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LU cherishes its rare copy of Constitution

Anjanya Singh | Tnn

Lucknow: The Indian Cons-
titution was in the news re-
cently when a photolithog-
raphic copy of its first edi-
tion was sold for Rs 48 lakh at
a recent auction in New Del-
hi. One such copy has been at
Lucknow University’s Tago-
relibrary since Nov 6, 1956.
Beautifully placed in a
glass box, LU’s Constitution
of India copy is not just a bo-
ok but evidence of the glorio-
us history of India. One can
see signatures of eminent
lawmakers like the architect
of the Indian Constitution
BR Ambedkar (chairman of
the drafting committee), Su-
rendra Nath Mukherjee (chi-
ef draftsman of the constitu-
ent assembly), and BN Rau
(constitutional advisor to the
constituent assembly) on it,

The copy of the Indian Constitution
has been at Lucknow University's
Tagore library since Nov 6, 1956

said former honorary libra-
rian Aroop Chakravarti, who
taughtat LU for over threede-
cades.

“We have proudly flaun-
ted this copy during visits of
eminent persons from fore-
ign countries, academicians,
in front of NAAC teams and
on several other occasions,”
hesaid.

Describing it as a precio-

us one, Chakravarti said,
“Tagore library, the reposito-
ry of knowledge of the Uni-
versity of Lucknow, has a re-
plica of the crowning glory
of India.”

“The University of Luck-
now is honoured to have one
of theeightoriginal copiesof
the Constitution of India gif-
ted to various universities by
the Indian Parliament in
1956. This invaluable docu-
mentisacornerstone of Indi-
a’s legal and democratic
framework andservesasabe-
acon of the nation’s rich his-
torical and cultural herita-
ge,” said the present honora-
ry librarian, Keya Pandey.

She said the Constitution
is intricately illustrated by
the renowned artist Nanda-
lal Bose and his team from
Shantiniketan, Vishwabhar-
ti, with each page represen-

ting a fusion of art and law.
This copy also bears the sig-
natures of 284 members of
the Constituent Assembly,
from a total of 299, who col-
lectively shaped the future of
Indiabyenshriningits demo-
cratic principles and values.

“Having this replica of
the original copy in our uni-
versity library not only en-
hances the institution’s pre-
stige but also provides an un-
paralleled resource for stu-
dents, faculty, and
researchers. The presence of
thisdocumentshows the Uni-
versity of Lucknow’s com-
mitment to preserving and
promoting the nation’s cons-
titutional heritage,” said
Pandey.

She said it serves as a re-
minder of the dedication and
vision of the leaders who
crafted the Constitution and

as an inspiration for all who
strive to understand and
contribute to India’s demo-
cratic journey. “We invite
scholars, students and visi-
tors to explore this signifi-
cant artefact in our universi-
ty,” she said.

“The original copy of the
Constitution of India was gil-
ded with pure gold, but its re-
plica present at the Tagore li-
brary was not decorated with
gold. However, the paper used
was of good quality and glos-
sy in nature. The rare and
historical copies of the Cons-
titution were sent to eight
premier universities such as
Banaras Hindu University,
Allahabad University and
Lucknow University,” said
LU spokesperson Durgesh
Srivastava, who is also a pro-
fessor of ancient Indian his-
tory and archaeology.
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