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LU winners dedicate medals to parents

Best Sportspersons ToGet  [Unjv all set for the convocation

Mohita.Tewari
@timesofindia.com

Gold For Martial Arts Feats

Lucknow: First in the family
to receive a gold medal at uni-
versity level, Ragini Gautam
is daughter of private taxidri-
ver, Suresh Gautam, who ison
cloud nine and tells every pas-
senger about her feat. Ragini
will be awarded a gold medal
during Lucknow University’s
convocation ceremony to be
held on Monday.

An MPEd student, Ragini,
playsmartial art Vovinamand
has won the Pirie Memorial
Gold Medal, awarded by the
university to its best sports-
person.

“I dedicate this medal to
my father, Suresh Kumar, mot-
her, Sunita Devi and my coach
Pramod Tiwari, who worked
hard to help me achieve my
education and martial arts
dreams. I have represented In-
dia in several national and in-
ternational tournaments in
martial arts. Recently, I finis-
hed fifth in the international
martial arts championship
held in Vietham,” said Ragini.
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Ragini Gautam, Vinay Vishwakarma

She said, “I want to win a
medal for my country and at
present, I am preparing for the
Asian championship. I come
from a humble background
and we are four brothers and
sisters, but my parents always
supported meand told me tofo-
cus on my studies and sports
without worryingabout finan-
cial support. Asaresult, I have
won the prestigious gold med-

Times NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: Lucknow Univer-
sity meritorious students and
teachers on Saturday conduc-
ted rehearsal for the convoca-
tion ceremony to be held on
Monday. Teachers performed
the role of chancellor, educa-
tion minister, and other offici-
als on the occasion. The rehe-
arsals began with shobha yat-
ra of LU professors, followed
by a medal distribution, and
concluded with theannounce-
ment of a group photograph
for the professors.

Director of LU’s Sanskriti-
Ki board, Prof Anchal Srivas-
tava, acted as the chancellor
and governor Anandiben whi-
le social work department’s
teacher, Prof DK Singh, play-
ed the role of higher educa-
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LU V-C Prof Alok Kumar Rai
during the rehearsal

tion minister Yogendra Upad-
hyaya. Prof Kamal Kumar
from the public administra-
tion department represented
the chief guest, Padma Bhus-
han Dr Vijay Pandurang Bhat-
kar, the architect of India’s
national initiative in super-
computing, where he led the
development of Param super-
computers.

al.” dent sportsman with the best
Another prestigeous academicrecord intheuniver-

award, the Raja Shanker Sa-  sity.

hai of Maurawan Gold Medal, “I hail from Varanasi and

will be given to BPed student have represented India in two

Vinay Vishwakarma, whohas international and several na-

wonseveral gold medalsatsta- tional and  district-level

te level in martial arts. The
medal is awarded to the stu-

events. I specialise in an Indo-
nesian martial art known as

Prof Sangeeta Sahu from
the zoology department took
ontheroleof ministerof state
for higher education, Rajni
Tiwari, and Prof Arvind Mo-
han from the economics de-
partment portrayed Honoris
Causa recipient space scien-
tist Nilesh M Desai, whoisser-
vingasthedirector of the Spa-
ce Applications Centre.

“The rehearsal covered all
aspects of the ceremony, in-
cluding the professors’ pro-
cession, the entry and seating
of guests, and the procedures
of honouring students. We
wanted the special day of our
students to be perfect and wit-
hout any confusion, hence to-
day’s rehearsal was like the

actual convocation ceremony -

day,” said LU spokesperson
Durgesh Srivastava.

Pencak Silat. My father, Vinod
Vishwakarma, is a contractor;
and my mother, Savita, is a ho-
memaker. My parents are my
pillars of support,” said Vinay.

Hesaid, “Myaimistowina
medal for India in the interna-

tional championship,and lam*

preparing for the same.”
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LU honours faculty, scholars for academic excellence

TOOFANI ROCKERS
ENERGISE FACULTY
WITH CREATIVE

WORKSH

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : The faculty members
and research scholars who made
outstanding contributions to
academics during the 2022-23
session were felicitated with var-
ious awards under the Building
Opportunity for Original and
Sustainable Thinking (BOOST)
scheme, on Saturday.

The scheme was launched
four years ago to promote
research work in the university.
Vice chancellor prof Alok Kumar
Rai, pro-vice chancellor Prof
Manuka Khanna along with
dean research prof MM Verma,
dean academics prof Geetanjali
Mishra and director IQAC prof
Sangeeta Sahu were present on
the occasion.

Rai highlighted the need for
faculty members and students to
identify gaps in current research
practices and pursue corrective
actions. “There is a need to uplift
the research particularly in
social sciences. The award cere-
mony helps in promoting a posi-
tive competition in the univer-
sity,” said Rai.

He also said the event is
meant to celebrate collective
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A total of 43 faculty members and 38

scholars were awarded the

Uddeepan Award to celebrate their research excellence. SOURCED

achievements of the university
and reinforce its commitment to
provide excellence in both prod-
uct and process, with a clear
focus on sustainability.

The awards given to the fac-
ulty members who have been
honoured on state, national or
international levels for their lit-
erary and academic excellence
were awarded to prof Pawan
Agrawal and prof Shruti from
department of Hindi and Mod-
ern Indian Languages and
Akanksha Sharma from Zoology
department.

Eleven faculty members were
felicitated with Protsahan award
and seed money for their
research. Two of them were
awarded in Category I in which

university will provide 60% of
the overhead amount sanctioned
under the current project to
principal investigators for creat-
ing necessary infrastructure or
procuring items for a pilot study
while others were feted in Cate-
gory II for conceptualising new
projects to be applied for fund-
ing from government or non-
government agencies. In this,
faculty members needing minor
funds for preliminary experi-
ments or surveys could get up to
320,000.

A total of 43 faculty members
and 38 research scholars were
awarded the Uddeepan Award to
celebrate their research excel-
lence. Prof Roli Misra, who was
among those felicitated during
the ceremony said that the
award ceremony provides moti-
vation to work harder on the
research work.

Prof Shruti, who was feted
with Acclaim award said that
getting the ceremony helps in
promoting faculty and research
scholars to give their best in
every possible way.

LU declares holiday on
Sept17

As per a notice issued by the uni-
versity, it will remain closed on
September 17, a day after the
convocation ceremonyv.
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The group was formed as part
of the convocation week
celebrations SOURCED
LUCKNOW : When taking a break
from their routines, some stu-
dents from Lucknow Univer-
sity’s science faculty gathered to
plan flash mobs and discuss var-
ious aspects of art and culture,
with their meetings often resem-
bling a party.

From the music that students
and their mentor, Prof Navina
Wadhwani, jam to, to food and
lively discussions about the per-
forming arts, these gatherings
have it all. Bringing the group
together, Wadhwani has named
them the ‘Toofani Rockers'.

The group was formed as part
of the convocation week celebra-
tions, and they will now be a cul-
tural unit of the science faculty.
The group is now set to organize
a lippan art workshop, extem-
pore and jam session on Sunday.

“The group has been formed
to break the monotony and give
students from science to per-
form and bring their talents out,”
said Wadhwani. The latecom-
ers, once barred from classes,
are now leading the group. “This
is a chance for us to discover
ourselves and show others our
true potential,” said Harsh Tripa-
thi. a student of BSc 2nd vear.



