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In its 102 yr LU gets its I
ever women’s crlcket team

V Sunll

Mohita.Tewari@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Hundred and two
years after its foundation
was laid, Lucknow Universi-
ty (LU) has formed its wo-
men’s cricket team for the
first time ever. A motley gro-
up of gritty girls, who will be
debutingat the Inter-Univer-
sity North Zone Cricket To-
urnament to be held on No-
vember 25, may not realise
they are already part of his-
tory.

Coinciding with LU’s fo-
undation day, the girls’ team
aims to win their debut 20-20
match against Dr Ram Ma-
nohar Lohia Avadh Univer-
sity, Faizabad, and later to
bringthe trophy home.

“Inthe past, LU had made
several attempts to form a

The team will debut at the Inter-
University North Zone Cricket
Tournament on November 25

women’s cricket team but
there were not enough girls
who came ahead to partici-
pate in the sports. At times
even when the girls came for-
ward, a number of them co-
uld not qualify for the tri-
als,” said LU spokesperson
Durgesh Srivastava.

»43 teams, P 3
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LU team to compete against
43 teams in cricket tourney

pContinued fromP1

nterestingly, Lucknow happens to
I bethecradle of women’scricketin
India. Due to the efforts of Ma-
hendra Kumar Sharma, the cricket
administrator from Lucknow who
passed away earlier this month, Wo-
men’s Cricket Association of India
(WCAI) was registered under the So-
V Sunil

PADED UP FOII BIGGER INNINGS

cieties Act in Lucknow in 1973. The
move opened the floodgates for wo-
men’s cricket in the country WCAI
remained in existence for the next 32
years until BCCI took over the opera-
tions of women’s cricket in India in
2006.

Sharma is remembered by locals

taking to the streets of Lucknow an-
nouncing over the microphone about
the women'’s cricket matches and in-
viting people to come over and watch
them.

Lucknow University Athletic As-
sociation chairman Prof Rupesh Ku-
mar said, “Around 30 students from
LU and affiliated colleges registered
tobe partof theteam. Of these, 23 girl
students were selected for the camp.
Thereafter, several trials were con-
ducted and then we finalized our te-
am of 16 along with two reserve play-
ers.” He said the LU team will be com-
petingagainst43teamsparticipating
in the tournament that begins on No-
vember 25 and will end on December
5.

Most of the players come from
humble backgrounds like team cap-
tainand openingbatsman Sneh Prab-
ha(21),a BEd (2nd year) student who-
sefather isafarmer in Rae Bareli.

Vice-captain Prakrit Singh (18), a
BA (first year) student from Varana-
si, said, “Iam an all-rounder. We have
been practising for around 4-5 hours
daily and are hopeful to lift the trop-
hy.”
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