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LU archaeology students to learn
about excavation sites in Ayodhya

Ram Temple jalabhishek to be done
with holy water from 155 nations today

New Delhi: Jalabhishek of upcoming Ram temple in Ayodhya will

historicinitiative.
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als, inclusion of these new ex-
cavations sites along with the
study of the previously taught
important sites like Nalanda
and others will further streng-
then research and also open
new areas of research for the
studentsat the undergraduate

“We want studentstostudy
new and updated curriculum

Piyush Bhargava.

hence along with popular im-
portant ancient sites, some
new sites have also been inclu-
ded in the curriculum. These
sites will be taught to BA stu-
dentsin Field Archeology unit
in the fourth semester;,” said
AIHA department head Prof

Hesaid Ayodhya isan anci-
ent city located in Uttar Pra-

be performed with holy water from 155 nations on Sunday amid
chanting of mantras andin the presence of NRIs from 40
countries. Delhi Study Group president and ex-MLA Vijay Jolly
said Bhutan King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, Fiji PM
Sitiveni Rabuka, Sri Lanka President Ranil S Wickremesinghe,
Cambodia Prime Minister Hun Sen, Suriname President
Chandrikapersad ‘Chan’ Santokhi have praised this unique and

Thefive heads of states in their goodwill message termed
thisinitiative as a symbol of promoting global harmony, peace,
prosperity and happiness to India and the world, said Jolly.
Defence minister Rajnath Singh and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will attend the Ayodhya event. tn

desh, which finds mention in
Ramayana, Mahabharata and
various Puranas. According
toPuranas, thiscity wasestab-
lished by Manu of Ikshvaku
dynasty. It's importance is evi-
dentfrom thefact that Alexan-
der Cunningham, who is cal-
led the Father of Indian Ar-
chaeology conducted a survey

on Ayodhya.
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LU includes excavation
of Ayodhya in BA course

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Lucknow Univer-
sity’s Department of Ancient
Indian History and Archaeology
included the excavation of Ayo-
dhya in the fourth unit of field
archaeology in the eighth paper
of the fourth semester of Bache-
lor of Arts (BA), under the
National Education Policy (NEP).
Along with this, excavations of
other ancient sites Bhimbetka,
Kalibanga and Hastinapur have
also been included.

“In the field archaeology
paper of ancient Indian history
and archaeology, the undergrad-
uate and postgraduate students
are taught about the excavation
of various important archaeo-
logical sites. This is part of the
same process,” said Prof Piyush
Bhargava, head of the Depart-
ment of Ancient Indian History
and Archaeology.

He said that Ayodhya is an
ancient city in Uttar Pradesh,
which finds mention in Rama-
yana, Mahabharata and various
Puranas.

According to Puranas, this
city was established by Manu of
the Ikshvaku dynasty. After that,

Dashrath and Lord Ram ruled in
their generations.

Alexander Cunningham, who
is called the Father of Indian
Archaeology, has said that Ayo-
dhya is also mentioned as Saket.
He got the survey of Ayodhya
done in about 1862-63 and also

LUCKNOW: Preparations
have started for the 109th

Vice-chancellor Prof Alok
Kumar Rai has entrusted the
responsibility of this conven-
tion to three professors of the
university from science fac-
ulty.

Prof SP Trivedi of zoology
department, Lucknow Uni-
versity has been named as
the organizing secretary of
the Indian Science Congress
to be held at LU from Janu-
ary 3to 7 nextyear. Prof Poo-
nam Tandon, dean, student
welfare, of physics depart-
ment and Prof Geetanjali
Mishra of zoology depart-
ment, LU have been made
local secretaries.

Preparations begin for ISCin
LU in January next year

Indian Science Congress to  the programme.
be held at Lucknow Univer- Various sessions of the
sity in January next year. Indian Science Congress will

The V-C said work had
started on activities related to

be attended by a large num-
ber of students, including
Nobel laureates, national and
international dignitaries, sci-
entists, professors and policy
makers.

About 16,000 participants
had participated in the last
session of the Indian Science
Congress held in Nagpur in
January 2023. Around
20,000 participants are
expected to attend the ses-
sion to be held at Lucknow
University.

The preparations for a
grand programme of this
level start about a year in
advance, HTC

between 1889-91. The Fuhrer had
alsosurveyed Ayodhya. Chinese
traveller Fa Hien calls it by the
name of Sha-chi.

The earliest archaeological
excavations in Ayodhya were
carried out by Awadh Kishore
Narayan of Kashi Hindu Univer-
sity in the session 1969-1970 and
dated to the 17th century BC.

After this, between 1975 and
1985, Prof BB Lal of the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India con-

ducted archaeological excava-
tions.

In 2003, Canadian geophysi-
cist Plot Ravi Lloyd conducted a
GPR survey and reported that
different structures are being
detected at a depth of 0.5 m to
55m.

Thereafter, in the session
2002-03 itself, Hari Manjhi and
BR Mani conducted archaeologi-
cal excavations on behalf of the
Archaeological Survey of India.
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A day-long workshop on skill development in play-
writing was organised by the department of English and
modern European languages at the Tagore Library
Auditorium, University of Lucknow, on Sunday. It wit-
resence of eminent writer Syed Asghar
Wajahat and was attended b{. students, research schol-
ars and faculty members of t
shop was organised under the guidance of head of the
department Prof Matrayi Priyadarshini to celebrate
Asghar Wajahat's works and to give an opportunity to
all the aspiring writers to learn the art of writing from
Wajahat himself. Asghar Wajahat is a Hindi scholar, fic-
tion writer, novelist, playwright, an independent doc-
umentary filmmaker, a television and film scriptwriter,
who is most known for his work "Saat Aasmaan’ and his
acclaimed play Jisne Lahore Nai Dekhya, O Jamyai Nai'
He has also been the head of the department of Hindi
at Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi. His works
have been translated into many Indian and foreign lan-

e department. The work-
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guages and he has been honoured by several literary

organisations internationally.
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