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‘LU has set a high bar, it will be raised higher’

Elated Over Re-appointment, Ready For Challenge: Prof Rai

Mohita.Tewari@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Almost after six
decades, Raj Bhawan has gi-
ven a second term to any
Lucknow University vice-
chancellor. Apart from being
re-appointed, Prof AK Rai
also holds the unique achie-
vement of celebrating LU’s
100-year celebration and be-
ing a vice-chancellor of a sta-
te Univer-
sity that is
the first
one in Ut-
tar Pra-
desh to get
an A++
grade in
the National Assessment Ac-
creditation Council. Talking
to Mohita Tewari, Prof AK
Raisaid that whileitisaplea-
suretobere-appointed, at the
same time it's a great chal-
lenge and responsibility.

What was the feeling when

you got the letter of your
re-appointment?

I am humbled and elated
to be re-appointed but at the
same time I see it as a ‘great
challenge’.Iseethisasagrea-
ter responsibility as already
University has set a high bar
and now it needs to be raised
higher.

SECOND INNINGS

Those who served as Lucknow University
vice-chancellor for six-year term

Prof Rai Bahadur GN
Chakravarty (1920-26)

Prof GN Chakravarty was
appointed as the first vice-
chancellor of Lucknow
University on December 16, :
1920, on a salary of Rs 3,000 per
month. Before joining LU, he
served as the registrar of
Allahabad University. He was
also offered third term but he
declined citing health issues

LU teaching and non-tea-
ching employees and govern-
ment officials who have been

always supportive.
mathematics at Fergusson How do you look back at yo-
College. urjourneyas LUVCandthe
milestones achieved?
LT Col Raja Visheshwar When many leading insti-
Dayal Seth (1941-47) tutions inthe country arestill

Seventh vice-chancellor of LU,
Lt Col Raja Visheshwar Dayal
Seth was a science graduate
who was known for his love
for reading books. Later, a
section in Tagore library was
named after him

Prof RP Paranjpye (1932-38)
Fourth vice-chancellor of LU,
Prof RP Paraniapye was the
first Indian to win the coveted :
title of Senior Wrangler at the
University of Cambridge.

Before joining LU, he taught
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Whom would you like to
thank forthree years’jour-
ney as LU VC and for get-
ting another three years?

I extend my gratitude to
honourable Governor Anan-

Dr A Vitthal Rao (1961-68)
He was the first LU VC to serve
two terms in post-
Independence era. He was the
head of LU’s English dept and
was dean of art faculty at LU
before joining as VC

448
t\-‘

diben Patel for reposing faith
in me, honourable CM Yogi
Adityanath for creating a po-
sitive ecosystem for higher
education institutions and

all stakeholders, including

struggling to even compre-
hend it, forget about its imple-
mentation, LU and its affilia-
ted colleges have been a pio-
neer in the implementation of
the New Education Policy. Itis
something to be happy about.

Secondly, the finances of
LU wereinverybadshape. We
have somehow handled those
financial challenges. Also,
the physical infrastructure of
the University has been refur-
bished. Also, our centennial
celebration in those difficult
Covid-19 days was talked abo-
ut by the entire country.

What are your plans for the
University?

We have improved campus
placements by leaps and bo-
unds, and will be strengthe-
ning it further. Also, consoli-
dation of national and inter-
national rankings, strengthe-
ning of entrepreneurial
culture and offering full-time
online courses is our priority.

15 had applied
for VC’s post

pContinued fromP1

2019. His three-year tenure ended Fri-

day and all eyes were on Raj Bhawan for
the last few days for the appointment of the
university VC.

Governor Anandiben Patel, who is also
the chancellor of the state universities, gave
final assent on the name of the VC out of the
names recommended by the search commit-
tee. Around 15 academicians who had ap-
plied for the VC’s post were screened by the
search committee. Thereafter, three aca-
demicians, including Prof Rai and one from
Gorakhpur and Gujarat each, were inter-
viewed.

Sources at Raj Bhawan told TOI that the
selection process got delayed as the vice-
chancellor of Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maha-
raj University, Kanpur, Professor Vinay
Pathak, who is allegedly facing corruption
charges, was one of three members of the
search committee.

Recently, Raj Bhawan removed Prof
Pathak from the search committee and
brought academician Anand K Tyagi in his
place.

The LU’s executive council had sent the
name of the vice-chancellor of Gujarat Cen-
tral University, Prof Rama Shanker Dubey,
as the second member while the third mem-
ber is a judge from the high court. Raj Bha-
wan had advertised for the poston October 11
this year.

I rof Raijoined as LU VCon December 30,
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Prof Rai gets  Prof Rai gets 2nd term

2nd term as LU
VG, Ist in 54 yrs

Mohita.Tewari@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Governor Anandiben Patel re-ap-
pointed Lucknow University vice-chancellor
Prof Alok Kumar Rai as the new VC of the

Prol’A]okKumar Rai  sourcep

as LU vice-chancellor

that helped the university get
A++ grading from NAACin July
this year. LU was the first univer-
sity in UP to get the top rating
= from NAAC.
s “NAAC grading is one aspect.
PF Tome, the biggest accomplish-
ment was that LU became the
first university to implement
National Education Policy-2020

varsity on Friday. Prof Rai became the sec-

HT Correspondent

as envisaged by the government

ond VC post-Independence to get
asecond term.

It is after 54 years that a VC
=2/ will be working for six years ina
row. Apart from this, Prof Rai
has also added his name to histo-
ry by becoming a VC of the first state univer-
sitythathasan A++grade inthe National As-
sessment Accreditation Council (NAAC). He
will also be remembered for heading the uni-
versity inits centennial year and for conduct-
ing the 100-year celebrations. The decision
brought a wave of happiness to the LU cam-
pusforteachers and students who were antic-
ipating that Prof Raiwill get a second term.

»15 academicians, P 4

Ikoreportersdesk @htlive.com
LUCKNOW :: Prof Alok Kumar Rai

of India. Complete financial
transformation was another
area in which we worked hard

was given a second term of three
years as Lucknow University
vice-chancellor, after his first
term ended on Friday. Chancel-
lor of the varsity and UP gover-
nor Anandiben Patel issued an
order to this effect.

Rai became the second vice-
chancellor of the century-old
university who was given a sec-
ond term. Earlier, Dr Vitthal Rao
held the position from 1961 to
1968.

Principal secretary to the gov-
ernor, Kalpana Awasthi, in a
press release informed that the
governor appointed Rai for the
second term for his leadership

for three years,” said Rai.

Senior professors and close
aides of the V-C said that Rai led
the university in the most diffi-
cult (Covid) times, where the
university was closed for quite
some time and he encouraged
faculty members to take online
classes.

As soon as LU tweeted the
copy of the order issued by Raj
Bhawan at 7.17pm, congratula-
tory messages started pouring
in. In three years, Rai introduced
anumber of welfare schemes for
students wherein they did
internships while studying and
earned some money.
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