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{ 102ND FOUNDATION DAY }

LU alumni take a stroll
down memory lane

The past pupils also
credited their alma mater
for whatever they
achieved in life

HT Correspondent
Ikoreportersdesk@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Past pupils hugged
friends, touched feet of their
teachers and went on a trip
down memory lane as alumni
converged on the campus for
the 102nd Foundation Day cele-

brations of Lucknow University
on Friday evening. Six distin-
guished old students were hon-
oured by the university on the
occasion.

The alumni were proud over
LU getting the A++ grade by
NAAC this year. They had a
word of advice for the current
students - “Enjoy every moment
spent on the campus, but
remain focused on your goals.”

The past pupils also credited
their alma mater for whatever
they achieved in life.

Anil Bhardwaj, director,
Physical Research Laboratory,
Ahmedabad reminisced his uni-
versity days and spoke about the
Chandrayaan Mission of which
he was a part. He obtained his
Master’s degree in physics from
LU in 1987.

A recipient of the Shanti Swa-
roop Bhatnagar Award, Bhard-
waj said: “It was an emotional
moment to be honoured by our
alma mater. I felt 30 years
younger as I walked into the
portals of Lucknow University.
Teachers not only gave us
knowledge, but insight too. 1
remember all my teachers like
UD Mishra, Usha Bakshi and
others.” Jayanti Prasad (IAS),
whole-time member of Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Board of
India, New Delhi, recalled his
professors with fond memories
and the music group he formed.
He got his PG degree in physics

in

In

1984 and also achieved the

distinction of getting the highest
marks in the university.

“Teachers like RN Singh and

RC Srivastava were very caring,

the canteen, I thrived mostly

on money borrowed from
friends and the canteen owner.
I also took part in extra-curricu-
lar activities,” he said.

Justice Rituraj Awasthi,

chairman, National Law Com-
mission, New Delhi obtained
Master’s degree in medieval and
modern history from LU in 1981
with highest marks.
expressed gratitude to his pro-
fessors for the life he has led.

He

“With a rich collection of

books, Tagore library was a
treasure trove of knowledge. 1
remember Prof Raj Bisaria of

English Department and Prof
Mohd Muzammil of econom-

ics,” he said. Shashi Prakash

Goyal (IAS), additional chief

secretary, UP, also recalled his
university days, the Tagore
library and addressed his teach-
ers as the finest he had ever
COome across.

“During our university days,
students from IITs did not think
positively about LU students.
But this year when the univer-
sity got A++ rating, I sent the
message to all friends with a
sense of pride,” he said.

Manu Kumar Srivastava
(IAS), chief secretary, govern-
ment of Maharashtra, Mumbai,
a post graduate in physics, was
among the distinguished
alumni but was not present on

Cultural programme underway at Lucknow University. (Below) Senior bureaucrat Shashi Prakash
Goyal (right) being honoured by minister Yogendra Upadhyay (middle) and LU VC Prof Alok

Kumar Rai at the foundation day. DEEPAK GUPTA/HT
the occasion. His parents col-
lected the award on his behalf.
In a video message, Manu

thanked his alma mater.

Senior journalist, Ashutosh
Shukla, who obtained his post
graduate degree in 1987 from
the department of medieval and
modern history also shared his

memories of the university.

Vice-chancellor Prof Alok
Kumar Rai appealed to the past
pupils to help the university in
whatever way they can. “This
year, the university got top A++
rating from NAAC and attracted
a huge number of applications
from candidates for admis-

sions,” he said.

Dayashankar Singh, minister
of transport (independent
charge), government of UP,
recalled how the university
helped in grooming his political
career. Singh said chief minister
Yogi Adityanath spoke to him
on finding out ways to contrib-

ute to Lucknow University.

Chief guest Yogendra Upad-
hyay, higher education minis-
ter, said LU may be the first uni-
versity in the state to get the top
rating, but there will be few
other universities in UP, which
may get similar rating in the

days to come.
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Lucknow: State higher edu-
cation minister Yogendra
Upadhyay said it's due to the
efforts of chief minister Yogi
Adityanath, Governor Anan-
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diben Patel and teachers that
Lucknow University has be-
come the first university in
the state to get A++ in the Na-
tional Assessment Accredita-
tion Council evaluation.Ican
vouch that the government
and teachers' hard work will
give more high-ranked insti-
tutes to the state, putting an
endtobraindrain.
Addressing the 102nd fo-
undation day celebrations,
the minister said, “LU is the
firsttoget A++and we havefi-

TOI PAGE 3

PROUD PARENTS: Parents of IAS officer Manu Kumar receiving a memento on hns behalf from UP
minister Yogendra Upadhyay at the felicitation ceremony. Kumar sent a video message thanking LU officials

rata hai, koi merijosh-e-jawa-
ni ek baar lautaye to' (it's
wrong to say that history re-
peats itself, if so then can so-
meone bring back my youth
and energy).” He said I think
this poet hasnotstudiedat LU
or if he had studied here, he
would have not penned so.

UP transport minister Da-
yvashankar Singh said,
“When I informed CM Yogi
Aditynath that LU is felicita-
tingme, heasked me whatare
you doing for your alma ma-
ter:  want to say to LU autho-
rities that this former stu-
dent is ready to extend sup-
port, whenever and whatever
LU asks for." Recalling days
spent at LU, he said an FIR
was lodged against him, then

ve more that are ready to get
A+ or even above.” He said

him excel in the subject of his
cholce.

