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Preserving LLucknow’s essence crucial
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LU Litfest Evokes Nostalgia, Sheds Light On Cultural Evolution

Culture, cuisine soul of city:
Panel delves in rlch Iegacy

‘Lucknow’s tryst with
theatre older than Ist
publlshed Indian play

Tributes paid to theatre doyen Raj Bisaria First LU literature fest ushers in ‘naya daur’

Times News NETwork ‘Chakravyul’ enthralls audience

Lucknow: As part of the Lucknow University Literature
Festival, the play “Chakravyuh,” based on the Mahabharat, was
staged at the university’'s AP Auditorium on Saturday. Written
by Atul Satya Kaushik and directed by Puneet Pathak, the play
featured students from the Department of Englishand Modern
European Languages. llma Khan, Sachit Rai, Shivam Rawat, and
Preetam Rajputtook onthe lead roles of Lord Krishna,

and producer, Salim Arif, re-
called his association with
Bisaria. “He was an exceptio-
nal mentor who always allo-
wed us to make mistakes and
sometimes he used to give us
work which was far beyond
our age and experience but
this belief in me gave me con-

= .Imu

[(" 4 nwh el

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : The first-ever litera-
ture festival of Lucknow Univer-
sity that began on Saturday
focused on the students and the
youth.

Themed ‘Lucknow Ek Naya

Lucknow: Tributes were pa-
id to theatre doyen Raj Bisa-
ria at LU Lit Fest. Former
HOD English, Prof Ranu Uni-
yal, whileremembering Bisa-
ria said that he was a visiona-
ry man who always wanted to

Multicultural stage acts and
‘epic’ plays mark Day 1

Times News NETWORK L UTERATURL FESTIVAL 2004
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Lucknow: Often overshado- __‘L.*.L_‘f_
wed by its association with
the opulent Nawabi era, Luck-

now'’s history has much more

livelihood.
Students from Kenya,
Tajikistan, Sri Lanka, Myan-

LUCKNOW : The Lucknow
University made an impor-
tant addition to its long list

CHEMISTF

Salim Arif while speaking at give unconditionally to his fidence to speak with emi- ~Abhimanyu,Duryodhan,and Dushasan, respectively. Daur: Exploring cultural his- of annual events by organis- mar, Bangladesh, and
the Lucknow University's li- students. nent personalities like Shy- The festival also offered a diverse range of cultural tory’, the programme saw its ing its first-ever literature ~Afghanistan presented

terature festival on Saturday.
Evoking a sense of nostalgia,
Arif, a prominent alumnus of
the varsity, added that the city
has always pulsated with cul-
tural influences, progressive
movements, and a welcoming
spirit.

Organised by the depart-

programmes at Ambedkar Sthal. Theseincluded a street play
by Adamya, a puppet show titled “Gulabo Sitabo” by Naushad
Ali, satirical dialogues by Hafsa Yasmeen, and poetic responses
by Asma Ali. Additionally, instrumental performances by
Saksham Sonkar and Aditya Sharma complemented a poetry
session ("Jasn-e-Khayal”) and amusical programme

“He loved literature and
theatre and dedicated him-
self to the world of art and
theatre while working with
Theatre Arts Workshop and
Bhartendu Natya Academy,”

am Benegal and Mani Rat-
nam,” said Arif.

Speaking about Bisaria’s
way of working in theatre,
Arif said thateven forathree-
day play, he would work for al-

festival.

Academicians and writ-
ers discussed the remnants
of Old Lucknow in the spirit
of New Lucknow. Vice
chancellor Alok Kumar Rai,

dance and musical perform-
ances to kick off the litera-
ture festival.

Two panel discussions
after the inaugural cere-
mony was followed by a

first panel discussion examin-
ing the role of history and litera-
ture in shaping the current gen-
eration of students.

