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VC who rid Lucknow University of criminals no more

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Prof RP Singh (78), who
as vice-chancellor of Lucknow
University (2005-2008) stood up aga-
inst the then state government to
rid the campus of criminal ele-
ments in student politics, passed
away in a Pune hospital on Thurs-
day. He is survived by his wife Savi-
ta Singh, two daughtersand a son.

In his early 60s, soon after joi-
ning LU, Prof Singh began a crimi-
nal cleanliness drive on the cam-
pus by implementing Supreme Co-
urt guidelines for students’ union
elections based on the Lyngdoh
Committee report. This decision
witnessed violent protests from
students. The then CM Mulayam
Singh Yadav openly supported stu-
dent leaders. Thereafter, with the
permission of the then governor
TV Rajeshwar, Singh announced
sine die closure of the university,
cancelled union elections and ex-
pelled over 80 students with crimi-
nal records on December 15, 2006.

Tributes poured in from LU tea-
chers soon after the news of his de-
mise. Bursting into tears recalling
the work of the VC, Prof Nishi Pan-
dey said, “I have lost my father. In
the history of LU, he was the first
VC to give women administrative
posts.”

“He made me a chief provost

Prof RP Singh

and a dean, student welfare in ti-
mes when women were not given
administrative roles on LU cam-
pus”, shesaid.

“The first Manjunath Shanmu-
gan Integrity Award was given to
Prof Singh in March 2007 by NR Na-
rayanmurthy for his extraordina-
ry courage in cleaning criminals
from LU campus and implemen-
ting the Lyngdoh committee,” she
said.

Pandey said when LU hostels
were becoming a breeding ground
for criminals he formed a strong 52
member disciplinary committee.

“Despite getting life threats, he
chided the police and district admi-
nistration for what he termed their
‘non-cooperation’ in dealing with
the law and order situation in the

LU’s era of violence

etween 2004-2005, in justone

year, LU witnessed over 100
incidents of violence involving
studentleadersinwhichtwo
students were also shot dead.
Student leaders with criminal
antecedents having the support of
the Samajwadi Party, then governing
the state, called shots onthe
campus. Theadmissions and
examinations were reducedtoa
mockery. Student leaders even used
tointerfere inadministrative
matters.

campus. He refused to call student
leaders students and termed them
criminals. He openly spoke on stu-
dent leaders and their associates
who had been provided armed go-
vernment guards or gunners and
arms licences and they were allo-
wed to roam freely, ‘disrupting the
academic ambiance’,” said physi-
cal education faculty (retired) Prof
Neeraj Jain.

Former vice-chancellor of Dr
Ram Manohar Lohia Avadh Uni-
versity, Faizabad and an LU public
administration faculty Prof Manoj
Dixitsaid, “It’san irreparable loss.
I learned a lot of administrative
acumen from him. He was a man
with a vision and a bold decision-
maker.”

“1r w

A

e was a Renaissance

man with a mission’

Prof Rakesh Chandra

Renaissance man with a mis-

sion and Lucknow University
will remain indebted to him for his
contribution that brought this gre-
at institution to prominence again.
A distinguished polymer scientist
and engineer in the field of materi-
al science who taught in the USA,
Russia, Germany, Italyand IIT Kha-
ragpur, Prof Singh had 11 patents to
his name. He was well read and a
great connoisseur of Hindi poetry.
Also, a man of fine taste in dres-
sing, dining and travel. Brought up
insocialist progressive ideology, he
was a strong votary of constitutio-
nal values of secularism, scientist
temper and equality.

Prof Singh’s most celebrated
achievement in LU is seen as his fa-
ce-off with the state and aggressive
student musclemen whom he refu-
sed to call leaders during his term
as vice-chancellor.

Atthat time, he exhibited exem-
plary courage in the face of death

l’)l‘of Ram Prakash Singh was a

threats and everyday show of
muscle fromall quarters, including
the media.

However, the fact is that as VC,
Prof Singh touched every aspect of
academia for improvement, faculty
exchange, faculty development to
student welfare, cultural forums,
physical infrastructure, employee
welfare, financial regulation and
academic excellence.

Major international conferen-
ces in Nanotechnology, English,
Hindi and Women studies were or-
ganized in LU by his inspiration
and lasting understandings were
formalized with many internatio-
nal universities, including Califor-
nia State University, Long Beach.
Faculty exchange and development
was high on his agenda. Top scien-
tists, including CNR Rao, RA Mas-
helkar, K Kasturirangan, Jayant
Vishnu Narlikar, visited LU during
Prof Singh'’s tenure because of his
personal goodwill.

(The writer is the head of
philosophy department of Lucknow
University)



