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Programme dedicated

to womanhood at LU

Lucknow (PNS): The depart-
ment of Psychology, Lucknow
University, took forward the
fourth phase of Mission Shakti,
an initiative by the government
of Uttar Pradesh, by dedicating
an event to it with the theme
‘Shades of womanhood: A men-
tal health perspective.

The event was held under

the patronage of LU Vice-

Chancellor Prof AK Rai. The -
chief guest was Dr Madhurima
Lall, who is also the convenor of |

‘behind vacuum in LU

Ex-paratrooper and head of an -

the Mission Shakti programme.

NGO, Preeti M Shah was also
the chief guest. The highlights of
the event were splash of colours,
open mic and walk of woman-
hood. The splash of colours
required the participants to
materialise their message cre-
atively on the papers.
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Retiring doyens leave  Hope to fill vacuum created
by good teachers soon: VC

Mohita.Tewari@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Doyens of sever-
al fields said goodbye to
Lucknow University this
year creating a vacuum in
the academicarena.

Among LU’s retiring
teachers this year were the
professors of international
repute with countless aca-
demic achievements and
over three decades of teach-
ingandresearchexperience.

Globally known zoolo-
gist, Prof Omkar, known for
identifying and harnessing
the potential of beneficial
insects, particularly lady-
bird beetles, figured in the
list of top 2% scientists of
the world and has over 3,000
citations.

Loved and highly respect-
ed by his students and a re-
cipient of a prestigious trav-
el award from the Indian Na-
tional Science Academy,
Prof Omkar was in the
School of Biological Sci-
ences, University of East
Anglia (UK), for three
months under the INSA Roy-
al Society exchange scien-
tist programme and is a re-
cipient of several national
and international awards
and have numerous academ-
icachievements.

Similarly, another LU
gem is renowned botanist
Prof Vivek Prasad, whosere-
tirement made almost every
student emotional.

»Good teachers,P 4

»Continued fromP1

ewasawardedahigh-le-
H vel scientific fellow-

ship of the Govern-
mentof France,toworkonthe
characterization and micro-
sequencing of some pathoge-
nesis-related proteins (PR-
proteins) of tobacco, at the In-
stitute of Plant Molecular
Biology at Strasbourg.

Yet again he was awarded
the French government fel-
lowship for a second time for
research atthesame institute,
an opportunity that only a
handful of botanists from the
country get. Most of his rese-
arch has been funded by the
DST, DBT, and CSIR, as well as
twolong-term French govern-
ment fellowships.

Known for research on di-
abetes and herbal drug deve-
lopment, zoologist Prof AM
Saxena was a lifetime mem-
ber of Helminthological Soci-

(Clockwise from top) Vivek
Prasad, Nishi Pandey, AM Saxena
and Omkar

ety of Washington (USA), La-
boratory Animal Science As-
sociation of India (LASAI),
Central Drug Research Insti-
tute, Indian Science Congress
Association and Internatio-
nal Society of Applied Biolo-

gYy.

. Another big name in the

world of academics, a faculty
in English and modern Euro-
pean languages, Prof Nishi
Pandey, the first woman chief
proctor, dean of students’ wel-
fare and chief provost of
Lucknow  University, is
known internationally for ex-
cellence. Awarded Fulbright
fellowships (of US) multiple
times and scholarship by Ox-
ford University, Prof Pandey
has numerous academic achi-
evements to her credit.

Other than them, several
other teachers of high repute
haveretired from LU thisyear.

Meanwhile, Lucknow Uni-
versity vice-chancellor Prof
AK Rai said, “LU has been
highly cautious about appoin-
ting new recruits in terms of
merit, talent and academic
profile. We are hopeful that
the vacuum created by the re-
tirement of such good tea-
chers will be filled sooner or
later.”



