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courses to meet budget defici
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LU to revive distance learning

3223Cr IncCOme EARNINGS & EXPENSES

Against 3356Cr
Expenditure

Times NeEws NETWORK

Lucknow: Lucknow Univer-
sity will revive its distance
learning courses almost af-
ter over two decades and will
offer full-time online degree
courses to meet a deficit of
Rs 132.70 crore in its annual
budget.

LU’s finance committee
approved the University's
annual budget for 2023-24 du-
ring a meeting held on Wed-
nesday.

As per the budget appro-
ved by the committee, LU’s
estimated revenue is Rs
223.32 crore far short of the
Rs 356.02 crore expenditure.
The main source of income
in LU's budget is self-finan-
ced courses, examination fe-
es, government and other
grants.

Self-financed coursesalo-
ne help LU in pooling Rs 86
crore while earnings from
examinations, grants and
others are estimated to be
over Rs 50 crore and from go-
vernment grants itisaround
Rs50crore.

In comparison, expendi-
ture is pegged at Rs 356.02
crore, including a whopping
Rs 239.36 crore being salary
expense whiletheremaining
expenditure of Rs 116.66

(32.77%) has been made for
infrastructure construction
and annual maintenance, pa-
yment of electricity bills,
water tax, house tax, library;,
admission and examination
operations, studentfacilities
and other expenses.

“Our highest expenditu-
re is mainly on the salaries
of staff which is 67.23% alo-
ne of the total budget. The
state government gives only
Rs 48 crore to the university
for paying salaries,” said a
senior official.

Hesaid that thereisan is-
sue with the grants received
from the government.

“While on paper, we get
Rs 48 crore for paying salari-
es, but the grant released by
the government is Rs 38 cro-
re only. We have raised this
issue with the government

EXPENDITURE | | INCOME
Salary (teaching and : 8lf-finance courses
non-teaching staff) A 286¢r
?239.36 Cr '“;#‘.':m Exat';'is!:atti'?ns'
. l!s : grants & others
Infrastructure ,

construction, annual 'sq = Over ?50(:"
maintenance, electricity p e B

bills, water & house tax, \w G°"°’3',2‘;’.i'§
library, admissionand |

examination operations, ?5 OCI’
student facilities = Others
X116.66¢r "3 37.32cr
Total Expenditure DEFICIT _ Total Income
3356.02cr GEEYN(V] R 223.32¢cr

several times, but it is yet to
be addressed,” he said.

LU’s cash crunch started
two decades ago when the
state government froze sala-
ry grants at the 1998 level (Rs
16 crore). The increase in sa-
lary expenses in the follo-
wing years was met by star-
ting new self-financed cour-
ses and granting affiliation
toself-financed colleges. The
government increased the
grant to Rs 48 crore, but ex-
penses increased by five ti-
mes in two decades.

Toresolvethecrunch, the
state government increased
the university’s jurisdiction
in the year 2020 by affiliating
colleges in Hardoi, Raebare-
li, Sitapur, and Lakhimpur
districts with LU taking the
total number of affiliated
colleges from 180 to 545.

Times View

heideaofstartinga

distance education courses
sounds good, but LU will have to
take lessons from the past
when asimilar endeavour failed
for want of required students.
Besides traditional subjects, LU
can offer new interdisciplinary
courses notavailable
elsewhere and ensure that
quality of study material is
better than existing distant
educationinstitutions. LU can
useitsonline learning platform
-SLATE - and upload lectures by
teachersontheir department's
YouTube channel to score over
others.

Lucknow Univesity vice-
chancellor Prof AK Rai said,
“For the last three years we
have been facing a deficit of
around Rs 115 crore in our
budget. We will try and redu-
ce our expenses by adopting
austerity measures and ex-
ploring more sources of re-
venues.”

In 2002, the then vice-
chancellor Prof SB Singh an-
nounced thelaunchof theIn-
stitute of Distance and Con-
tinuing Education on LU
campus.

Institute offered three ty-
pes of courses and program-
mes, BA (regular) in econo-
mics, education, English,
Hindi, history, political sci-
ence and sociology and
BCom courses. They could
not continue as there were
few enrollments.



