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Habibullo Mirzazada at LU
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TAJIKISTAN
CHARGE D'

¥ university.

AFFAIRES VISITS LU

LUCKNOW: Habibullo Mirza-
zada, charge d' affaires of the
Embassy of Tajikistan in India,
= visited the Lucknow University

§ '~ campuson Saturday. He toured
the campus and also met Tajik-
istan students studying at the

The International Cell of Luc-
know University had organised
the visit and the meeting.
Habibullo Mirzazada addressed
the students of Tajikistan and
wished them a bright future.

Lucknow University has a
large number of students from
Tajikistan. Mirzazada also met
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LU vice chancellor prof Alok
Kumar Rai and discussed the
possibilities of academic collab-

oration.
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Wake-up call: Climate change,
heatwaves and encroachment

Prof Dhruv Sen Singh

limate change

and global war-

ming are among

the greatest thre-

ats to planet
earth. The rapidly changing
sea and land surface tempe-
ratures have resulted in ex-
treme weather conditions
and climate
change which
have created
unease
among the pe-
ople.

Tempera-
tures m central parts of den-
se cities like Lucknow can be
several degrees higher than
surrounding areas. Higher
temperatures in urban areas
occur due to absorption, ra-
diation and heat generation
from concrete and stone built
up areas. All the factors
whichcauseadipintempera-
ture (forest, water bodies,
land area, grassland, and mo-
isture) are decreasing and
concrete and constructions
whichlead torise in tempera-
ture due to retention and ra-
diation are increasing in the
urban areas.

Extreme hot days (heat-
wave) in the northern plains
of India, including Uttar Pra-
desh, have made people’s li-
ves uncomfortable. Heatwa-
ve is generated when the
maximum temperature rea-
ches at least 40 degrees Celsi-
us or more for more than two
days.

Heatwave may lead to wa-
ter shortage and increased
stress on plants which forms
the basis of energy produc-
tion and food chain. It increa-
ses energy cost, air pollution
and may cause illness and
mortality The intensity of
the heatwave is increasing
every year.

There are two types of

temperatures - one that is re-
alasmeasured by thermome-
ter and the other is effective
which istheonewefeel. A few
decadesago,40degrees Celsi-
us was not very unbearable
and unpleasant as it is today.
This was because there were
water bodies, dense vegeta

COMBATING SIIMMER HEAT
gnwﬁni tban 9,5"?,.:?.;‘.1.‘1“"’ %
nu with
areas occur due to ,- proper water bodies,
absorption, vegetation, soil
radiation & cover and low
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tion, sufficient soil cover, low
concrete area, normal lifes-
tyle, and lower UV radiation.

Solar radiation was ab-
sorbed by soil cover, and used
by vegetation for photosyn-
thesisand transpiration, and
water bodies for evapora-
tion. The increase in concre-
te area reflects heat and furt-
her adds to effective tempera-
ture.

The present lifestyle is al-
so an important factor. Our

BY INVITATION

rooms, offices, and cars have
air-conditioners with maxi-
mum temperature being aro-
und 25 degrees Celsius while
the temperature outside is 40
degrees Celsius. Therefore,
the variation is high and
when we move out, the diffe-
rence of 15 degrees Celsiusis
tough to adapt. Earlier, ro-
oms and offices had the nor-
mal temperature of about 37
degrees Celsius (body tempe-
rature). When we moved out-
side, the variation was low,
which we didn’t feel much.
Also, the hot air that ACs
emitaddsto heat.

This year, the westerlies
and decrease in moisture are
common which are respon-
sible for heat. It has also been
found that UV (ultra-violet)
radiation is higher than nor-
mal which is adding to the
summer heat. The change in

land surface temperature re-
duces moisture. The El-Nino
(the warm current origina-
ting at Peru coast in South
America) was active which,
on the one side increases the
intensity of heatwave and
weakens and delays monso-
oninplains.

Certain steps are requi-
red togetrelief from thescor-
ching heat. Cities should be
well planned with proper wa-
terbodies, vegetation, soil co-
ver and low concrete area.
The use of plaster and tiles
on both sides of the road sho-
uld be checked and afforesta-
tion should be encouraged.
Better planned cities combat
the impact of climate change
and govt authorities should
encourage it.

Nature provides us free
air, water and soil, without
which we cannot survive.
Therefore, it is our duty and
moral responsibility to work
for conservation and sustai-
nable development so that we
can hand over a clean and
green earth to future genera-
tions.

(The author is head, de-
partment of geology, Univer-
sity of Lucknow. He was a
member of thefirst Indian ex-
pedition to the Arctic (North
Pole region) and recipient of
National Geoscience Award
by Gol, and Vigyan Ratna,
Shikshak Shree and Saras-

wati Samman by Gouvt of UP)

Former VC who had
roots in Pak & heart
in LU, passes away

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Hisroots were in
Pakistan but his heart was
all for the Lucknow Univer-
sity. It was his simplicity
that won everyone’s heart,
be it a student or a gardener
on the campus.

Former LU vice-chancel-
lor and a professor of wes-
tern history, Prof KK Kaul
(86), passed away in Pune

classes and perform his ad-
ministrative duties.

Former LU VC Prof Roop
Rekha Verma, who took
charge after Prof Kaul, said:
“He was a very happy-go-
Iucky man and a true gentle-
man. He used to come to LU
onabicycle.”

Prof Kaul’s student and
aprofessor in western histo-

following a brain
stroke on Saturday.

To pay respect to
Prof Kaul, a condo-
lence meeting was
held at LU which was
attended by teachers, ==
officials and non-teaching
staff. He is survived by his
wife Dr Gayatri Kaul and
daughter Dr Eki Kaul.

Born on Jan 29, 1938, in
Lahore (Pakistan), Prof
Kaul received his higher
education from LU. After
completing PhD, he started
his academic career as a re-
search assistant in Oct 1971.
After serving as a lecturer,
he became a reader in Nov
1988 and then a professor. He
served as the vice-chancel-
lor in 1998.

Even after taking over as
the VC, he would come to the
campus on a bicycle to take

ry department, Prof
Archana Tewari, said,
“Prof Kaul will alwa-
ys be remembered for
his wonderful nature.

He was very fond of
cricket and used to
encourage us to play.

© He was popular
amongstudentsnotonlyasa
fantastic teacher but also as
a man with a good dressing
sense.”

“Prof Kaul was not just
loved by students and his
colleagues but also by non-
teaching employees of the
university. He was an avid
reader, researcher and a de-
dicated teacher,” said LU
spokesperson Durgesh Sri-
vastava.

During the condolence
meeting, non-teaching emp-
loyees Rakesh Yadav and
Rinku Rai, who worked in
LU during Prof Kaul’s tenu-
re, paid tribute to him.




