REPORT- ESSAY COMPETITION ON INDIA- USA RELATIONSHIP:

—— —

OPPORTUNITIES & CHALLENGES

As part of the 105th Foundation Day Week celebrations at the University of Lucknow, the
Happy Thinking Laboratory in collaboration with the Counseling & Guidance Cell organized
an Essay Competition. The event aimed to encourage critical thinking, academic engagement,
and informed dialogue among students on issues of global significance. The essay
competition was centred on the theme: “India—USA Relationship: Opportunities and
Challenges.” This topic was selected to promote scholarly reflection on the evolving bilateral
relations between India and the United States, emphasizing strategic, economic, political, and
cultural dimensions. The event was held under the patronage of Prof. Manuka Khanna,
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, University of Lucknow. Her continuous support and academic

leadership provided guidance and motivation for the successful conduct of the programme.
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The programme was convened by Prof. M. Priyadarshini, Director of the Happy Thinking
Laboratory, and Prof. Vaishali Saxena, Director of the Counseling & Guidance Cell. Their

collaborative leadership ensured the smooth and effective execution of the event, including

well-coordinated communication, systematic registration, and a structured evaluation process.

The competition opened with a short orientation outlining the theme and evaluation criteria,
after which students expressed their views on the complexities and future prospects of India—
USA relations. Participants showcased commendable analytical and writing abilities, drawing
on historical context, current geopolitical trends, and key areas of cooperation. Overall, the
event offered a stimulating academic platform that enhanced students’ interest and

understanding of foreign policy and international relations.




The Essay Competition organized as part of the 105th Foundation Day Week was a
significant academic endeavour. It successfully provided students with a platform to express
informed opinions on key international issues. The initiative reflected the University of

Lucknow’s commitment to fostering holistic education, intellectual engagement, and global

awareness among its students.

Looking ahead, the essay competition can evolve into a regular academic initiative that
deepens student engagement with global issues. Future editions may broaden themes,
encourage wider participation, and include expert interactions to further enhance analytical
and critical thinking skills, thereby supporting the university’s mission of fostering informed

and globally aware learners.






