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Extremely proud that a universi
constituency ranked NAAC A++:

Favours Social
Work Dept In
All Universities

Times News Netwonx » Continued from P 1
) eminding the people
that once Rajiv Gandhi

\had said in great angu-
ish that if he sends Re 1, only
15 paise reaches the down-
trodden, Rajnath said that it
is gratifying that today if the
government sends Re 1, the
exact amount reaches the pe-
ople,

“It's a debatable issue
whether corruption can be
completely rooted out or not,
but it can surely be minimi-
zedd by bringing about chang-
es inthe system,” he added.

Commenting on the infla-
tion in the country, the defen-
ce minister said, “"People are
commenting about the sur-
ging inflation in the country
without realising that infla-
tion is not only in India but in
all major countries of the
world post-Covid 19 pande-
mic. India is the fastest gro-
wing economy at present as
there is a Vishaped recovery
(a quick, sharp improvement
in an economy after a sharp
decline) in Indiaafter the pan-
demic.”

He said that even at the ti-
meof the pandemic in 2021-22,
the country sucoessfully achi-
eved the export target and
saw around 84-billion-dollar

Lucknow: Defence minister
Rajnath Singh has said that
he is extremely proud that a
university in his constituen-
cyhasranked A++,

Speaking during the in-
auguration of the freedom
fighter Pramila Shrivastava
foundation and memorial
lectureat Lucknow Universi-
ty's social work department,
the defence minister said
that a social work depart-
ment should be opened in
every university in the co-
untry.

Highlighting the role pla-
yved by Lucknow in the free-
dom struggle, the minister
told students and teachers
about how Lucknow was an
epicentre of all freedom
struggle activities.

“The marks of the free-
dom struggle movement are
still fresh on the walls of the
Residency and the sacrifice
of Begum Hazrat Mahal can
never be forgotten. It was
Lucknow where in 1916 the
Congress session was held
where the difference of opi-
nions was sorted,” said
Singh.

Ontheoccasion, Singh al-
so conferred the Pramila
Shrivastava Memorial
Award on three persons who
haddoneexceptionalwork in
the field of social service.
These included Varsha Ver-
ma, who cremated more than
600 unclaimed bodies during

Covid 19 pandemic, Nimit
Kumar Singh whowasappre-
ciated by PM Narendra Modi
for beekeeping and Rohit
Mishra who trained several
social workers was awarded

TOI PAGE 3

Rajnath Singh offers prayers at Hanuman Setu temple on Friday

‘Graft can be minimised by
effecting changes in system’

department on Friday. He said
he felt proud of LU's NAAC A
++ rating. Singh said he was
unaware that there was also a
Social Work department in

Lu.

dom fighter. “She was born in
1930 and when she was barely
12, she had participated in the
Quit India Movement. [ also
learnt that she lived in
Allahabad and stayed in front

Vice-Chancellor Prof AK
Rai requested Rajnath Singh
and Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak
to help upgrade the dispensary
at the Lucknow University into
a primary health centre.
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yin my
Rajnath

‘Freedom-ﬁghter

Freedom fighters’ dreams
have come true: Rajnath

B -
: so, we will not spare them. We
Slnce ].2’ Pramlla India no ]onger a should be proud of our defence
. B - . " powe rless country; system and lﬁgrmy for cc}jisplay:gg
exceptional brave urin ¢
IS an lnsplratlon we are C:':lpable of IndizEChina stanclg’f." thegr;nin—
Times News NeTwonrk pay tribute to her by inaugu- respondlng tO those ]St'?{‘li‘;idgﬁ?énce minister also
ating the late Pramila Shri- 1 1 2

Lucknow: A memorial lec- :lu_:ln:-t .\i:;norl;:r‘ll-‘c:nmlt.:l- Seeklng to undermlne ?gntloned PM Jan Dhan

ture in the ns f freed tion and me 1al lecture,” Vo ojana.
r::»‘.rl:ll":' P::\g‘l-‘i?:l(‘f'::ll‘i:-‘:lﬁ:?\:: s:ni?ill:l'd':l;'r;ﬁr:ﬂin‘i:l;g‘ our Se]f este?m’ Says él"oday. 100 rupees of 100
was organized by Lucknow “Ididn’t know much abo- defence nunlster being sent by the central gov-

ut her but after her family
members met meand shared
her sacrifice I felt extremely
touched and proud that the
country had such great wo-

University’s social work de-
partmenton Friday
Defence minister Raj-
nath Singh delivered the
special lecture on Pramila

ernment is reaching the com-
mon man, unlike in the old
days. If former PM the late Rajiv
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investment in the country
The vouth of the country has
doneanamazing job, as inthe
last eight years, startups have
gone up from 400-500 in 2017 to
75,000 in 2022,

Also, at present, the count-
ry has 105 Unicorn startups
that are worth over 1 billion
dollars, he added,

Claiming that the credibi-
lity of the country has increa-
sed on international plat.
forms, the defence minister
said that people are critici-
zing the government for infla.
tion, which they are welcome
todosoas itisthe partof a he-
althy democratic setup but
they should know that our co-
untry is now more than a 3
trillion economy and by 2047,
which willbe 100th yearof the

ontheoccasion.

