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HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com f =

LUCKNOW : From two Uttara-
khand chief ministers to an
Uttar Pradesh deputy chief min-
ister, scores of leaders who have
made it big in active politics
emerged from student politics
as they graduated from century-
old University of Lucknow (LU)

-;':',' % < 1

Bajrangi Singh

Bajju Brajesh Pathak

Pushkar Singh
Dhami

that served as a nursery of stu-
dent politics.

Even two Mafiosi-turned-pol-
iticians also graduated from
LU’s student politics. But for
nearly 20 years, there have been
no student union polls as the
matter is in court,

“Student union elections
should be held on campuses but
due to litigation, there have
been no elections for nearly two
decades now,” said deputy chief
minister Brajesh Pathak, a
former LUSU president.

Pathak first served as law
minister in Yogi 1.0 and he later
became one of two deputy chief
ministers of Uttar Pradesh in
Yogi 2.0. Pathak joined the BJP
in 2017 after quitting the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP). Follow-
ing the 2017 polls in which the
BJP came to power in U.P, he
became an MLA from Lucknow
central seat.

Known asa prominent Brah-
min leader, Pathak is the party’s
star campaigner in the ongoing
general election. Pushkar Singh
Dhami, the youngest chief min-
ister of Uttarakhand, pursued
his BA (1993-96), a diploma in
public administration (1996-97),
masters in human
resource management
(1997-1999) and LLB
(2002) from Lucknow
University.

He took part in a
number of political
conventions of Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) in the
university and was also
the president of LU’s
ABVP unit. His prede-

Samajwadi Party Lok Sabha
candidate from Lucknow Ravi-
das Mehrotra was an active stu-
dent leader of LU. He was
elected LUSU general secretary
in 1978. Atul Kumar Anjaan,
national secretary, Communist
Party of India and general secre-

tary, All India

Kisan Sabha, also

graduated from

LU student poli-
] tics.

Anjaan won the
post of president
of Lucknow Uni-
versity Students’

Elections Vron in1978. A
2024

gifted orator in
half-a-dozen lan-
guages, Anjaan

cessor Harish Rawat

was one of the

was also a product of
LU's student politics. He did his
BA and LLB from the university
in 1970s.

main leaders of
the police-PAC revolt of U.P. He
even spent four years and nine
months in jail during his politi-

cal journey.

Rakesh Singh Rana was
LUSU general secretary in 1988
and was elected LUSU president
in 1992-93. He is a former SP
MLA. Another former (in 1998)
LUSU president Santosh Singh
isa BJP MLC.

Likewise, former LUSU vice
president Arvind Kumar Singh
was its elected president in
1995-96. Heisan SPMLC and a
former Rajya Sabha MP.

Arvind Kumar Singh ‘Gope’,
who was elected LUSU presi-
dent in1993-94, was a minister
in SP rule. Similarly, Gopal Rai,
aminister in Delhi government,
also graduated from LU student
politics in mid 1990s.

Moreover, mafia don Dhan-
anjay Singh is a former student
leader who was elected MLA
twice from Rari constituency,
now known as Malhani in Jaun-
pur, as an independent. He also

Pawan Pandey

won the 2009 Lok Sabha polls
from Jaunpur on a BSP ticket.

SP MLA from Goshainganj,
Abhay Singh, is a former LU
student leader. Once friends,
now Dhananjay and Abhay are
arch rivals. They were into stu-
dent politics 1994 onwards but
never contested student union
polls. State transport minister
Daya Shankar Singh has been
an LUSU general secretary and
president in the past.

Shailesh Singh Shailu, former
LUSU president (in 2002-03),
had contested assembly election
on a BSP ticket from Lucknow.
He recently contested by-elec-
tion from Gainsari seat on a BJP
ticket. Ashish Singh Ashu, a
former student leader, was
twice elected MLA from Bil-
gram-Mallanwan seat in Har-
doi.

Former SP MLC Anand Bhad-
auria also graduated from LU

Rajpal Kashyap

LU students who graduated to active politics

RSRana

student politics. Pawan Pandey
(Tej Narain Pandey) was elected
LUSU vice president in 2004
and was a minister of state dur-
ing the SP rule in 2012,

Bajrangi Singh Bajju was
elected LUSU president when
the poll was last held in
2005-06. He is now a secretary
of Bharatiya Janata Party’s Gor-
akhpur Kshetra. Former LUSU
general secretary Ram Singh
Rana (2004) and former LUSU
president Rajpal Kashyap
(2004) were given minister rank
as they were appointed chair-
man of commissions.

Pooja Shukla, former LU stu-
dent leader, had contested the
2022 assembly election as an SP
candidate from the Lucknow
(north) seat. And last but not
the least, state minority welfare
minister Danish Ansari was into
LU student politics and worked
as an ABVP worker there.

passes away, tributes pour in

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Former professor
and head of the department
of English and Modern Euro-
pean Languages (MIL) at
Lucknow University, Prof
SZH Abidi, passed away after
prolonged illness, in Raipur,
on Monday night.

He was 75 and is survived
by his wife Nishat Akhtar
Abidi, and three daughters -
Ruby, Shuby, and Shammi.

A noted scholar, Prof Abi-
di founded the Society for the
Promotion of Indian English
Literature (SPIEL). During
his 40 years of service at LU,
he supervised 39 PhDs.

He joined the university
on Aug 12, 1971, and retired in
2012 as professor and head of
the department of English
and MEL. He also authored fi-
ve books on Indian English li-
terature. His recent book was
a collection of poetry, ‘Myth,
Memory and Serenade’. Rich
tributes poured in from the
academic fraternity on his
demise. “A well-read man,
Prof Abidi established class-
room teaching as the basis of
strength in producing poten-
tialscholars.Iamfortunateto
have seen academic stalwarts

Prof SZH Abldl founded the
Society for the Promotion of
Indian English Literature

like him as encouraging and
inspiring icon to students
who come in search of self
and worthy spaces in society:
He established serious rese-
arch culture among postgra-
duate and PhD students,” sa-
id Prof RP Singh from the de-
partment of English and
MEL, LU.

Kaptan Singh Nanda, as-
sistant professor at the Indi-
an Military Academy, Dehra-
dun, took to social media to
express his condolences. “I fe-
el extremely saddened on the
demise of litterateur Prof
SZH Abidi sir. His impact
went far beyond teaching; he
imparted invaluable wisdom,
especially in the art of tea-
ching literature. Your absen-
ce will be deeply felt. Your le-

gacy will forever be cheris-
hed, sir,” Nanda wrote on his
Facebook page. Another stu-
dent of Prof Abidi, Alka
Singh, who is now a faculty at
Ram Manohar Lohiya Natio-
nal Law University, said,
“Prof Abidi would keep reso-
nating minds of literary
scholars. Sir, thousands wo-
uld keep innovating and rea-
ding whenever they would lo-
ok up to your classic classes.
You established classroom te-
aching as foundational prin-
ciple of shaping ideas in the
realm of understanding be-
auty of literature. You will ke-
ep speaking through your le-
gacy.”

His research scholar Ram
Bhawana Yadava wrote on
Facebook, “A professor who
can never retire. His passion
for literature was contagious,
inspiring generations of
scholars to delve deeper into
the realms of languages, cul-
ture, and storytelling. Be-
yond his academic achieve-
ments, Prof Abidi will be re-
membered for his generosity,
and unwavering commit-
ment to fostering intellectual
curiosity. His loss leaves a vo-
id in the academic communi-
ty that will be deeply felt.”



