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Shakespeare stirs a Bhojpuri “Tempest’ at LU

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: “Bhagwan Kari-
han Ki yeh sansaar ke sab
kasht, peedha Prosperua ko
hove. Okra bhootvan sab su-
nat hoiye, hum tabahu okra
shrap deab (May all the pain
and suffering of this world
be inflicted upon Prospero. 1
know his spirits must be lis-
tening, butthentooIwill cur-
sehim).”

Lucknow  University’s
Malviya Hall echoed with re-
sounding cheers the moment
this famous dialogue from
‘The Tempest’ was delivered
in Bhojpuri by the student
actor Akshay Bhardwaj who
played the character of Cali-
ban, a servant of Prospero.

Theoccasion was thefirst
edition of the Shakespeare
Literary Fest organised by
the students of English and
Modern European Langua-

V Sunil

TEMPEST WITH A TWIST: LU students stagmg the play on Thursday

ges (EMEL) department of
Lucknow University.

While the scenes from the
plays of William Shakespea-
re were staged in Bhojpuri,
Hindi and Urdu languages,
students also presented Sha-
kespearean sonnets in semi-
classical dance forms.

The event was a theatri-
cal attempt at exhibiting
aspects of William Shake-
speare’s dramatic craft,
which has been translated/
adapted into over 75 langau-
ges spoken the world over.

A team of four students:
Varsha (narrator)and actors

Akshay Bhardwaj, Prerna
Anmol and Vatsal Sharma
played the Bhojpuri version
of Caliban, Trinculo and
Stephano from The Tempest
respectively.

It was the first ever Bhoj-
puri adaptation of the play
performed on LU stage.

“The idea came from our
teacher Vineet Maxwell Da-
vid. We just lapped it up and
delivered it to the best of our
abilities. We are happy that it
was applauded,” said PhD
student Prerna Anmol.

Akshay translated the di-
alogue in Bhojpuri.

Be it student Shashwat
Pandey enacting Mark Anto-
ny’s speech: “Friends, Ro-
mans, Countrymen” from
Julius Caesar, Sachin narra-
ting Sonnet 18 of William
Shakespeare, Gargi who
enacted the character of Cal-
purnia (wife of Caesar) or

Mansi playing the role of Ju-
lius Caesar almost every
enactment touched hearts of
the audience.

Motivation from the de-
partment head Prof Matrayi
Priyadarshiniand Prof Mee-
nakshi Pahwa inspired stu-
dents to perform on and se-
mi-classical dance on the
writings of Shakespeare.

Manya Jain performed
kathak on the compelling
rendition of Lady Macbeth’s
reading of Macbeth’s letter
and Shubhangi Soni perfor-
med a semi-classical dance
in Macbeth’s sleepwalking
scene. Alina Nasir’s enact-
ment of the witch from Mac-
beth give goosebumps to au-
dience. “Itisourfirstattempt
to link arts with education
and learning as envisioned
in National Education Poli-
cy,” said Meenakshi Pahwa,
English faculty, LU.

{ SHAKESPEARE LITERARY FEST }

LU students enact scenes from dramatist’s
celebrated plays leave audience spellbound

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The department of
English and Modern European
Languages of the Lucknow Uni-
versity (LU) hosted the first edi-
tion of ‘The Shakespeare Liter-
ary Festival’' on Thursday at the
Malviya Hall of the university.

The event was a theatrical
attempt at exhibiting various
aspects of William Shake-
speare’s dramatic craft. [t was
marked by extraordinary dis-
play of talent by the students of
the department.

Vineet Maxwell David, a fac-
ulty of the department, intro-
duced the first edition of festi-
val. The performances on vari-
ous scenes and characters from
Shakespeare’s plays followed

The event was an attempt at
exhibiting various aspects of
William Shakespeare’s
dramatic craft

HT PHOTO

thereafter. Shashwat Pandey
enacted Mark Antony’s speech,
“Friends, Romans, Country-
men” from ‘Julius Caesar’ while
Sachin Pandey narrated Sonnet
18 of Shakespeare.

Gargi Dwivedi enacted the
character of Calpurnia while
Mansi Yadav essayed the role of

Julius Caesar. Manya Jain pre-
sented Kathak on the compel-
ling rendition of Lady Mac-
beth’s reading of Macbeth’s let-
ter. Areeb Zehra and Puneet
Pathak enacted a scene from the
Urdu translation of Romeo and
Juliet’. Rajkumar Singh per-
formed the speech “It is the
cause Othello” from ‘Othello’.

This was followed by Shub-
hangi Soni’s moving dance per-
formance on a classical song
which was an enactment in
dance of the sleepwalking scene
of ‘Macbeth’.

Mansi performed Ophelia’s
speech, “Oh what a mind here is
overthrown” from Hamlet.
Anupam Kumar read Sonnet 29
of Shakespeare. This was fol-
lowed by an enactment of the
evocative gravedigger scene

from ‘Hamlet’ by Khalid Quy-
oom Paray and Alina Nasir in
Urdu. Sonia Chhimwal per-
formed Rosalind's speech, “So
was | when your highness took
his dukedom” from ‘As You Like
It". Umme Kulsoom recited
Allama Igbal’s Shakespeare
sonnet 156 from Baang e Dare in
Urdu, translated by Dr Mustan-
sir Mir. Jyotirmoy Joshi per-
formed the riveting, “To be or
not to be” soliloquy from ‘Ham-
let’. Kaushiki Singh recited her
original poem titled “Bard of
Avon” which she wrote on Will-
iam Shakespeare.

Sanchali Raj enacted the role
of Portia from ‘The Merchant of
Venice'. Yagya Gupta performed
a classical dance. Alina Nasir
enacted the character of witch
from ‘Macbeth’.



