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Supermoon to light up sky today;
witness the celestial marvel at LU
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mmmwmm Lucknow: In what will be a
treat for sky lovers, the moon

for sky 1 h

ﬁﬁiﬂ imm# m g TR will appear brightest and big-

#2797 30 R o M5l gestonThursday.

IO 'E‘F:m Referred to as ‘full super-
m It : EfFT g "IIE moon’, or a super hunter mo-
Huda 3R gllafl DRITSH SMTT|  on, the celestial delight set to

bR light up the sky will be the clo-

31'[?’1‘[35 g IR '-3[ sest full Supermoon of 2024.

TRAT BICAR 1 25 BoIR SW Those who want to view
@Wa@mﬂam| this phenomenon can visit
; the department of Jyotir Vi-
Wﬁ Wﬁ iﬂﬁfﬂlﬁmﬂ‘ﬂﬂ gyan, Lucknow University
lird where Indira Gandhi Plane-

e % aaf
mmﬁﬁ | tarium will be organising the

night sky observation pro-
gramme for the public.

The planetarium, with
the help of the UP Amateur
Astronomers Club, will in-
stall four telescopes for the
observation of the supermo-
onand planets.

A full moon that occurs
whenthemoon isatitsclosest
point to earth is called a su-
permoon.

The full moon in Oct is
known as the Hunter’s Moon
because it takes place around
the start of hunting season
and traditionally offers a key
opportunity to spot prey lur-
king in recently harvested fi-
elds.

“The term ‘supermoon’
was first used in astronomy
by renowned astronomer Sir
Richard Nolle in 1979. Accor-

BIGGER &
BRIGHTER

Full moon on Sharad Purnima on the eve of sighting of supermoon

» Aug 19 | 3,61,969km
(224,917 miles)
» Sep 18| 3,57,485km
(222,131 miles)

FOUR FULL SUPERMOONS OF 2024

» Oct 17 | 351,519km
(222,055 miles)

» Nov 15| 361,866km
(224,853 miles)

ding to Nolle’s definition, a
supermoon canoccuronboth
full moon and new moon da-
ys,” said senior scientific offi-
cer Sumit Srivastava of the
Indira Gandhi Planetarium.

He said that a full moon or
new moon becomes a super-
moon when it occurs within
90% of its closest point to
Earth, known as perigee.

In the supermoon phase,
the moon appears about 14%
larger and 30% brighter than
itsnormal size.

On Thursday at 11.55 pm,
the moon will be at its closest
point to Earth, approximate-
ly 351,519 kilometres away. In
its apogee phase (farthest po-

int from earth), this distance
will increase to 406,161 kilo-
metres on Oct 30, 2024.

“Thesupermoonhasasig-
nificant impact. In this pha-
se, the moon appears larger
than usual, and its diameter
is approximately 3,475 kilo-
metres. At perigee, the moon
can be as close as approxima-
tely 351,000 Kilometres
(220,000 miles) to earth, while
at apogee, it can be as far as
approximately 410,000 Kkilo-
metres (254,000 miles) away,"
hesaid.

He said to participate in
the programme, people can
contact professor Dr BP Pan-
dey.

LU to appoint ‘ambassadors’
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to strengthen alumni network
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Lucknow: The Lucknow
University is appointing two
student ambassadors in each
department to strengthen its
alumni network. These am-
bassadors will be responsible
for identifying, connecting
with and engaging former
students of the university.
The selection of the students
will be based on their acade-
mic and co-curricular achie-
vements, as well as their com-
munication and networking
skills, and will be made by the
respective department heads.

“We want to establish a go-
od former student network,
which is possible only if we
connect well with students of
all our batches in different fi-
elds. Hence, we have created a
‘student ambassador’ post in

which two postgraduate stu-
dents will be ambassadors of
the university to invite senior
former students,” said LU
spokesperson Durgesh Sri-
vastava. The primary role of
the ambassadors will be to in-
vite alumni to participate in
special lectures, events and
cultural festivals, fostering a
strong bond between current
and former students. This ini-
tiativeaimstocreate opportu-
nities for alumni to share the-
ir knowledge and expertise
with the current students,
while also helping the stu-
dents learn about potential

job opportunities in their re-

spective fields.

“This post has been crea-
ted to ensure that students of
every graduating batch stay
connected with LU,” he ad-
ded.



