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LU to have
advanced Al
labs for engg

students

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: The Lucknow
University is set to establish
two advanced artificial intel-
ligence (Al) laboratories for
its engineering students.
The initial establishment
process was completed thro-
ugh tenders, and the faciliti-
es are expected to be opera-
tional in the forthcoming
months.

“This will be the first-
ever Al lab in our university.
It will be a specialised rese-
arch and development space
whereourstudents will work
together to create intelligent
systems. Our computer sci-
ence engineering students
who want to gain knowledge
infields such as data science,
machine learning and cogni-
tive computing will benefit
from it,” said LU vice chan-
cellor Prof Alok Kumar Rai.

The VCsaid these Al faci-
lities will assist in discove-
ring novel research paths in
Al, machine learning, deep
learning and big data analy-
tics.

»Research papers, P2
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Examiners can file
complaints via app

»Continued fromP1
hiscanbedivided in-
| to two batches of 40
students each. For
instance, if a school has
400 students, the examin-

er will need to stay in the
district for at least five

days.
According to UP board
secretary Bhagwati

Singh, the Board received
complaints about mal-
practices in practical ex-
aminations. The custom-
ised app is designed to ad-
dress these concerns. “As
an examiner uploads a
selfie, the picture will
have geo-positioning de-
tails of hislocation, along
with time and date. This
will ensure that the exam-
iner is physically present
at the centre,” he ex-
plained. The app will also
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As an examiner
uploads a selfie,
picture will have
geo-positioning
details of his
location, along
with time & date

allow examiners to lodge
complaints in case of un-
due pressure from private
school management. The
entire examination proc-
ess will be monitored
through CCTV camerasto
ensure transparency.
Class 12 practical ex-
ams will be held in two
phases between Jan 23
and Feb 8, 2025. With these
measures in place, the UP
Board aims to ensure a
fair and transparent ex-
amination process.
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The challenge of Al for hig

Alok Kumar Ral

he higher education landscape
in India is under constant flux.
The challenges on the home
front are multiplied by stiff
competition presented by competition
from overseas institutions of higher
learning. Meanwhile, higher education
institutions have a love-hate
relationship with AL The
apprehensions of Al replacing human
jobp; and raking con uce]pa::l:jlf uman
resources present it as a monstrosity;
but overt and covert use of Alisa
reality that cannot be denied.

The requirements, expectations and
aspirations of the stakeholders, i.e.,
students and society, are changing at
lightning speed. As the world becomes
technology driven, the ease of access to
information has facilitated informed
stakeholders who are goal oriented in
their choices of institutions, career and
courses. Therefore, HEIs wishing to
flourish in the future need to bring

about visible change in their academics

and administration to remain relevant.
The advancement from Education

4.0 to Education 5.0 will have to include

Al at every step, be it student learning,
academic integrity, research or
institutional administration. The role
of Al in student learning can be gauged
from the viral popularity of “cobots”
and “reacherbots”, assisted learning,
personalised learning, machine-based
learning, etc., which cater to
individualistic needs of the learner.
These Al tools have potential to assist
the student in honing their skills sans
spatio-temporal limitations.

GET FUTURE-READY
It thus becomes imperative for HEIs to
become future ready with optimal
employment of Al and its many
manifestations. The limitation of Al to
Eenern.te original ideas is where
umans score over it, Its core strength
lies in its accuracy and agility in data
mssing. This strength can be
ssed by faculty and researchersto
process complex and copious data to
aid in building and processing of
hypotheses.

Such institutional readiness requires
work on ensuring speed, accuracy and
transparency in the governance of HEL
Al tools can build a seamless

Al. Concerns over ethical use

administrative system across
counselling, admission, curriculum
development, examination, result
declaration and subsequent
relationship of student with the
institution.

The input provided to students has
to be in sync with output, i.e., the skill
expectancy of the job market. Al is “the
necessary evil” which needs to be
incorporated in the curricula.

HEL’s also need to factor in
infrastructural revamping and
adequate equipment availability in
their budgeting and syllabi to give
students a first-hand experience of
what they are to face when they step in

to the ‘real world”. The establishment
of Al labs, simulation labs, etc., are
imperative for contemporary quality
education disseminarion.

Concerns over ethical use of AT has
been a point of debate. The
strengthening of mental faculty of
students should not fall prey to tools
like Chat GPT and the like. Students
should be trained to be morally
responsible and not compromise their
competence by engaging in academic
dishonesty.

HEIs which aim to continue to
survive and become game-changers
need to become Al-friendly and master
it to their advantage before Al masters
them. HEISs, especially universities, can
take a leaf or two out of their history
books and turn these challenges into
their strengths.

An Al image on internet which
succinctly sums up the role of Al in
fostering and nurturing education,

reads thus, “T with Al is about
harnessing the future to inspire the
present”.

The writer is Vice Chancellor, University of Lucknow.
Views are personal