“1 studied electronics and
X-ray in my MSc (special) at
LU which helped almost a de-
cade later when [ started to
study X-ray emissions from
Jupiter, Saturnand Mars whi-
le working at Vikram Sarab-
hai Space Centre, T just want
to say to all young students,
enjoy, but focus on your goal
t0o,” he added.

which is now around 800. He

physics laboratory and how
after Mnishing them | looked
for my juniors and helped
them intheir practicals well,”
sald Prasad. He said his fat-
her and brother studicd here
100, hence for him LU wasafa-
mily “We had a music group
which was led by our friend
Arun Mishra whom we lost
too soon. His younger brother
Anil Mishra, a faculty at Che-
mistry department, was our

;" v . -t » * A - N

m

. Tas an b .‘A a ama

E |

“-.ﬁtl'ﬁ"wt

regimes demanded votes
from youth saying that they
will give students a chance to
cheat in the examinations,
but the present government
had put an end to the use of

gia

junior and played harmoni-
um really well,” he remini-
sced.

“1 just want to say one
thing to all students, please
listen to what is being taught
by your teachers. Humlog tea:
chers ko dhyan se sunte thae
(we used to listen to our tea-
chers carefully),” headded.

Chairperson of Law Com-
mission of India, Ritu Raj
Awasthisaid, “Whatever [ ha-

pact
L1

Raj

-

([

He also said that previous unfair means in the educa-
tion system.

dents, the minister said, “A
poet once said ‘Ye kehna hai
galat Ki itihas apney ko doh-

UP minister Yogendra Upadhayay and LU VC Prof AK Rai felictate
former LU student and ACS to chief minister SP Goyal

ve achieved in life is the im-

too he was not expelled,
which is why he could comp-
lete his education and beco-
me a politician. He said tea-
chers were so friendly that
when the hostelswereraided,
provosts used to inform them
beforehand.

Talking about the nostal-
shared by LU former stu-

Enjoy but focus on your o0al too: Ex-students

CM., UP, Shashi Prakash Goy-
al said, “When [ entered the
campus | was asked by a facul-
ty member whether [ used to
visit Malviya hall in my stu-
dent days and my answer was
‘aise kol bhi jagah jahan VC
ya senlor teachers ke dikhne
ki sambhwna hoti thi humlog
wahan kabhi nahi jaate thae
(We never visited any place in
the campus with the slightest
possibility of the presence of
the VC or any teacher).

He sald, “In the list of de-
faulter students who took bo-
oks from Tagore library and
never returned, you will find
metoo™. Senior journalist As-
hutosh Shukla remembered

of yvears of education in
was fortunate to have te-

102nd FOUNDATION DAY: Alumni Reminisce University Days, Suggest Ways To Improve Edu

‘LU has set NAAC benchmark for varsities’

Photos: Manoj Chhabra

LU teachers
land in style
for event

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: LU teachers dres-
sed up in corporate style wea-
ring the finest formal wear,
with the women draped in
silk sarees and designer sal-
war suits to celebrate the spe-
cialday.

Students with plates in
hand welcomed guests witha
tilak and showering of flo-
wers. Meanwhile, vice-chan-
cellor Alok Kumar Rai made
sure to meet everyone perso-
nally and welcome them.

The VC spoke about the
university's A++gradeachie-
vement by NAAC as well as
the institution being the first
in the country to implement
all the recommendations of
NEP-2020. The LU report and
the vearly calendar were also
released on the occasion.

District magistrate Sury-
apal Gangwar, government
officials and retired teachers
joined in the celebrations. In
the evening, cultural events
made the celebrations more
grand with students' dance
and Kkissagoi performances
and poetry presentation by
Pankaj Prasoon.

achers like Prof PK Ghosh,
Prof Balraj Chauhan, Prof
Bisarla and many
others.” He said, "We are pro
ud that LU istheonly A+ + in-
stitution in the state and has
one of the richest libraries,
Tagore library, the memories
of the time spent in the libra-
ry are still fresh”™

. ACS to the

the days spent at the Milk Bar
and Tagore library and requ-
ested teachers to come out of
politics, forget differences
and shape students’ careers.
Maharashtra chiefl secretary
Manu Kumar Srivastava, who
could not join physically, sent
a virtual message expressing
gratitude to LU authorities.

a GRAND EVENT: Artists ner
forming at the Foundation Day
celebrations on Friday

Nostalgia reigns as former students

of LU relive romance of bygone era

Manoj Chhabra

ST AR Mohita.Tewari@timesgroup.com ‘__‘_
' Hfiiiis
ATV A Wt 1 3l H &
o 0 F Fe a, sk Lucknow: Chhola-samosa

at thescience canteen, books
never returned to the Tagore
library, hostel days and life-
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2 S s s ey member itall even four deca-
R s Famiaa des after leaving the Luck-
SUEEACE cEcal now University campus.
fervaferamer @ wg It &3 On Friday, when LU’s for-
TR W IHAH  er students took the stage

g Tt et =i &R
9Ra % 229 fafyr smm &
37 &, I FAR Hanad,
e, TR & Hed o
v W MEe, T F
gErslt % i ged

to share their nostalgia du-
ring the 102nd foundation
day celebrations some tur-
ned emotional while others
said they are indebted to the-
ir alma mater forever. The
six former students felicita-
ted by LU on the occasion ga-
ve credit to LU teachers for
helping them achieve the
dream they once had sitting

; . 5 P
Cultural show at LU's 102nd Foundatlon Day function on Fnday

partments.

TARUN MITRA PAGE 2

in the classes of different de-

“I feel 30 years younger
today asIamfilled with a fee-
ling of romance, remem-
brance, ‘maojmasti’ that had

given birth toeducation insi-

de me,” said Anil Bhardwaj,

director of Physical Rese-
arch Laboratory.
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