The speakers included Prof
Nadeem Hasnain, author

Salim Arif,Surya Mohan Kulshreshtha, NlSl‘ll Pandey, Atul
Tiwari and RP Singh at the ‘Theatre and Cinema: Voices from

Students perform at LU's Ilterature festival on Saturday

ment of English and Modern said Uniyal. Theatre director  most three months. ("Sargam”). Mehru Jaffer, heritage phot_c;g— in his acld_ress. rem jnded short memorial servige in_ Lucknow’ panel discussion at the LU Lit Fest. HT PHOTO
European Languages in colla- S d s : h AU R A R S e D s SR R e O R rapher Maroof Culmen, Indian students of the story ‘Gehu  honour of Padma Shri Raj

boration with Tagore Library, tu ent lntereSt n t eatre 1S poet Yatindra Mishra, and Salim Banam Gulab’, a tale that Bisaria, with Professor discussion was moderated by
the first day of the festival fea : % 3 . HT Correspondent o

tured a diverse panel of LU Arif as the moderator. speaks of pursuu;g ;he emo- Ranu Uniyal sharing her e —— Prof. Nishi Pandey.

ol and cliypesiiants die d 1 f 1 i a parrow ee lc 0 ln uc now Arif started the discussion tional callings of life, while memories of the theatre Ly Atul Tiwari said Lucknow’s
gn;fei}% f:sslﬁr; l:)ril;::g,c(}_(‘,l&?t‘;: eC lnlng ln Clt}f, ee eXpertS with a brief introduction of Luc- also pursuing a practical maestro. LUCKNOW : The Lucknow Uni-  history with theatre predated

TOI

ral History". The panelists in-
cluded author Mehru Jaffer,
Professor Nadeem Hasnain,
litterateur Yatindra Mishra,
and “heritage advocate” Ma-
roof Culmen.

Professor Nadeem Hasna-
in shed light on Lucknow's
cultural evolution. He poin-
ted out that unlike much of
northern India, which faced
turmoil after Independence
in 1947, Lucknow and Awadh
remained relatively peaceful.
“This tranquility attracted a
wave of migrants, including
Sikhs, Sindhis, people from
Odisha, and Kerala. Today,
with increasing urbanisa-
tion, the city is transforming
into a cosmopolitan centre...
Lucknow is synonymous
with the Nawabs, refined
manners (tehzeeb), and its de-
lectable cuisine,” said Hasna-
in while adding, “The city fos-
tered a unique and inclusive
culture. Its ability to welcome
everyone is a source of great
pride.”

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: The City of Na-

wabs boasts a deep and inse-
parable connection to theat-
re. The city, and Lucknow
University itself, have produ-
ced many eminent actors, di-
rectors, and writers. Howe-
ver, there has been a decline
in student participation in
theatre compared to the past,
lamented a panel at the Luck-
now University Literature
Festival on Saturday.

The session, titled “The-
atre and Cinema: Voices of
Lucknow,” featured theatre
artist Surya Mohan Kulsh-
restha, theatre director Sa-
lim Arif, writer and actor
Atul Tiwari, professor of
English and Modern Europe-

theatredirector Bansi Kaul's
acclaimed play ‘Ala Afsar’.

&8 Besides, modern and psycho-

Panellists at the lit fest

an Languages RP Singh, and
playwright RP Singh. Mode-
rated by Prof Nishi Pandey,
the discussion explored the
nuances of theatre, its histo-
rical roots in the city, and
how students can get invol-
ved.

“Even before I understo-
od the word ‘theatre,’ I wat-
ched the Kumaon Parishad ki
Ramlila... Back in the day, the
city provided alaunchpad for

physical theatre also found a
stage here. By the 1970s, inno-
vative experiments flouris-
hed. The Bhartendu Natya
Academy, established in 1975
through Raj Bisaria’s efforts,
nurtured actors like Nawa-
zuddin Siddiqui and Rajpal
Yadav, alongside the estee-
med Urmil Thapliyal,” said
Kulshrestha.

