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LU former prof Abha Avasthi passes away

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Renowned acade-
mic and former head of Luck-
now University's (LU) sociolo-
gy department, Prof Abha Av-
asthi (85), passed away after a
prolonged illness on Thursday:
Prof Avasthi was on a ventila-
tor at KGMU for the last two
weeks. She is survived by her
brother and his family.
Academics, students, rese-
archers and teachers from
across the country paid tribu-
tes to the professor who served
as an Emeritus Professor
(UGC) and a council member

Prof Abha Avasthi

of the Indian Council of Social
Science Research. She was al-
so a member of the subject pa-
nel (sociology) of UGC for two
terms and a member of the ex-
ecutive council of CSJM Kan-
pur University. She authored
several books and supervised
PhDs. Former deputy CM Di-

Premchand changed
way literature was
consumed: Expert

Times News NETwoRrk

Lucknow: Department of Hindi at Lucknow
University marked the 145th birth anniversary
of literary legend Munshi Premchand with a

national seminar titled ‘Contemporary Times,
Society and the Legacy of Premchand’.

Viee Chancellor Prof Manuka Khanna said,
“Premchand’s text is language of the people,
merging di-
rectly with
the society
His literary
work  like
‘Nirmala’
and ‘Mant-
ra’ inspired
social cons-
ciousness

over time.”

Earlier, Khanna paid floral tribute at the sta-
tue of Premchand in the department’s literary
garden. “Premchand redefined Indian literatu-
re by bringing struggles of the working class to
theforefront. His stories gave voice tothose who
werenever seen as heroes, making them central
to the narrative of modern India," said, Vanda-
na Chaubey, guest speaker from Varanasi.

nesh Sharma paid tribute her
and wrote on his social media
handle “Professor Abha Av-
asthiJiwaslikeanelder sister.
Her demise is a personal loss
for me. May her soul rest in pe-
ace and God give strength to
the bereaved family to bear
this loss. Om Shanti Om!"” LU
sociology present and former
teachers attended her last ri-
tes at Baikunthdham.

"The passing away of Prof
Abha Awasthi is virtually the
end of an era for the Lucknow
School of sociology. She revi-
ved the idea of the Lucknow
School in the 1990s. We all tea-

gﬁmaﬁuﬁmmgmyﬁamﬂ$wmﬁn§mmm1m|

chers, be it Prof Rajesh Misra,
Prof AK Pandey, Prof DR Sa-
hu, myself, Prof Rangoli
Chandra, joined the depart-
ment during her10 years of he-
adship. She organised many
conferences and published bo-
oks, was an international per-
sonality. We mourn the loss of
a great academician cum ad-
ministrator,” said LU former
sociology head Sukant Chaud-
hury. Present sociology head
at LU, Prof DR Sahu, said: "
Prof Avasthi was not just an
excellent academician of in-
ternational repute but also a
very good human.”
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“A time when popular fiction wasdominated

by fantasy and thrill, Premchand rooted litera-
ture in social reality and made readers engage
with truths of Indian society, transforming the
way literature was consumed and understood,”
said Siddharth Shankar, guest speaker from
Chappra.
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supervised by varsity faculty members.

Started by the Jyotirvigyan department last week, the OPD is

DEEPAK GUPTA/HT

Godhooli Sharma

godhooli.sharma@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Even as Lucknow
University is abuzz with students
coming to secure admissions in
the new session, a unique ‘OPD’
on the campus offering free
astrology consultation service is
drawing people's attention.
Started by the Jyotirvigyan
department last week, the OPD
supervised by university faculty
members is currently only for
faculty members, staff and stu-
dentsat LU, providing consulta-
tions on horoscopes, based on
questions, palmistry and Vaastu
Shastra, within the framework

of traditional astrological prac-
tices.

“It has recorded over 21 peo-
ple in the last three days. These
numbers are growing with each
passing day,” shared Shyamlesh
Kumar Tiwari, co-ordinator,
Jyotirvigyan department.

From faculty members com-
ing to know when they will get
promoted and life after retire-
ment, a variety of questions are
being asked from a panel of
experts comprising Anil Kumar
Porwal, Vishnukant Shukla,
Vipin Kumar Pandey, Anuj
Kumar Shukla and Praveen
Kumar Bajpai, along with
Tiwari.

A few youths and parents of
young adults also turned up with
questions related to marriage
and life after that while others
inquired about health issues.

One of the varsity staff, who
wanted to know about age
related ailments, was advised to
keep a track on nutrition, sleep
and asked to meditate. “We also
suggested that he visits Navgrah
Vatika and perform parikrama
of trees related to the grahas
(planets), which are creating
problems in his life. We asked
him to regularly water plants,
add manure and also talk to
them for a few days, treating the
plants like friends,” said Tiwari.

Now an LU ‘OPD’, astro consultation service on offer

Another person who turned
up to ask about his promotion
and future was advised to water
a gular tree. “As per our calcula-
tions, the person is prone to uri-
nary tract infection (UTI) dueto
the position of Venus. The rem-
edy of watering gular plants will
help him reduce the effect of
problems coming his way,” said
Anuj Kumar Shukla.

Tiwari shared that the panel
has proposed a fee of Rs 700 for
each 15-minute session. “Once
passed by the university's
finance committee, we will open
doors of the OPD for common-
ers. They will be required to get
an appointment first,” he added.



