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of experts as ‘prof of practice’

Step In Line
With New

Edu Policy

Times News NETWORK T

{ LA

Lucknow: The Lucknow
University has created a post
of ‘professor of practice’ on
the recommendation of the
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) under the Natio-
nal Education Policy-2020

TS A
-‘.iu-—-ii}-.q‘lu,;&:a‘{: r,‘k

B ——

e —

» Develop, design courses and
curricula

FOCUS ON SKILL-BASED EDUCATION Selection Procedure
Duties & Res ibilities of Prof of . » University may invite
€s ponsi Practice nominations for Professor
_ » Encourage student innovation  of Practice positions based
and entrepreneurship projects, on the requirements of
provide mentorship departments. Experts

mg ann 002 collaborations

» Enhance industry-academia

may self-nominate or be
nominated, submitting a
detailed biodata

WL EDET T

programmes jointly with reg
faculty members

» Hold workshops, seminars,
special lectures, and training

» Initial engagement
may be for up to one year.

ular
Extensions will be based on

» Engage in joint research

in collaboration with regular

(NEP-2020) framework.
Theprofessorsof practice

will be professionals, mainly

experts in their respective fi-

» Introduce new courses and
deliver lectures as per the
university's policy

faculty members

projects or consultancy services

assessment by university.
Max duration of service
in the university is three
years, extendable by one
year in exceptional cases,

competent authority

» Any other duty as assigned by

with total service limit of
four years

elds, who will teach like LU’s
regular faculty members and
contribute to overall acade-
mic activities like curricu-
lum development. They will
be appointed for a fixed pe-
riod to take regular classes.
This post will be supernume-
rary, in addition to regular
posts, but not more than 10%
of the total teaching posts.
The professor of practice

must

has been recently approved tion,”
by the academic council and
shortly it will be tabled in the
executive council meeting for
final assent.

“UGC has introduced this
new teaching position in line
with NEP-2020 which aims to
revolutionize higher educa-
tion by emphasizing skill-ba-
sed education to align with
industry needs. It advocates
integrating vocational edu-

cation with general educa-
tion and enhancing industry-
academia collaboration wit-
hin Higher Education Insti-
tutions (HEIs). To achieve op-
timal youth skilling, learners

and employers must think
like learners. Hence, we are
appointing professor of prac-
tice on UGC’s recommenda-

lor Prof Alok Kumar Rai.

He said the idea behind
the move was to bring indust-
ry and professional expertise
into academia, integrate re-
al-world practices into class-
rooms, and enhance faculty
resources.

“Eligibility for this post
of professional excellence is
a must. Only distinguished
experts with remarkable

think like employers,

said LU vice-chancel- Prof Raisaid.

cified duties

contributions in theirrespec-
tive fields, including but not
limited to engineering, scien-
ce, technology, entreprene-
urship, commerce, social sci-
ences, media, literature, fine
arts,civilservices,armed for-
ces, legal profession, commu-
nity development, rural deve-
lopment, and public admini-
stration, will be considered,”

“There is no academic qu-
alification bar for professio-
nals worth contributing as
deemed fit by the competent
authority. They will be ex-
empted from publication and
other eligibility criteria re-
quired for regular faculty re-
cruitment at the professor le-
vel. However, candidates sho-
uld possess skills to fulfil spe-
and

responsibilities,” said dean
(academics) Prof Geetanjali
Mishra.

“The engagement will be
for a fixed term. This role is
exclusive of sanctioned posts
of the university and will not
affect regular faculty recruit-
ment. This position is not
opentothosecurrentlyintea-
ching professions, whether
servingorretired,” she said.

Former dean (academic)
Rakesh Chandra said, “Earli-
er there was a clause under
which experienced work pro-
fessionals taught at several
universities, but a professor
of practice is like a regular
professor position. In the
past, there were mostly peo-
ple from arts or fine arts, but
this will get us teachers stra-
ight from the industry.”
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Endorsed by Unesco, LU teacher’s open
online courses big hit among students

Anjanya Singh | Tnn

Lucknow: Developed by a te-
acher of Lucknow Universi-
ty’s education department,
Massive Open Online Cour-
ses (MOOCs) has received re-
cognition from UNESCO
(United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization). The programme is
currently running on the

UNESCO platform.

Associate professor Kiran
Lata Dangwal and her rese-
arch scholar Shipra Srivasta-
vacameacrossa UNESCO in-

ternational online mento-
ring programme
Open Education for a Better
World (OE4BW).

The programme invited
applications from academici-
ans to develop ‘Open Educa-
tional Resources’ that benefit
students at large and uphold
high academic standards.
She sent a proposal for MO-
OCs courses to UNESCO,
which was selected.

Giving credit to vice-
chancellor Prof Alok Kumar
Rai for providing motivation,
she said the team had initial-

named

’

ry’.

ly come up with two courses,
namely ‘Educational Journa-
lism in the Digital Era’ and
‘Alternative
Strategies in the 21st Centu-

Assessment

Both courses became hu-
gely popular within two
months of launch, attracting
over 1,000 online learners.
Thethird courseissecondary
school biology.

The open courses are free
of charge and accessible to
anyone, anywhere
world. Those interested in
pursuing them can visit the

in the

website of OE4BW,

“I hope our MOOC will
contribute to the broader
mission of providing inclusi-
ve and equitable quality edu-
cation. By making high-qua-
lity educational resources av-
ailable to a global audience,
we can help individuals from
diverse backgrounds enhan-
cetheirskillsand knowledge,
thereby improving their
employability and contribu-
ting to their overall growth.
This can drive societal deve-
lopment and progress,” said
Dangwal.
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