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Prof AK Rai likely to get
extension as LU V(...

...T1ll Raj Bhawan Finds A Suitable Successor

Former LU prof’s novel brings
alive rich history of Lucknow

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: The three-year
term of the Lucknow Uni-
versity (LU) vice-chancellor
(VC) Prof AK Rai ended on
Thursday, but there was no
official announcement from
the Raj Bhawan about the
new incumbent or his exten-
sion till a permanent appo-
intment ismade

Speculation was rife
amid academic circles that
Prof Rai can be given an ex-
tension on Friday till Raj
Bhawan makes the final cho-
ice as to who will be the new
LUVCand

some LU teachers and
employees started congratu-
lating Prof Raion social me-
dia anticipating that he will
get at least a three-month ex-
tension. However, there was
no official confirmation
from the Raj Bhawan.

The governor, who is also
chancellor of the state uni-
versities, appoints VCs. The
chancellor office constitutes
a three member search com-
mittee comprising a mem-
ber each nominated by go-
vernor, university’s executi-
ve council and chief justice
of the high court. Thesearch
committee recommends 3-5
names to the chancellor
from whom she/he appoints
one.

However, in LU’s case de-
lay occurred because Prof
Vinay Kumar Pathak who
was nominated by the gover-

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Pained by the
way Lucknow’s history was
incorrectly mentioned by
present-day

historians,
Lucknow
University
Urdu depart-
ment’s reti-
red Prof
| Anis Ashfaq
== came up with
an Urdu novel named
‘Khwab Saraab’ that got him
the Sahitya Akademi Award,
2022. Published in 2017, the
novel talksabouttherichhis-
tory and legacy of the city
and how the original Luck-
now isgettinglostand hasde-
teriorated. The protagonist
in the novel, while narrating
a story, takes one around the
city talkingabout the histori-
cal relevance of monuments,
temples, mosques and other
important places which he

comes across. “The history
of Lucknow is like a best-sel-
ling product for present-day
historians who present
wrong facts and false stories
of the Nawabierajusttogeta
market. Since I come from a
family whose generations li-
ved in Lucknow and am from
aroyalfamily, it painstohear
and read distorted history,”
said Prof Anis.

He said, “This is why I ca-
me up with this novel that
hasbeen translated into Eng-
lish by a renowned Ameri-
can translator Arif Ansari
with the name ‘Dream Mira-
ge’. I have also written two
more novels, one is ‘Dukhya-
re’ (sufferers) and the other
is‘PariNazaurParinde’. The
three novels are a trilogy
about Lucknow.” Prof Anis
has been awarded over two
dozen awards and has writ-
ten 25booksand over 300 arti-
cles.

nor earlier had to be repla-
ced after an FIR on corrup-
tion charges was lodged aga-
inst him by the STF.

“Its a sensitive issue and
Raj Bhawan does not want to
rush into things. The new se-
arch committee has interac-
ted with several candidates
and the process is expected
to be complete on Friday, but

before making the final an-
nouncement governor/
chancellor Anandiben Patel
will scrutinise every name
recommended to her. The fi-
nal decision may take a few
more days and till then Prof
Raicangetanextension. The
final order will be issued on
Friday,” said a senior official
in the governor house.

oRdold faeafdeneer

University of Lucknow

(aceredited a++bynaae) - UNiversity in News on 30 December 2022
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