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64th UP battalion, NCC, orga-
nised a food festival at the Luc-
know University (LU), where
they sold popular dishes from 11
states and performed tradi-
tional dances of those regions
too.

The cadets prepared dal bati
churma, litti chokha, Hydera-
badi biryani, roshogolla, modak,
rasam chawal, chole bhature
and other mouth-watering
dishes, which were a great hit
among the audience.

They also performed a skit on
the life of freedom fighter Bha-
gat Singh, drawing much
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NCC cadets at food stalls set up at LU

STATES THAT WERE

students are largely from UP
and Uttarakhand, they took the
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applause soon after the festival
began at 12:30 pm.

LU vice chancellor Alok
Kumar Rai was the chief guest
at the festival. Commanding
officer of the 64th UP Battalion,
Colonel Gaurav Karki was
present throughout the festival
to encourage the students.

“The whole thing was an ini-
tiative of the cadets. They came
to me with the plan one week
ago, and put the whole event
together out of their pockets.
Even thoueh the particinatine

initiative to showcase the cul-
tures of 11 different states. This
shows their level of dedication,
cooperation and initiative -
these are all very cherished
qualities in cadets,” said Karki.

States that were represented
at the festival included Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Hyderabad, Kerala, Maharash-
tra, Andhra Pradesh among oth-
ers.

Two prizes were given away
to the states that performed well
in all aspects - food. dance and

REPRESENTED AT
THE FESTIVAL
INCLUDED
GUJARAT, U.P,
RAJASTHAN, ETC

costume. The first prize was
bagged by the Maharashtra
team and the second prize was
taken away by the Kerala team.
Other members of the 64th bat-
talion were in attendance at the
event and enjoyed the event
alone with familv and friends:

many languages we know,
we think and dream only in
our native language or mot-
her tongue, said experts du-
ring a seminar on ‘Indian
Languages: challenges and
opportunities’ held at Luck-
now University on Tuesday.

The seminar was orga-
nized jointly by LU’s educa-

language, he said that the
importance of nativelangu-
age can be gauged from the
fact that we think in our
own language, translate it
inourmind, and then speak
in the language we are sup-
posed to.

“Hindi is a very rich
language, but we hesitate to
speak in Hindi in front of
people who know English,”
he rued while alleging that
Hindi universities also do

o~ DOt get the recognition they

The seminar underway at LU

tion department and Bhar-
tiya Bhasha Samiti, a body
under the ministry of edu-
cation, government of In-
dia.

“Contribution of langu-
ages is significant in ma-
kingthe country better. Spe-
aking in the native langua-
ge is the first characteristic
of mankind,” said former
LU Hindi faculty Prof SP
Dixit.

Insisting that one needs

. deserve.

Another expert Prof Yo-
gendra Pratap Singh said

| that local languages are

fighting for their existence.

“France, Holland, Ger-
many motivate citizens to
study their mother tongue
with any subject. After in-
dependence, no awareness
about the language was
spread in India. People only
speak improvised Hindi.
Hindi is the official langua-
geof 10statesof NorthIndia
but still, this language is
neglected,” said Prof Kai-
lash Devi Singh.

She said that there is a
need tomake Hindi compul-
sory in India.