Speakingontheoccasion,
vice-
chancellor Prof AK Rairequ-
ested the government and he-
althminister Brajesh Pathak

Lucknow University

country’s Independence, In-
diawill be in the top three eco-
nomiesof the world, he said.
Paying tribute to freedom
fighters, the defence minister
told students how Mahatma
Gandhi politely denied Bri-
tish orders during Champa-
ran Satyagrah by saying ‘I in-
tend not toobey thisorder” He
said that students should le-

arn and understand

person who is this polite and
achieve

courteous can only
hisor her goals.

“Be it Pulwamaor Uri, the
Indian defence forees have gi-
venastrong reply by standing
strong on their land and do-
ing asurgical strike. In the In-
dia-China standoff also I will

say that 1 am proud of
diers,” headded,

to convert LU's dispensary
into a primary health centre
that will cater to the medical
needs of thousands of stu-

dents, teachers,

Gandhi had been alive, he
would have been happy too,
Rajnath Singh said.

“Those who talk about infla-
tion should see thatit’s notonly
in India, but itis pervasive due
to Covid-19. We're the fastest
growing economy in the world.
We exported goods worth 418
billion dollars in the year 21-22
which never happened in the
history of India. Our country
also saw investment worth 84
billion dollars in the same year,”
Singh said.

Rajnath Singh also felicitated
Nimit Kumar Singh, Rohit Misr
and Versha Verma for their
exceptional contribution to
social work.

Deputy chief minister Brajesh
Pathak said Pramila Srivastava
empowered women from the
villages.

Lucknow University vice
chancellor Alok Kumar Rai
greeted the dignitaries.

men freedom fighters. [ was
told that her family lived in
Allahabad near Alfred Park,
the place which was a centre
of freedom activities and
where freedom  fighter
Chandrashekhar Azad sa-
crificed his life for Indepen-
dent India,” he added, Pat-
hak, a special guest on the
occasion, said, “Freedom
fighter Pramila ji worked
immensely towards mainst-
reaming womenand helping
people inremote villages,”

Mlancy Chhabra

mmwﬁ

Shrivastava, who is said to
have participated in the Quit
India movement at theage of
12 years.

Deputy chief minister
and a former LU student
Brajesh Pathak also paid tri-
bute to her,

“At age of 12,

LUCKNOW: Defence minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday said
freedom fighters had desired
not only for India to be free of
British rule, but also that it
should become strong and self-
reliant

If they had been alive, they
would have been delighted to
see India achieve all of these
qualities, he said.

Singh was speaking as the
chief guest at a felicitation/inau-
guration ceremony of the Pra-
mila Srivastava memorial foun-
dation.

The Lucknow University’s
department of social work orga-
nised the function in memory of
the late Pramila Srivastava, an
eminent social worker and free-
dom fighter.

Pramila Srivastava was a
brave woman who struggled for
India’s Independence and
played an active partin the Quit

Defence minister Rajnath Singh at the inauguration ceremony of
the late Pramila Srivastava Memorial Foundation, organised by
Lucknow University on Friday.

Pramila

Shrivastava participated in
the Quit India movement.
Born in 1560, she actively
participated in the freedom
movement and [ feel honou-
red to get an opportunity to

HT

India Movement against British
only at the age of 12, the defence
minister said.

“I feel very glad to know
about her and feel immense
pride to represent a land with
such a courageous soul,” he
added.

He also talked about Ashfag-
ulla Khan, Chandra Shekhar
Azad and other freedom fight-
ers in his address.

“Pramila Srivastava’s house
was right in front of the histori-
cal Alfred Park, now known as
Chandrasekhar Azad Park,
where all freedom fighters used

to congregate (in Prayagraj
which was then known as Alla-
habad). It is the place where
Chandra Shekhar Azad sacri-
ficed his life while fighting the
British. There is no doubt that
listening to and watching the
events back then gave Srivas-
tava her courage,” Singh added.

“Today, India is no longer a
powerless country; we are capa-
ble of responding to those who
seek to undermine our self-es-
teem. The best examples are air
strikes and surgical strikes. It is
our policy not to attack anyone
first, but if someone dares to do

that a

my sol-

Winners of Pramila Shrivastava Memorial Award with Rajnath Singh

non-tea-

ching staff and local people.



