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IMS CONFERENCE
CONCLUDES AT LU

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The 9lst annual
four-day international confer-
ence of the Indian Mathematical
Society (IMS) concluded at Luc-
know University on Monday
with an award ceremony recog-
nising outstanding research
papers and symposia in areas
including algebra, special func-
tions, algebraic topology and
differential topology.

Ayushi Kapoor of the Univer-
sity of Lucknow and Samiksha
Mahajan of SVNIT, Surat,
received the best presentation
award in the field of special
functions. Ashish Bansal of
Keshav Mahavidyalaya, Delhi,
was conferred the V. M. Shah
Award for his contribution to
approximation theory on the
final day of the conference.

Mathematicians from India
and abroad took part in the
event, which also featured spe-
cial sessions aimed at making
mathematics more interesting
and accessible, especially for
high school and intermediate
students. For the first time,
school students and teachers
were invited to attend an IMS
conference.

During the valedictory cere-
mony, IMS academic secretary
G P Rajshekhar said around 300
research papers were presented
by scholars and academicians,
with 342 registrations recorded
— the highest participation in
the society’s history.

It was also announced that
the 92nd annual IMS confer-
ence is proposed to be held at
South East Asian University,
New Delhi.

Prof Ameen Sofi of the Uni-
versity of Kashmir was unani-
mously elected as the next IMS
president and will assume office
on April | next year.
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Students’ agri
project to get
CST funds

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: A project develo-
ped by final-year BTech stu-
dents of the faculty of engi-
neering and technology at
Lucknow University (LU)
has been selected for fun-
ding under the Engineering
Students’ Project Grant
Scheme 2025-26 of the UP Co-
uncilof Scienceand Techno-
logy (CST-UP). The project,
titled ‘Krishi Sakhi’, is a da-
ta driven smart agriculture
decision support system ai-
med at improving farming
practices through technolo-
gy led solutions.

The project is led by Rat-
nesh Tripathi, with team
members Krishna Yadav,
Abhishek Pandey and Adi-
tya Mauryva, under the su-
pervision of HimanshuPan-

dey, associate professor; de-
partment of computer sci-
ence and engineering.
‘Krishi Sakhi’ focuses on
providing farmers with sci-
entific and data-backed sup-
port for crop selection, ferti-
liser management and irri-
gation planning. The system
integrates AI-ML based de-
cision making with an
ESP32 microcontroller ba-
sed portable sensor unit,
GSM communication and
sensorstomonitorsoil mois-
ture, temperature and pH. It
also incorporates weather
forecasts, satellite data, soil
profiles, govt databases and
market price trends. The
project prototype will be pre-
sented before CST-UP ex-

PM scheme
for writers

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: A former stu-
dent of Lucknow Universi-
ty, Shivam Singh has been
selected for the third edi-
tion of the Prime Minister's
Young Writers Mentorship
Scheme (PM-YUVA). The
national level pr ogramme
is jointly run by the mini-
stry of edu-
cation and
the National
b Book Trust
)| (NBT) with
/| the aim of
nurturing
young literary talent and
promoting Indian langua-
gesand culture throughori-
ginal writing.

Shivam’s selection is
particularly noteworthy as
only six young writers from
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across the country have be-
en chosen in the Hindi lang-
uage category this year, pla-
cing him among an elite
group of emerging writers
at the national level.

A resident of Baraban-
ki, Shivam completed his
graduation and post-gradu-
ation in Hindi from LU and
is currently pursuing his
PhD from Delhi University.

Under the mentorship
scheme, Shivam will work
on an important book focu-
sing on the makers of mo-
dernIndia.

The book will be publis-
hed by the NBT, offering
him a rare opportunity to
reach a wide national rea-
dershipearly in hisliterary
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