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LU battles fund crisis as pie
of govt budget yet to come

Delay Hinders
Promotions &
Appointments

Mohita.Tewari@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: Lucknow Univer-
sity is unable to make fresh
appointments and promote
its existing teachers due to
the fund crisis in the wake of
delayed disbursement of the
sanctioned budget by the sta-
te govt.

LU has a total of Rs 220
crore salary expenditure for
itsteachingand non-teaching
employees, of which Rs 50
crore is allocated by the state
govt in its budget, while the
remaining is managed by the
university through examina-
tion fees, admissions, and
other resources.

Of Rs 50 crore sanctioned
by the state govt in the previo-
usfinancial year(2024-25), the
govthasonlyreleased around
Rs 30 croresofar.

Dueto thefinancial crisis,

Sanctioned budget I50cr
allocated for salaries in
previous financial year

Pending amount 20cr of
sanctioned budget remains :
unreleased :
IMPACT OF VACANT POSTS

Impact on academic

FUND CRISIS & ITS COST

Total salary expenditure  : activities Vacant teaching
X220cr for teaching & non- : posts may weaken the
teaching employees . university’s teaching and

research capabilities

Impact on rankings Delayed

promotions and vacant posts
. may affect the university's

rankings
Loss of projects and grants

. Vacant posts may result in
. missed opportunities for
- projects and grants

the university is unable to fill
around 25 vacant professor
posts, while around 70 tea-
chers are waiting for their
promotions.

“If vacant professor posts
are filled, it will not only
strengthen our teaching but
also make respective depart-
ments stand out in the state
and the country,” said Anitya
Gaurav, general secretary,
Lucknow University Tea-
chers’ Association.

He said that in one of the
best performing depart-
ments, social science, there

are8posts, of which five posts
areof associate professorand
professor only, and appoin-
tingthemisabigfinanciallia-
bility asthe salary of a profes-
sorisoverRs2.51akh.

“Also, pending promo-
tions for years have to be ma-
de along with the payment of
pending arrears, which is
another financial challenge,”
headded.

“We have been pursuing
the state govt to release the
grant but have got no success
so far;,” said LU spokesperson
Durgesh Srivastava.

LU’s 10-day
inter hostel
fest opens

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Lucknow Uni-
versity’s Inter-Hostel Fest
was inaugurated at Habibul-
lah Hostel on Wednesday.
The 10-day fest will include
cultural, literary, and sports
competitions, engaging

both boy and girl hostellers.
The inaugural session fe-
atured a grand march-past
by residents from all the 18
hostels. State transport mi-

Minister Dayashankar and LU vice
chancellor Prof AK Rai at the meet

nister Dayashankar Singh
was thechief guest while LU
vice chancellor Prof AK Rai
was the guest of honour: Kai-
lash and Mahmoodabad
Hostel residents showcased
an impressive human pyra-
mid. The fest also featured a
volleyball tournament at
Mahmoodabad Hall. Teams
from Mahmoodabad, Acha-
rya Narendra Dev, Homi
Bhabha, Lal Bahadur Shast-
ri, Kautilya, and Subhash
Hostels participated, with
Mahmoodabad and Kauti-
lya advancing to the finals.

LU prof gets UK fellowship for entomology work

Lucknow: Prof Geetanjali Mishra from esteemed organizations dedicated to the ad-
Lucknow University’s zoology department vancement of insectscience,” Srivastava ad-

has been awarded the prestigious fel-
lowship of the Royal Entomological g

Society (FRES), UK.

“She is the first faculty member |
from LU toreceive this distinguished [ga#
honour,” said LU spokesperson Dur- ¥

gesh Srivastava.

“The Royal Entomological Society (RES),
established in 1833. is one of the world's most

; ded.

He said that her research primarily
focuses on the evolutionary biology of
ladybird beetles (Coccinellidae), with a
significant emphasis on their applica-
tion in biological pest control. Expres-

sing her gratitude, Prof Geetanjali dedicated
thisachievement to her institution, mentors,

and research team.

LU appoints 49 SWAYAM mentors for digi learning initiatives

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Lucknow Universi-
ty on Wednesday appointed 49
teachers as SWAYAM (Study
Webs of Active Learning for
Young Aspiring Minds) men-
tors.

SWAYAM isafreeonlinele-
arning platform from the govt
of India. “We appointed 49 tea-
chers as SWAYAM mentors
and designated responsibiliti-
esto them. It includes identify-
ing suitable MOOCs available

on the SWAYAM platform that
align with the university's re-
gular courses in terms of cre-
dit equivalency,” said LU spo-

kesperson Durgesh Srivasta-

va. He said that these mentors
willensure timely registration
for examinations once the
SWAYAM portal opens and
motivate students to complete
internal assessments within
the stipulated time. They will
also have to inform the Cont-
roller of Examinations (COE)
through the SWAYAM coordi-

nator about the students enrol-
ling in MOOC:s at the start of
each semester.

“From addressing student

grievances related to SWAY-

AM courses to promoting awa-
reness of SWAYAM courses by
conducting orientation ses-
sions and publicity campaigns
at the beginning of each se-
mester will be the responsibili-
ty of thementors,” said Srivas-
tava.

He said that they will over-
see and facilitate all SWAYAM-

related activities within the
department. They will partici-
pate in workshops and trai-
ning programs to support the
university's digital learning
initiatives. Conducting SWAY-
AM-related awareness pro-
grammes in their respective
departments for the students
and faculties, and keeping re-
cords of all activities and ma-
intaining an updated list of av-
ailable MOOCs of their sub-
jects will also be their respon-
sibility.



