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LU, Gorakhpur
co to revamp
planetarium

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Lucknow Uni-
versity's planetarium
which has been lying de-
funct for over two decades
will become operational so-
on. LU on Friday has signed
a pact with a Gorakhpur-ba-
sed company to provide gui-
dance and support for the
advancement and revamp
of its planetarium.

The private company
will provide a roadmap on
making the planetarium
functional within limited
means and assist in getting
financial aid from stakehol-
ders. Theuniversity’s plane-
tarium had last simulated

Planetarium has
capacity of 100

ccording to LU officials,

the planetariumboasts
animpressive dome
measuring eight metresin
diameter with a seating
capacity of 100 persons. The
original planetarium
projector machine, a
SPITZ-Model Al, was
procured in 1946. Notably, it
was the first model
worldwide capable of
observing stars brighter than
magnitude 4.3.0nly 40 such
models were manufactured,
with one finding its home at
LU. It was builtin 1949,
following initiatives of Prof
AN Singh and was among the
fewinthe country back then.

the motions of heavens in
1985 during the 72nd edition
of the Indian Science Cong-
ress. It has been lying neg-
lected since then. “We have
joined hands with a private
firm which is basically a
space research organiza-
tion established by a group
of scientists and engineers
from various fields of scien-
ce and technology linked
with space science. When it
comes toplanetariums, they
are an expert, be it installa-
tion or revamp of the exis-
tingones,” said dean, acade-
mics, Prof Poonam Tandon.
She said that the organi-
sation will also conduct spe-
cial programmesto help stu-
dents understand theories.

Prof from Nepal is
LU’s visiting faculty

Tirth RajPaneru, anassistant
professor from Far Western
University, Nepal, joined
Lucknow University’s physics
department as a visiting faculty
on Friday. “Paneru’s has made
outstanding contributions to
thefield of physics. The
inclusion of foreign visiting
faculty members like Prof
Panerureflects the University's
dedication to advancing global
academic collaboration,” said
Dean Prof Poonam Tandon.