Meanwhile, actor Atul Ti-
wari shared his experience
translating William Shake-
speare's “The Tempest.” He
said, “In theatre, drama, and
poetry, there’s no such thing
as pure translation... Cultu-
ral adaptation is essential for
a successful adaptation or
translation.”

The panel also discussed
the influential Progressive
Writers’” Movement, which
originated in Lucknow. They
paid tribute to prominent wri-

tersassociated with the move-
ment, including Munshi
Premchand, Ismat Chughtai,
Kaifi Azmi, Amritlal Nagar,
and Yashpal.

Meanwhile, Yatindra
Mishra highlighted other sig-
nificant cultural institutions
that have shaped Lucknow's
identity.

Times News NETWORK

____________

Lucknow: To mark World
Sparrow Day (March 20), a fi-
ve-day celebration -- Sparrow
Week -- commenced in Luck-
now on Saturday. Observed
annually, World Sparrow Day
aimstoraiseawarenessabout
the conservation of spar-
rows.

The event was organised
by the Environmental Infor-
mation Awareness Capacity
Building and Livelihood Pro-
gramme-PCRP, along with
the Institute of Wildlife Sci-
ences ONGC-Centre of Ad-
vanced Studies at Lucknow

Lucknow University,

University, in collaboration
with the UP State Biodiversi-
ty Boardand the Nawab Wajid
Ali Shah Zoological Garden.
A sparrow walk was initi-
ated from Shivaji Park at

culmi-

O Opna om A e

nating at Universal Booksel-

(Above) Participants from
different countries taking part
in the cultural programme
and (left) Yatindra Mishra,
Mehru Jaffer and Salim Arif
speakingat the ‘Lucknow Ek
Naya Daur: Exploring cultural
history’ atthe LU Lit Fest on

know’s history since the early
1900s, passing on the baton to
the panelists.

Indian poet and cinema
scholar Yatindra Mishra said
that Lucknow is one of the fast-
est-growing cities in the coun-
try, “It is emerging as a medical
hub with IT, cuisine and busi-
ness attractions and has

,::_ : | : = b '
snarmh Walk

o e
b

|:‘fi"thllilants at the sparrow walk on Saturday T

lers in Hazratganj, where ma-
yor Sushma Kharakwal dis-
tributed sparrow houses, fe-
ed, water pots, and sparrow
roost plants among the pub-
lic.

The second day will featu-
re a stall at Janeshwar Mish-
raPark from7amto9am, offe-
ring sparrow houses, feed and
water pots.

Saturday.

adapted to the culture of con-
sumerism,” he said.
Nadeem Hasnain talked

HT PHOTO

about the diversity in Lucknow
that has persisted over the ages,
where people from across the
country and world feel comfort-
able settling in this city.
Photographer Maroof Cul-
men, however, said that the
consumer culture is more for
the worse than the better. “We

are seeing a vulgar exhibition of
wealth,” he said, “Certain eti-
quettes of Lucknow are long

gone now, with the coming of
the consumer culture.”

Culmen quoted a war corre-
spondent William Howard Rus-
sel from the London Times to
much applause from the young
crowd. Quoting Russel from
1855, he said, “Not Rome, not
Athens, nor Constantinople
look as striking as the city Luc-
know. The more I see the more
it grows on me.”

versity Literature Festival on
Saturday featured a panel dis-
cussion on film and theatre, in
which the city’s historical rela-
tionship with performing arts
was examined at length.

The panelists were theatre
artiste Surya Mohan Kul-
shreshtha, film actor Atul

the first published play in
India, ‘Anand Raghunandan’,
in 1871. “Wajid Ali Shah had
patronised and staged several
plays here before that time," he
said.

Kulshreshtha exemplified all
the great names in the city who
were responsible for setting u

Tiwari, Prof. RP Singh of LU’s
English and modern European
languages department and cos-
tume designer Salim Arif. The

Bhartendu Natya Akademi
which is now a place for hun-
dreds of young theatre aspi-
rants to train for the stage.



