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An evening with Raj: Theatre, poetry
& a life g1ven to pursuit of excellence

Godhooli Sharma | TN

Lucknow: In 1953, Lucknow
University hosted the Indian
Science Congress. The Eng-
lish department of the varsi-
ty was asked to prepare plays
that could be staged before
the scientists of the country
during the cultural evenings.
A 17-year-old student of the
same department wanted to
be the part of the plays, but
was rejected because he was
too thin, had a flat nose and
didn’t follow script, but his
determination got him the
job of a curtain boy. Nobody
knew that this young lad wo-
uld one day reach the apex of
the theatre.

Padma Shri Prof Raj Bisa-
ria, renowned theatre vete-
ran and former LU teacher
who is now 87, was full of nos-
talgia when he recalled some
of special moments of hislife
on Monday during a conver-
sation with the former head
of LU’s English department
Prof Ranu Uniyal.

The occasion was a dis-

ANGUAGES, UNIVERS!

Theatre veteran & academician Prof Raj Bisaria with Prof Ranu Uniyal

cussion organized at Golf
Club on Monday by the Luck-
now Expressions Society
(LES) to mark the release of
Bisaria’s book having the col-
lection of poems written by
him.

With over 100 productions
to his name, Bisaria had star-
ted Theatre Arts Workshop
(TAW) in 1966 with the first
play being Shakespeare’s
Othello. Bisaria also founded
the Bhartendu Academy of
Dramatic Arts in 1975. Apart
from theatre, TAW also intro-
duced other allied perfor-

ming arts for the very first ti-
me, including Irshad Panja-
tan’s Indian mime in 1967 and
modern dance by an Ameri-
can dance company, Indian
classical dance by Sonal
Mansingh in 1970 and other
forms, including Hindi theat-
re, environmental theatre
presentation, painting and
miniature exhibits. Bisaria
joined academics after his
postgraduation and later on
tried hands in acting in movi-
esbutfailed. At this point, his
mother played the role of an
anchor. “I believe anything

good about me is because of
my mother and what is bad in
me is what I am. When the do-
ors of the films were shut on
me due to my physique, my
mother helped me reach my
goal of acting. In 1966, I foun-
ded the TAW with four British
actors. In the following year, I
lost my mother, which felt as
if I had lost my only friend,”
recalled Bisaria.

Bisaria also recalled how
he met his wife Kiran and fell
in love with her. He said that
his love story had all the ele-
ments of agreatIndian block-
buster. “It was an inter-caste
and inter-class marriage, for
which we were ostracised by
the society for a while, but
eventually thingsfell in place,
and she became the support
andinspirationof hislife,” he
said.

Many in the audience also
shared their memories with
Bisaria. They included his
students, actor Atul Tewari,
academician MeenakshiPah-
wa and LES founding direc-
tor Kanak Rekha Chauhan



