslim girl gets 5 golds for
best Sanskrit student at LU

Mohita.Tewari@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: In a small one-ro-
om house located in the nar-
row lanes of Nishatganj, Ga-
zala, 23, wakesup at5amdaily
to offer namaz, winds up her
household chores, and then
sits down with her Sanskrit
textbooks for seven hours
straight in pursuit of her goal
togain in-depth knowledge of
the subject. This is all on way
to realising her dream to be-
come a Sanskrit professor.

Her two younger brothers
gave up their education to
educate her and now she has
brought big smiles to their fa-
ces by winning five gold med-
als for being the best student
of MA (Sanskrit) at Lucknow
University.
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Dean arts Prof Shashi Shukla

awarded the medals to Ghazala at
a faculty-level medal distribution

ceremony at LU on Thursday
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Gazala's name was anno-
unced by LU during its convo-
cation ceremony held in No-
vember but due to Covid-19,
medals could be given only to
a few students during the ce-
remony.

» Medals belong to bros, P3
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